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Encampment Proceedings 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, April 12th, 1927 


The Forty-fifth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, was called to order at 2.20 p.m. 
by Division Commander Charles H. E. Moran, Jr., in Lorimer Hall, 
Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 

The following members were appointed to do special duty during 
the Encampment:—Guards—Osborn McKerraghan, 57; Oliver Rohrback, 
15; Herbert Bryant, 44; Harvey Shepardson, 15; Emerson Burleigh, 88; 
William Gates, 101; William Nutter, 150; Perey Gay, 35; Gordon 
Humphrey, 101; H. R. Snow, 14. 

The doors of the Encampment were ordered closed, the current pass- 
word and countersign were taken up by Division Inspector N. H. White, 
Division Organizer G. B. Stratton, and Assistant Division Organizer 


-C, A. White. 


Prayer by the Division Chaplain 

Rev. E. Bruce Price, Chaplain.:—Infinite God, our Everlasting 
Father, in whom we live and move and have our being, that rulest over 
the armies in Heaven, and among the inhabitants upon the earth, doing 
all things after the counsel of thine own will. We acknowledge our 
dependence upon Thee, Thou who art an Independent God. We invoke 
Thy blessing upon us as we gather in this our Annual Encampment. We 
thank Thee for Thy blessings to us during the past twelve months and 
pray for Thy continued favor. May Thy blessing rest upon our banner. 
Suffer no hand to be lifted against its liberties, it freedom, its opportunities. 
Bless we pray Thee those who remain with us today of the soldiers of the 


‘Civil War. May we cherish their presence and love them for the sacri- 


fices which they have made, the suffering which they have endured, for 
the heritage which they have bequeathed to us. We pray for Thy blessing 
upon the wives of the comrades that still live, for Thy blessing upon the 
widows of the comrades who have answered the last roll call. May we 
be loyal sons of the veterans of that great conflict. May we show our 
appreciation by living devotion to the principles for which they gave 
themselves, even to the fullest measure of devotion. We pray for Thy 
blessing, Our Father, upon the Auxiliary organizations that are in session 
here in this city. May there be between all these organizations a bond of 
union, a bond of affection that shall be commended, that shall be sweet 
to us as we meet for fellowship. May Thy blessing, we beseech Thee, 
upon the officers of this Encampment, and especially upon he who presides 
over the sessions of the Encampment. Give to him discretion, sound 
judgment, mature wisdom in dealing with all the questions that may 


-arise, and in all our deliberations may there be a spirit of toleration, & 


spirit’ of-forbearance, a spirit: of brotherly love. We ask these things 
for Thy sake and in the name of Him whom Thou didst give as our 
Redeemer and Lord, even Jesus Christ.—Amen. 
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Division Secretary Anderson called the roll of officers. 
The following committees were appointed: 


Credentials:—W. L. Anderson, 79; W. W. P 5 % E 
= Ss . W. Peckha 133; G. E. 
Whitney, 53; G. L. Converse, 108. oy aes alia 


Rituals and Ceremonies:—F. E. Barrows 132: W.T Te OR. 
A.B. Bryant, 44; F. P. Hawes, 35. CR ean 


Resolutions:—E. H. Lynds, 60; A. G. W — ce . 
W. W. Stone, 54. , 60; A. G. Wolff, 89; F. N. Cox, 59; 


Constitution and Regulations:—F. V 7 I, 
: uM :—F. V. Bell, 79; E. W. Eaton, 109; 
F. P. Scott, 76; J.D. Emery, 57; W. A. Sill, 60. a = 


Officers’ Reports:—G. E. Hunt, 67 
Y 7h , 67; Rey. A. A. Bronsdon, 124; 
W.P. Lorch, 17; W. E. Choate, 6; F. C. Haynes 26. ata ’ 


Press:—W. H. Libby, 127; H. M. Drown, 30. 
GREETING COMMITTEES 


iy aceud Army Rev. A. A. Bronsdon, 124; H. D. Sisson, 108; Col. 
-G. Bauer, 51; H. F. Weiler, 79; Guy Richardson, 46. 


Woman’s Relief Co fee r, 
- rps:—I. E. Upham, 52; J. BE. Knox, 15; Geor 
Beekman, 75; C. M. Appleton, 30; N.B. Austin, oun 
» 14. 


Sons of Union Veterans’ ili — E 
ee 2 Auxiliary:—F. L. Kirchgas ¥ 5 se 
Hale, 5; C. A. White, 48; G. B.s atta 7 ii 
8 , 70. 


Daughters of Union 
: Veterans: 
Whitman, 62; E. H. Nutting, 52 


Ladies of the G, A. RE. F 
Ralph Smith, 81; Ned H. White, ae ood, 69; Thomas J. Berry, 30; 


REPORT OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE 


—J. H. Wentworth, 47; Emerson 
3; A. G. Wolff, 89; J. E. Wilcox, 3. 


ist 2nd Final Net 

Past Commanders-in-Chief. Roll Call Roll Call Roll Call 
Past Division (Cj en eee 2 3 
Division Officers “* 9 14 19 
Camp Commanders . . 13 13 14 
Past Camp Commanders... __ see 19 42 58 
Delegates s+. 88 169 218 
Alternates We 57 113 134 
17 25 39 
203 378 A485 


READING OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

2 Annual report of Divisi 

Charles H. E. Moran, Jr., d 
acted as Chairman. 


on Commander read by Division Commander 
‘uring which time the Senior Vice Commander: 
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Report of Division Commander 
CHARLES H. E. MORAN, JR., CAMP 60, HOLYOKE 


‘Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


One has well said “Men live in deeds, not years; in thoughts not 
breaths. He most lives who thinks most, wills the noblest and acts the 
best”. If in any small way my term of service has approximated the ideals 
of this utterance—I rest content, although every result that I desired has 
not been attained, and the numerical strength not as great as hoped for, 
my conscience comforts me with the knowledge that such time, strength 
and ability that I possessed was given to the work of the organization. 

At the close of the December quarter, the Division showed a loss of 
281 members in spite of the fact that during the same period 300 members 
were initiated, which readily shows that our problem is not how to get 
members, but how to hold them. 

To counteract this loss, at a meeting of the Division Officers and Past 


Division Commanders, 2 membership drive was instituted in January, 


and Division Counselor Alfred G. Wolff, designated as Membership Drive 
Director. The results of this campaign will be made known to you in the 
reports of Brother Wolff and the Division Secretary. The untiring 
efforts of Brother Wolff deserve the thanks of the entire Division. His 
talents were used to awaken the members to a realization of their priceless 
heritage and their duty to the Veterans of the Civil War. 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


It is just sixty years ago that the first post in the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment was organized, and for sixty years they have been the teachers of 
Loyalty and Patriotism in our state. Today, in their declining years they 
are expecting, that we, their sons, will carry out the principles for which 
they were organized. That we make our order the chief exponent of the 
thing for which they have striven in the past, is their great desire. 

During the year we have seen considerable evidence of what the 
Grand Army of the Republic thinks of our order. Reports have come to 
us of many Posts turning over to Camps, their building and other property. 
That our Camps may prove worthy of their confidence and trust is our 
earnest hope. : 

In Department Commander William F. Brown, we had one of the 
best friends this Division ever had. In his visits about the state he has 
advocated at all times our organization. He has personally interviewed 
eligibles, and has never been too busy to assist us in all ways possible. 

It has been my good fortune to have been in his company on many 
occasions during the year, and to receive from him encouragement and 
advice. 
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It is with deep regret that we announce the death of Department 
Commander Brown. He was called to his Eternal reward on April 6th, 
after a short illness. His funeral took place on April 10th at Rtania sham, 
and in company with Division Secretary Anderson, I represented tiie 


Division at his funeral. He was a man of high i i 
e Sa is als, 2 ri 7 
PNG aE: of high ideals, a loyal friend and 


WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS 


soar "ae ee reason than their service to the Grand Army of the 
Peon ae ate ee organization would command our respect and esteem. 
Relief Corps was i eae in the order I have found that the Woman’s 
Baek ieaca oe A ways ready to lend a helping hand to us in our work, 
Their Dennen Ue eit ah received many courtesies from them. 
good friend of ours, lent, Mrs. Hattie A. Calahan, has been a very 


OUR AUXILIARY 


cl 
Pha a a in most cases where there is a live camp, there is 
ree live auxiliary, and when you find a camp that has‘no need 

Divisio aie generally see that this camp is a “dead one”. 
eee ria mn resident Grace T. Howland and her associate officers 
Wn a great willingness to cooperate in all ways for the interest of 


our Order, for which the tha: PRAT M 
nks of the Divis' < reeshifi 
them every success in their work. ion is due them. We wish for 


DAUGHTERS OF UNION VETERANS 


Co-heirs with us in o i i i 
Pian aet ur priceless heritage, this organization’ is unceas- 
ing a work for the Grand Army of the Republic. : : 

‘as been my pleasure to meet with their Department President, 


Mrs. Kate E. Bra: 
; + bray, On many occasions 4 
& deep interest in our Organization. and have always found her taking. 


LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 

This order, like the rest 

the Grand Army of the Re 
been very cordial. 


of the allied family has done noble work for 
public, and our relationship with them has 


DIVISION OFFICERS 


No Divisi 
for their cooperation. ith me during the past year, and I am grateful 
ae pee are no specified duties for the Senior Vice and, Junior 
vel Sods aa) eae! Brothers Drew and Burgess have done some 
See Saati theic respective sections of the Division, and have 
given much of their time to the upbuilding of the order , i 
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Wy et tn ee 


Brothers Charles M: Appleton, Ralph Smith and E. H. Nutting, 
comprising the Division Council, have been very faithful in discharging 
the duties of their office. I have consulted with them on various conditions 
that affected the Division and have always found their advice to be worth 
considering. 

Words, indeed, are inadequate to express my appreciation to Division- 
Secretary William L. Anderson, for the services rendered to the Division 
and to me personally. No one unless he has been in close contact with’ 
Division Headquarters, can conceive of the amount of work performed’ 
by him. Never objecting to perform any service for the organization, 
he has been the hardest worked officer in the Division. On account of 
being located so far from Headquarters, I have found it necessary on 
many occasions to call on Brother Anderson to represent me, at the 
eleventh hour, and never once did he fail me. 

In the appointment of the members of my staff, I tried to select 
Brothers who, by their previous service to the organization would make 
valuable officers of the Division, and I am happy to be able to state that 
each officer has been assiduous in the discharge of his duties. Always 
willing to respond to suggestions, ever faithful to the interest of the: 
Division, they have proven that my faith in them was not misplaced. 


DISTRICT COMMANDERS 


One of the hardest offices for a Division Commander to fill is that of 
District Commander. Members who would make valuable officers, refuse 
in many cases to accept this office. Whether it is because they do not 
consider it important enough, or whether they do not want to put in the 
hard work that is necessary for a successful District Commander is hard 
fo determine, but I do know that the office of District Commander is one 
ot the most important offices in the Division. A real leader can do much 
to create interest and enthusiasm in his district, and I know that the 
Brothers whom I appointed have worked with great zeal to make their: 
District an active part of the Division. 

It is quite necessary for a District Commander to spend his money 
in the work of the District, and in a year’s time he is called on to use 
considerable of his money for postage and traveling around the district, 
and believing that the necessary expenses of these officers should be borne 
by the Division, I would recommend that a specific sum be appropriated. 
for expenses of the District Commanders. 


COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS 
Several new associations were organized during the past year, and’ 
have been the means of creating a better fra’ ernal spirit among the camps- 
that have Joined them. Such County or District Associations are a big: 
asset {o the Division and should be encouraged. 


PUBLICITY 
7 We have been favored, as in the past, by considerable publicity 
in the Boston Globe, through the courtesy of the military editor, J. Harry 
Hartley, and I would recommend that a vote of thanks be extended him 
for his many courtesies. 
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SPECIAL ENCAMPMENT 


aul a meeting of the Division officers held on August 7th, the general 
ey a of the Division and the effect on the Massachusetts Division, 
ete ie repoct of the Committee on survey would have, was discussed 
ct ravi thought advisable that a special encampment should be held, 
at the entire membership could learn of the condition that confronted 
a, oF ee Spee with, and receiving the approval of the Division 
cul, I called a Special Encampment t 4 
Pe ea Dp) © meet on September 18th, for 
soe. 1. To consider the reason of, and remedy for, recent losses in member- 
2. To dis a ifor ildi 
ah cuss and adopt a uniform plan for building up the member- 
3. To act on recomme: i i 
iemetie ge eae ndations of the committee on survey, offered 
swe Pe eeponee ig ve call was a surprise to all, 248 members, including 
ane eae an ers-in-Chief, and nine Past Division Commanders 
Be ice _ an active part in the meeting. The membership 
ee his oroughly discussed, from various angles, yet nothing 
ae aroeente re be discerned from the various speakers. The 
Se oe le vanced that would appear to be of any benefit, was 
isang cou ee White of Camp 48, who spoke relative 
4 f ; z 
to re the dues from each sollte i eae 
a = 
ee Lik oe oe a committee on survey was thoroughly discussed and 
Reta at the members were opposed to all of its features. 
ae a adopted instructing the delegates to the National 
a 7 n Be work and vote against all of its provisions. As there are 
gs of interest in the records of the special encampment, I would 


recommend that i i i 
se it be printed as an appendix to the records of this encamp- 


NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


National Encampment carried out the 
the special encampment, to work and 
report of the committee on survey, and 
ons for increasing minimum membership 
bers, the various sections of that report 
- The resolutions were presented at the 
t and were referred to the committee 
the committee on survey’s report was 


in caucus, prevailed upon Past Division 


r allow his name to be 
resented to th 
convention. Brother Homan consented and I am ieee cage bh " 
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election was unanimous. I believe that the entire membership of the 
Division is proud that Brother Homan was elected to that position, as 
he has always been one of the working members of the Division. 

The legislation presented by our Division pertaining to the change 
of the date of election and installation of officers was adopted by the 
National Encampment, and effective this year, Camp officers will be 
elected in October and installation shall be the first meeting in November. 


RECEPTION TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 


With the approval of the Division Council, a reception was tendered 
to our Commander-in-Chief Dr. E. W. Homan, jointly by this Division 
and the Auxiliary, on November 20th, at the Hotel Vendome. It was a 
very successful affair, over 500 being present, including Miss Agnes I. 
McCoy, National President of the Daughters of Union Veterans, and Mrs. 
Anna Keens, National President of the Auxiliary. Past Division Com- 
mander I. L. Kirchgassner was chairman of the committee and much 
of the credit of its success is due to him. 


COMMITTEES 


Several committees were appointed in addition to the regular standing 


committees for work during the year. 
I believe that the Brothers appointed to these committees have 


carried out their work in an efficient manner. A list of the committees 
appointed is attached. 


CHAIRMAN 
H. M. Drown, 30 


COMMITTEE 
Gov. John A. Andrew Home 
Encampment Reception and Ball W. L. Anderson, 79 
Reception to Commander-in-Chief F. L. Kirchgassner, 56 
Past Rank F. V. Bell, 79 
Legislative Committee H. H. Hale, 5 
Revision of By-Laws H. F. Weiler, 79 
Legal Heirs Committee P. G. Bolster, 46 
Fraternal Relations W.F. Moore, 9 
S. U. V. Day at Soldiers’ Home George Beekman, 75 
Auxiliary Fair C. M. Appleton, 72 
Membership Drive A. G. Wolff, 89 


LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
The legislative committee prepared a bill and presented it to the 
Massachusetts Legislature, to restrict sports on Memorial Day. The bill 
was given leave to withdraw. I would therefore recommend that such a 


‘bill be submitted to the next legislature and that petitions be prepared 
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and sent to all our Camps for signature, same to be submitted to the legis- 
lature with the bill. 

We have endorsed the various pension bills in Congress, and have 
shown our interest in different legislation that affected the G. A. R. 

I believe that our legislative committee, by working with our member- 
ship, who are in the legislature, can do much good on matters that affect 
the G. A. R., or our organization. 


G. A. R. TRUST FUND 


At our last encampment we presented the Massachusetts Department 
with a check to cover the per capita tax of the Department, and we have 
been informed that the sum given at that time, will pay the per capita 
tax for several years. I would therefore recommend that no further 
payments be made, until the Department requests same. 


INSPECTIONS 


Last year the office of Division Inspector was revived, and Ned H. 
White of Camp 113 appointed to that office. He has taken an interest 
in the work and by so doing relieves the Division Commander and Division 
Secretary from the detail work of inspections. Due to the change of date 
of elections, I would recommend that inspections be held in the month of 
September. 


VISITATIONS 


It has not been. possible for me to accept all of the invitations received’ 


to visit camps and allied organizations, but I have visited all sections of 
the Division, attending anniversary celebrations, class initiations, county 
association meetings, District gettogether meetings and installations, and 
whenever it was impossible for me to attend, I delegated some officer to 
represent the Division. 
Exclusive of the National Encampment, I have travelled on Division 
. business 10,159 miles. 


Iu Memoria 


Death has removed from our ranks, three of the best known members 
of the Division, 

Gen, Charles K. Darling, Commander-in-Chief in 1897, Ellsworth M. 
Brown, Division Commander in 1919, and T, J. Hannan, former member 
of the Council in chief. 

They have gone from our midst, yet their work for, and love of our 
order, will always stand out as a shining example for us to follow. May 
they receive the Eternal reward, to which they are justly entitled. “ 
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CONCLUSION 


The future of our organization is in your hands. We have not the 
strength that we should have. Our losses have been great, but if we sell’ 
membership by the proper method, we will secure those who would make 
valuable members of the order. Our members endeavor to get eligibles 
to join our ranks, yet in many caszs they themselves do not fully under- 
stand the true significance of what our order stands for. Learn the prin- 
ciples and objects of our order, what we are doing and what we hope to do, 
then sell those outside our ranks, membership in what is to be a living 
monument to the memory of the Veterans of the Civil War. 

As the years go by, many things may be forgotten, some events of my 
life may be erased from my memory, but the remembrance of my year 
as your Division Commander, and the friendships formed will remain 
with me while life shall last. 

I am now at the end of my term as Commander, and shall take my 
place again in the ranks, with renewed devotion for the organization we 


_ all love, and I trust that in the years to come, I may prove, by my work 


in the order, that I was worthy of your confidence. 
Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H. E. MORAN, JR. 


Division Commander 


Senior Vice Division Commander Drew: We have heard the report 
as submitted by the Division Commander. There being no objection, 
same will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports. 

Commander: Brothers, a motion will be in order to refer the reports’ 
of all other officers to the Committee on Officers’ Reports without reading. 

Past Division Commander Wentworth: I move the other reports be- 
so referred. 

Brother Story (24) seconds the motion. 

(It was a vote and so declared.) 
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Report of Senior Vice Division Commander 


ARTHUR C. DREW, CAMP 150, NEW BEDFORD 


Division Commander and Members of th 

é Forty-fifth A Dy i 
Dear Sirs and Brothera: of y-fifth Annual Encampment 

lected, Mybeciati tle 44th annual encampment, I had the honor of being 
ae ecsuo servejas your Senior Vice Division Commander, I fully realized 
y : certain responsibilities encumbent upon me, and in making my report, 
Se Sed! endeavored to merit the confidence that was placed in 
ee aie no official order was ever issued to me, designating any special 
utes, I have endeavored to the best of my ability to perform such duties 

that I have felt encumbent on the office, 

I HES been Bi pleasure to work for our honored order. Having attended 
at need of the Division and Camps, I have always found a most 
Co a ee ain awaiting me. I have had the extreme pleasure of meeting 
a eae ee F, ees Commander Department of Mass. G. A. R., 
2 y occasions and express to hi Ks 5 = ‘ 
in favor of our Order. Pp! him the thanks for his earnest expression 
Gee te most important duties of each and every member of our 
neationT © merease our membership to the highest standard. In this con- 
ae Seen au youre that the time has arrived when we should know 

we stan legall: y as an erate 
comrades, the G. A. R. ry organization to our fathers and his 
5 med err epee convention called at headquarters on the eve of the 
2 ae of our delegates to the National Encampment, I suggested that 
with se oe ee detten should be presented at the National Encampment 
father aa of receiving some action as to our Legal Relationship to our 
He ers. I have been unable to receive any definite information as to this 
etter or what was its final disposition. 
= ce somorting held in Division Headquarters, Jan. 15, 1927, 2 motion 
Taigas = i me that a committee be appointed to draw up a set of reso- 
April 1927 ie eanaee to our fathers at their next annual encampment, 
by Command am pleased indeed that such a committee was appointed 
aileaen eae Moran, I believe that with this able committee, that we 
the right aeons action. If so, I shall feel that it is an accomplishment in 
amines. ion. That we may be able to feel we are the legal heirs to 
only assu peor the points our order should have settled. That we not 
ta = our rights but would be accepted legally! 
a 4 ! 

oboe Bae my pleasure to witness the new life and interest in many 
balisve: (Hat amps. It would be fitting at this time to mention, that I 
pis iis a Broa e the smaller Camps should receive more attention 
agement. ~ By so doing it would give them a little more encour- 
the ie ee Commander System is a very good plan. Let us sce that 
thei re a Re ected to fill this important office are Brothers who realize 
= ee tance of their duties and will endeavor to work closer with camps 
~under their jurisdiction. I believe, many districts have improved under 
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their District Commander, while some districts could be given a little: 
more attention, especially among the smaller Camps. 

I have had the pleasure of attending meetings of George A. Custer 
Camp 11 at Whitman on several occasions and I feel that the members 
of that Camp have one of the best social drawing cards connected with 
our order. This is known as the “Button Degree’. I earnestly believe that 
it would be well worth investigating by the several Camps. At their last 
regular meeting I found Brothers coming many miles to become members. 
When this body meets we find members of many Camps present. All this 
creates a better fraternal spirit and cements the Brothers closer together. 

I hope that I have merited the confidence placed in me one year gao, 
If so, I will leave the office with a feeling of great satisfaction. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C., and L. 
ARTHUR C. DREW, 
Senior Vice Commander 
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Report of Junior Vice Division Commander 


‘To the Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 
When you honored me at the last Encampment by electing me to be 
your Junior Vice Commander, I did not know what I was up against. 
Tt was a great surprise to me and I appreciate the confidence placed in 
me. I was in doubt if I would measure up to the high standard set by my 
predecessors, but I determined that I would do my best Lo make this year 
a successful one. Frankly, I have not accomplished all that I expected to. 


Some things I have succeeded in, others I have failed in; but whatever. 


errors I may have made must be attributed to the head and not the heart, 
= I regard my interest in the welfare of the Sons of Veterans second to 
mone. 

I know that the pleasant memories of my experience of the past 
year will be something to cherish for years to come, and I appreciate the 
universal respect and courtesy that has been extended to me by all of 
‘those with whom I have come in contact. As Commander of the Worcester 
District I have been able to combine to a great extent the duties of both 
‘officers, T have visited many of the Camps in this vicinity and attended 
many inspections and installations. The increase in the initiation fee has 
-slowed up the addition of new members in this vicinity. In small towns 
where every eligible is known and has been approached a number of times, 
when you tell them that the fee has been increased to Five Dollars, they 
shy at it. I believe that some of the efforts put forth this year, while they 
did not produce the results expected, will be productive of good in the 
‘future, especially the Past Commanders’ Association of the Worcester 
District, which I believe will eventually be a power for good in this district. 
‘One of the bright spots of this quarter is the organization this month of a 
‘new auxiliary to Camp 86 with 45 names on the charter list with the 
probability of 60 before the charter closes. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
WALTER C. BURGESS 
Junior Vice Division Commander 
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Report of Division Council 


Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


The first meeting of the Division Council was held on April 17, 1926. 
Charles M. Appleton was elected Chairman and Ralph L. Smith 


Secretary. 
The Council held seven meetings during the year and transacted the 


‘following business: 


Voted—That bonding insurance be placed on the officers and committees 
of the Encampment as follows: 

Division Commander—Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). 

Division Treasurer—Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). 

Division Secretary—One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 

Treasurer of G. A. R. Fund—Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00). 

Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission—Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00). 

That the General Fund of the Division be deposited with the State 
Street Trust Company. 

That the arrangement by which Brother John A. Harrison has the 
use of the Division Office with the privilege of his name on the door be 
continued and that his compensation be Thirty-five Dollars ($35.00) per 
month for clerical services. 

That the salary of the Division Secretary be fixed at Eight Hundred 
Dollars ($800.00) and that of the Division Treasurer at $50.00 per year. 

The following appropriations were made: Two Hundred Dollars 
($200.00) for travelling expenses of the Division Commander and his Staff. 

One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for publicity expenses. 

That the Division Treasurer be instructed to continue the present 
lease of the office. 

That a Burroughs Portable Adding Machine be purchased and the 
gum of Ninety-2ight Dollars ($98.00) be appropriated to pay for the same. 

That the Monarch typewriter be sold at the price of Ten Dollars 
($10.00). ‘ 

That the Mimeograph machine be sold at the price of Ten Dollars 
($10.00). 

That the Division Secretary be authorized to purchase a section of 
Filing Cabinet and a section of drawers for filing cards. 

Voted—That $33.66 be appropriated to cover balance of expense of 
Division Ball held April 7, 1926. 

That an appropriation of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) each be made 
for expenses of Delegates to National Encampment with the proviso that 
Delegate must attend each session, in order to receive said $25.00. 

That Division Commander be authorized to call a Special Encamp- 
ment to consider reasons of, and remedy for recent losses in membership. 

To appropriate the sum of Seventy-five Dollars ($75.00) for expenses 
of reception to Commander-in-Chief Ernest W. Homan. 

_ The books of Division Secretary and Treasurer have been properly 
audited each quarter and are correct and in excellent condition. 
: CHARLES M. APPLETON 
EDWARD H. NUTTING 


ae . a RALPH L. SMITH 


(15) 


Report of Division Chaplain 
REV. E. BRUCE PRICE, CAMP 28, FITCHBURG 


To the Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Encampment:— 

The flight of time, the passing of the seasons, has brought us to the 
close of another year in the life of our beloved order. And I bring to you 
my report for the year now closing. 


Number of Brothers in good standing................000-5 
Number of Brothers participating in Memorial Day e: 
Number of Brothers armed and in line Memorial Day. 
Number uniformed and in line Memorial 10 eee o 
Number of Firing Squads furnished : : 3L 


1 

2. 

3 

4 

5. eon se 

3 Number of Addresses by members of Sons of Union Veterans.. 122 
8 

9. 

0. 


Number of Brothers attending Memorial Sunday services.... 2,127 
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders’ Day......--+ 87 
Number of Deaths in Camps during year : s+ 108 
Number Funerals attended in body—G. 


er 66 


—S. U. V. 

11. Number of Burial Services conducted—G. A. R. ag 46 
=e oe Weer: 

12. Number of Camps using Memorial Service— None 
None 

13. Number of Cemeteries covered 733 
14. Number of Flags on Graves of Deceased Veterans..... ... 48,968 
15. Number Veterans’ Graves given attention...........++++*: 44,013 


The process of decimation in the ranks of the Grand Army of the 
Republic continues. Soon the last member of this noble Army will 
answer the last roll call. Taps will be sounded over his grave. But all of 
them will continue to live in the memories of their grateful sons and 
daughters, i 

Be it ours, not only on Memorial Day, but through all the days of 
the year, to show a loving devotion to those Comrades of the Civil War 
who yet abide in the flesh and to the wives who are living, as well as to 
the widows of the deceased. 

A goodly heritage is ours because of the loyalty, heroism, and sacri- 
fice of those who fought from Fort Sumter to Appomatox. Let us cherish 
that heritage. 

___ It is not only our duty, as Sons and Daughters of these Veterans, 
it is our high privilege, to perpetuate the freedom for which they gave 
themselves even to the last full measure of devotion. 
ad Let us show our gratitude, and our loyalty, by faithfulness to our 
individual camps, our State Division, especially to our devoted officers, 
who give so much of their time and energy to the work, and to the ideals 
for which our order stands. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. BRUCE PRICE, 
Division Chaplain 
(16) 


Report of Division Secretary 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 

It is indeed with pleasure I report my stewardship for the second 
year as Division Secretary. The following statistics will no doubt show a 
slowing up of activities during the past year. The wholesale dropping of 
members was very unusual. We were not unlike other fraternal bodies, 
as they all witnessed a similar result during the year. During the March 
quarter a2 5% quota drive was launched, during which time our organ- 
ization took on new inspiration, and with the increasing of members and 
a serious consideration being given to the loss of members, our membership 
is now on the upward grade and the coming year should be one of progress. 
Our organization depends largely upon the individual member, and, we 
should all share in its success or failure. If the Order is worth belonging 
to, it is worth working for, so let us pull together, give and not take, 
cooperate and not buck, smile and quit grouching. 

Above all, give to the Grand Army of the Republic what you promised 
you would. I find the duties of secretary to be of a strenuous nature at 
times, and that one must be of many dispositions to please all. I 
have tried to please all, and trust that I have. I have made mistakes, 
as a new man is likely to do, but have profited by them. 

Division Commander Moran has been most sincere and earnest in 
his endeavors for the uplift of our Order and has given very generously 
of his time and money. His staff of officers have fulfilled their duties 
with credit. 

Because of the misunderstanding of the name “Division”, and to 
conform with the other allied organizations, I recommend: No. 1, That 
the name “Division” be changed to read ‘“Department”’.and that delegates 
be instructed to present to the National Encampment at Dayton, Ohio, 
resolutions requesting such change. 

Recommendation No. 2: Whereas the Per Capita Tax of the G. A. R. 
has been abolished and whereas the $800.00 which the Division gave them 
last year, will do them for several years to come to pay tax to the National 
Commandery of the G. A. R.; recommend that the Division pay $25.00 
to each G. A. R. National Delegate elected at 1927 Department Encamp- 
ment and who attends same. Railroad fare will be $31.95 plus Pullman 
reservation of $13.20,—a total of $45.15 for round trip. Twenty delegates 
to be elected. Total amount $500.00. This amount to be taken from 
G. A. R. Trust Fund. 

I thank all brothers who have cooperated with me this year, and trust 
the coming year will find us all working harmoniously together in the 


bonds of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM L. ANDERSON, 
Division Secretary 
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CONSOLIDATED CAMP REPORT 


‘Camps in good standing March 31, 1926 ............ 0... cc eee e ee 150 
MGained |by Organization . <,-ieseceesareie, pia ess acwisuomeratia ave stalareacaa commas 1 
Camps in good standing March 31, 1927................0.0ee eee 151 


Camps Gained 


Nelson Gardner Camp No. 10, Marshfield Hills, was organized Aug. 
18, 1926, by Division Organizer George B. Stratton with 25 members. 


Consolidated Memership Report 


Members in good standing March 31, 1926..............0.000+* 9,110 
Gained by: Initiation Transfer Total 
June quarter... .. HE 6 83 
‘September quarter 95 1 96 
December quarter 121 2 123 
March quarter................ 90 6 96 398 9,508 
Honorable 
Lost by: Death Discharge Transfer Dropped Total 
June quarter............ 24 29 5 125 183 
September quarter. . 22 3 154 204 
December quarter....... 15 1 154 196 
March quarter.......... 21 9 105 160 743 
Members in good standing, March 31, 1927............--20000+ 8,765 
(18) 


at 


Year 


1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 


“Rank 


ROMnNOAURWNe 


COMPARATIVE TABLE OF MEMBERSHIP 


Average 
Members 
Commander Camps Members Gain Loss Per Camp 
Penney 128 4689 459 — 36.63 
Wentworth 132 5034 345 —— 38.13 
Cutler 133 5051 17 — 37.98 
Warren 134 5156 105 — 38.48 
Tucker 133 5503 347 — 41.38 
Wellington 136 5814 311 —— 42.72 
Kirchgassner 138 6103 289 — 44.50 
Hale 147 6458 385 —— 43.93 
Donahue 151 6829 371 — 45.22 
Richardson 153 7165 366 — 46.82 
Bronsdon 160 7675 510 —_ 47.97 
Homan 106 7680 6 == 47.99 
Soule 159 7525 == 155 47.33 
Brown 154 7556 31 == 49.06 
Bell 151 8019 463 — 53.10 
Upham 146 8662 643 — 59.33 
Anderson 148 9097 435 — 61.46 
Atwood 144 9380 283 — 65.01 
Spear 147 9337 = 43 63.64 
Weiler 150 9110 = 227 60.73 
Moran 151 8765 a 345 58.03 
Quarter Ending Dec. 31, 1926 
THE 25 LARGEST CAMPS 
Camp No. Location Membership 
6 IBOVELLY crsutos hate lesa selene sinceiersiers oma 438 
25 Worcester. 214 
35 VV ET GTI RSLEN fos sistus, io wrbsalus tetera are cesneiereens 178 
48 Northampton: costwaresaniecstee ee 170 


35 New Bedford. 178 
15 Springfield. . 171 
37 (Gardner: .. svisierticn ase tase so aber ae 169 
5 SOM. « .s:nsats.crerete hatter aiede 2: eves 152 
78 Lowell. .... 148 
150 New Bedford. 143 
44. Westfield. -..119 
79 Melrose. ..... tle 
109 Newburyport. . .. 116 
67 Abington. .... 116 
65 Athol...... -108 
4 Plymouth -107 
88 Scituate. ... .--107 
46 TROXDULY 1. 5 sciscs) 15106500. Swlela,elvotelelelie) 105 
(19) 


Rank 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Camp 26 
49 
87 
90 
48 


CONRMQARwWHH 


Camp No. Location 
81 Chelsea......... 
26 Taunton.... 
45 Arlington.... 
92 Millbury. ... 
108 Pittsfield . 
60 Holyoke. . 
59 Framingham 


HONORABLE MENTIONS 


For a Net Gain of ro or more members 


Membership 


BARON esd Gaia ee eee Bicand mpllaw we 2b rdimorm eroded 

2 ston de 

sree) 

0 0: 

EN OPED NB IATOTE. 6 cine shecioas wa vhioioen pavaieon enn © 10 

TABLE OF MEMBERSHIP 

Membership 
1926 1927 
Slee Be ose, aa eiaic in 44 42 
SWiOLCesteny: sictrwlsin aaisiate seis My 46 48 
OMOENVANG 525 sisi geese eu 2 care (69 67 
Plymouth. .. 107 
Hudson. . 152 
Beverly. . 438 
Swampscott. . ‘ 22 
HSU BORbOMIc, ar. cscvcente aceon seeenaec 46 46 
BS OSL OT ais ous esti asta cuernsteiniaus 62 64 
Marshfield Hills 25 
Whitman... . 174 178 
Hingham. . . 32 32 
Stoughton... 77 79 
Cambridgeport. 82 78 
Springfield ’ 161 170 
Canton . 86 63 
Brockton. , .. 91 58 
Uxbridge 14 14 
Clinton 14 14 
Colrain. .. 53 57 
Ma Wrence sciratesersrisl elspa As ov cee. 21 19 
Middleboro. . 39 38 
Reading... .. 32 24 
Gloucester 65 66 
Woreestert yn... sees ack 228 214 
Taunton. 67 97 
Kingston 35 15 


30 members 


“ 


4 


ie 


SRIGCD DUK 6 secsesrese cle sac auereetitins ee 
Watertown gn..cs ue amr cae on 
Dorchaster sce 0 ceiesie vsieinere ae 
Newtonville... 
South Braintree. . 
Amesbury... 
Wakefield. . 
New Bedford. . 
East Weymouth 
Gardner. 7 
West Bridgewater. .. 
North Adams. . 


Westfield. .. 
Arlington. 
Roxbury . 
Norwood... 
Northampton. . 
Na violaoe as cco bie 
Rockland. 
Jamaica Plain. 
Leominster. sie 
Cream gases iss sarevasteistors s teiets wees ong 
MECEOr!,. sig ii vc 0 warsrevavenetstonte 
Southbridge ose 
Cambridge. . . 
Easthampton. 
Hyde Park. 
Framingham. 
Holyoke. 
Cambridgepor' 
Everett.... 
Holliston. 
Ashland. x6 
AthOl sp arcaslealeinissisipartewiy teeies 


Abington. . A 
Wanchondonlsrsccat ters cc iets 7s aye 
Pembroke. 
Bourne... . 


Membership 
1926 1927 
84 80 
33 33 
74 76 
33 26 
24 24 
41 40 
77 73 
177 170 
54 46 
177 169 
30 30 
75 74 
67 60 
26 26 
i, ll 
49 48 
112 119 
96 90 
139 105 
55 54 
168 178 
46 60 
53 52 
42 39 
153 140 
41 43 
64 61 
34 34 
55 54 
57 49 
45 46 
91 82 
81 82 
32 33 
33 35 
69 69 
61 51 
122 108 
57 46 
118 116 
36 36 
34 35 
78 63 
21 20 
68 61 
27 27 


Membership 


1926 
Milton’ ic. sacen vis seine nis ait 86 41 
Mansfield... . 37 
Amherst. . 60 
Needham. sas (27 
ee -.. 149 
Melrose. . . 118 
Malden. . -. 68 
Chelsea...... -. 100 
Townsend.... 29 
Randolph. . 


Peabody... 
Scituate. . 


1927 
41 
38 
56 
24 

148 
117 
70 
99 
26 
31 
67 
55 
45 
107 
49 
39 
85: 
31 
WZ 
42 
12 
20 
20 
35 


123 East Douglas...........- 
124 East Templeton.......... 


126 «= Essex....... 
127 Westboro.... 
129 Haverhill. . 
130 Lawrence. . 


132 Carver 

133 Attleboro... .....-..5+++5 
134 Monson 

135 Ashby 

136 Palmer........- 

137 

138 

139 East Medway......---++ 
140 Grafton s.. x ao.sic nee ees 


141 Somerset. . 


144 Bridgewater. 
145 Roxbury.... 
146 Brookfield... 


149 Manchester. . 
150 New Bedford 
153 Winchester. . 
154 Methuen. . 
156 Boston. ... 
158 Walpole. .. 
160 Hopkinton. 


151 Holbrook.........-++-+ ae 


IT OtAIG.. ¢ ara avesssoistencisie inte es 


Membership 


1926 1927 
Sereieyaie 14 14 
33 35 

26 26. 

19 19 

68 64 

105 110 

13 13 

62 61 

Bore 26 77 80- 
36 37 

17 13 

19 18 

12 12 

15 15 

26 24 

18 18 

31 32 

39 4l 

42 41 

prerersiaie 28 25 
23 24 

55 47 

setae 69 77 
ovale tae 52 42 
70 70 

155 143 

34 34 

39 37 

26 27 

30 30 

Rassias 29 29 
RaESOA 37 37 
ass ALLO 8765: 


DIVISION PROPERTY 


22 Sections of filing cabinet............. 


1 Dictaphone, with 12 records. . 
National Parade Flag...... 
Division Parade Flag. . 

3 Roll-top desks...............-- 

1 No. 10 Smith-Premier typewriter 

1 Addressograph..........-..00: 

1 Underwood Duplicator 

1 Steel typewriter desk. . 


1 Check protector...... ERocamrsd 


2 Swiveltchairss s o.0 0c «isan 
1 Numbering machine 
1 Linoleum rug. . . 
1 Typewriter chair 
2 Tron flag stands. . 
1 Costumer. . 
1 Clock. ... 
1 Small table... 
Mirror and towels 
1 Letter scale..... 
1 Waste basket.........,.. 
1 Hand riveting machine... .... 
1 Royal No. 5 typewriter and cover 
1 Parcel Post scale 
1 Adding Machine 


‘Also “Ditts: $1,080.51 
see eat Seal, bound volumes of War Records, Encampment 
Sports; The Banner”, Charter, framed pictures of all Past Division 


Commanders, Mounted Maps, extra Dictaphone Records, Copy Holder, 
Paper Cutter, ete. 5 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Balance reported at last Encampment 


Receipts 


Sale of typewriter. 


) 10.00 
Membership Fees. 157.20 
Division Commander’s Donations 1927, 32 ‘50 
Holliets Home Day 1027e\.) 4 ee 87.47 

2.46 
3.00 


$12,820.91 
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Expenditures 


General: 
POE Capita GAR veers: va. cssore riers oi woissons $2,956.37 
SUD DUGRS ..ssicescgnaus-on aan ae ® 520.83 
Encampment Proceedings 1926 410.15 
Division Encampment 1926 .-. 243.08 
Travelling: Division Commander.... 182.41 
ee Others 3 26.00 
Camp Officers’ Bonds. ............-- 45.00 
Divison Officers’ Bonds............. 30.00 
Insurance 4.65 
Special Encampment.............-- 66.00 
Initiation Meesi.< <:: sweiesasu viet o's 60.50 
Charter Fee. . . wats 5.00 
1027 Roster sn < \Ssins a toes sen ena 88.00 
1O2G Rosters. imac 's eputienieie alctersts « 89.50 
Office: 
Secretary: ame Me eck, «cae $800.00 
Glethes. sens ee oat ons ahatcrorseemsronect 420.00 
Rent and Ligh 647.97 
Postage. . scr: . 240.00 
Printing and Stationery aa 283.97 
Telephone......... R 112.57 
Incidentals. . . 19.04 
Office Appliances F 22.92 
Cabinet Files. .... o 71.30 
Adding Machine................0% 98.00 
1927 Encampment Reception......... 111.50 
‘Treasurers... .iaake he ote = 51.00 
Roster Envelopes. . 1.50 
Appropriations: 
Delegates to National Encampment.. $200.00 
Div. Commander to Nat. Encamp... . 89.75 
John A. Andrew Home Donations. ... 111.76 
Organizing yeats te 2 ome feces ne : 23.10 
B. J. Loring Fund. . 142.25 
Old Tronsides Fund. .... 12.55 
1926 Encampment Reception. 48.16 
Publicity a fes sprees: 17.75 
Radio Programs. 3 e SoGG 12.50 
Ploweérs< taceweeas < 28,50 
John A. Andrew Home Div. Appro... . 200.00 
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$4,677.49 


2,262.97 


$3,878.77 


Donations “Div. Commander Gift’”’. . 16.00 


Grand Army Per Capita Tax........ 800.00 
Reception Commander-in-Chief. . . . 129.00 
Sons of Veterans’ Day.............. 11.00 
Sons of Vets.’ Day and Div. Appro.. 22.50 
Sons of Vets.’ Day 1927............ 76.47 
S. V. Day, Div. Appropriation eo 25.00 
Faneuil Hall, Initiation............. 42.25 
Encampment Ribbons............. 10.00 
Div. Commander’s Gift 1927....... 29.50 
Encampment Proceedings (bound)... 3.25 2,051.29 9,607.55 
Balance on hand Mar. 31, 1927....... $3,213.36 
SUPPLY ACCOUNT 
Supplies on hand March 21, 1927 
PDO OHU ELT OR 154, 
Camp packets furnished. . . : any : Ged 
Received for supplies...................... 479.49 $647.74: 
415.35 
198.92 614.27 
$33.47 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Assets 
B. T. Loring Fund 
*e''s sf seers arate eialavaielats rateas 641.31 
Soe Fund..... $3,213.36 
‘ermanent Fund. 6,893.17 
G. A. R. Fund 4,565.37 
5.05 
982.51 
154.56 
120.36 
129.00 
$16,704.69- 
Liabilities 
March Per Capita Tax... ., 
March Initation Fees............ Ban on 
$836 .76- 
$15,867.93. 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORTS OF CAMP TREASURERS 


On hand March 31, 1926......-sceeeeeeeere $25,315.11 
Received from all sources.....+++++++ asiege tai 31,688.83 $56,983.94 
6,188.20 
2,010.82 
22,293.53  30,492.55- 
$26,491.39 
BENJAMIN J. LORING FUND 
Amount on hand 1926 Encampment.......0eeeessereereeee $474.81 
Received April 6 from W. R. C.... 142.25: 
12 months’ interest. .......-... see eee rene OF 24.25. 
Amount on hand at 1927 Encampment........--++++++ eeeee $641.31 
Fund deposited in Home Savings Bank. 
PERMANENT FUND 
Amount on hand 1926 Encampment. . - $6,593.63. 
Interest on Savings Bank account. 235.79 
Interest on Liberty Bonds. .........seeeeeerecererereecees 63.75: 
$6,893.17 
ACCOUNT IN DETAIL 
Melrose Savings Bank: 
Book No. 23351......0.e se eecee cee eeeeceeere $1,228.09 
12 months’ interest.......-eeeeevees vloie'sielele aie 62.15 1,290.24 
Charlestown Five Cent Savings Bank: 
Book No. 94964... .cccscccecsscecerceseceees 1,557.80 
12 months’ interest 78.82 
‘ 1,636.62: 
Hudson Savings Bank: 
Book NO. /38587... scsi: eset ss os cisisisiseeieieies 
12 months’ interest.......... ie 
Interest on Ist Liberty Loan ... 
“ it ond) a “ 
“ ® ged | “ 1,271.04 
Boston Penny Savings Bank: 


$1,143.27 
52.00 1,195.27 


Book No. 101764 
12 months’ interest 


Securities 


‘Ist Liberty Loan Bond, registered 418%, converted 


EN OLOGOG at RpAMeat hase scious sie sseibsaca aaa bible 51h woes $500.00 
2nd Liberty Loan Bond, registered 414%, converted 
INO SAB DOA aE) DATs et4/ 7s eyes s¥acsasseyss aassorv¥lace seein 500.00 
-8rd Liberty Loan Bond, registered 414%, converted z 
PEO MU SEOO Sth OMORh. sisty as, scaiais al ieosare.ma tivte-anve 500.00 1,500.00 
$6,893.17 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM .L. ANDERSON, 
Division Secretary 
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Report of Division Treasurer 


FRED E. BOLTON, CAMP 46, ROXBURY 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 
The following is a summary of receipts and disbursements of this 


office during the year just past. 


Received from the previous administration ........ $3,160. 46- 
3 during March quarter.......--+ .. $1,838.30 
Gs « June quarter..........-+- om 75 
ee «Sept. quarter. Si 24 


ve « Dec. quarter....... 


.39 
« «Mar. quarter 1927.... -29 $18,605.43 
Expended to March Quarter 2,378.42 
ee June £6 Bea 1,740.46 
i Sept. oS 2,203.61 
os Dec. “ 2,171.52 
“Mar, 1927“ 2,479.89 10,973.90 
Balance in General Fund April 18, 1927.......... $2,631.53. 


FRED E. BOLTON, 
Division Treasurer 
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Report of Division Patriotic Instructor 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fith Annual Encampment:— 


The following is a summary of the reports received from the Camp 
Patriotic Instructors: 


Number of Camps reporting................ 12 
Number of Camps not reporting............ 31 
Total number of Camps................ 151 


‘Camps not reporting:—3, 8, 18, 19, 24, 32, 42, 54, 56, 71, 72, 77, 84, 89, 
96, 105, 107, 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, 122, 123, 126, 132, 134, 140, 
142, 160, 161. 
Received blank report from Camp 23, no questions answered. Written 
-on bottom of blank (No Patriotic Instructor in office). No name signed. 


Question No. 1— “‘Are all public schools in your locality supplied with 


Flags?” 
-Answers— 108 Camps “Yes.” 
1 « «No? 
1 “No, partially.” 
1 a apn 


“Question No. 2a— “Is the salute to the Flag given in the schools?” 
Answers— 108 Camps “Yes.” 


1 “Sometimes”. 
1 “ “Most grades.” 
1 “Tn some.” 


, 6 “ Question not answered. 
Question No. 2b— “Daily or occasionally?” 
Answers— 88 Camps “Daily.” 


25 “ — “Occasionally’’. 
1 “ “Not daily in all schools.” 
1 “ “Daily in grades, weekly in High.” 
2 “ — Question not answered. 


“Question No. 8a— “Is there observance of special Patriotic days?” 
Answers— 111 Camps “Yes.” 

P 6 “Question not answered. 
‘Question No. 3b —“Birthdays of Washington, Lincoln, Grant, McKinley, 


Memorial Sunday, Memorial Day, Flag Day?” 
-Answers— 36 Camps Celebraied all. 


1 “Did not observe Memorial Sunday.” 
53 “ “Did not observe Grant and McKinley.” 
18 “ ‘Did not observe McKinley.” 
2 “ “Did not observe Washington, Grant, McKinley.”’ 
3 “ “Did not observe Lincoln, Grant, McKinley.” 
al “Did not observe Lincoln, Grant, Washington, 
McKinley.” 
5 “Did not observe Grant, McKinley, Memorial 
Sunday.” 
2 “ “Did not observe McKinley, Memorial Sunday.” 


1 “Did not observe Grant, McKinley, Memorial 
Sunday, Flag Day.” 
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Question!No. 4— “Do teachers show a lively interest in Patriotic ob- 
servance?”’ 

Answers— 85 Camps “Yes.” 

2 « &No.” 

4 « OPain” 

4 « «Some of them.” 

3 « Some do.” 

1  ~ESome? 

1 «None too well.” 

1 « “They could do better.” 

1 “ “Moderate.” 

2 « “Very good.” 

1 «Most of them do.” 

1 «Some do, others not.” 

1 « “Asa rule, yes.” 

1 « “Very much so.” 

1 « — “Acceptably so.” 

1 « 4 fairly good interest.” 

1 « Partly.” 

4 * — Question not answered. 

1 « “Yes in all ways.” , 
Question’No. 5— “How many Flags have been donated to schools in 


be your locality this year?” 
Answers— 59 Camps “None.” 


1 « “Do not know.” 
1 « “By city?” 
2 « “All supplied.” 
1 « “Supplied by town.” 
1 « “All have Flags.” 
1 « «6 that I know of.” 
1 ghee? 
1 «All new schools.” “ 
1 « “Several.” 
6 «  «] Bag.” 
2 «2 Flags.” 
2 «83 Flags.” 
3 « «4 Plags.” 
1 “ “5 Flags.” 
3 «6 Flags.” 
2 COT Mag 
2 «8 Flags.” 
1 « «9 Flags.” 
1 st 12) Flags.” 
1“ 16 Flags.” 
1 20 Flags.” 
23 “Question not answered. 


Question,No. 6— “‘Are prizes offered by individuals or Camps to public 
schools for patriotic essays?” 


(C39) 


Answers— 73 Camps “No.” 


1 


6 


Ree RRR 


15 


Question No. 7— 


“ 


« 


“Yes,” 
“At times.” 

“Not that I know of.” 
“By schools.” 

“By W.R.C.” 

“By Camp none.” 
“Sometimes.” 

“Have been.” 

“T do not know.” 

“Yes, Elks.” 

“None.” 

Question not answered. 


“Has Lincoln’s Gettysburg tablet been placed in?any 


public schools in your vicinity?” 


Answers— 17 Camps “Yes.” 
64 


DERE HEE 


25 


Question No, 8— 


“ 


« 


“No,” 
“City Hall.” 

“In High School.” 
“High School.” 
“Most.” 

“Already in.” 

“Tn already.” 

“Not I know.” 

“Don’t know.” 
“Some.” 

“gn 

Question not answered. 


‘Were the Sunday Schools invited to have special 


services on Sunday preceding Memorial Day and 
other national holidays?” 


Answers— 54 Camps “Yes.” 
36 


a 


ee Oey 


« 
“ 


“No.” 
“Can't answer.” 

“Occasionally.” 

“Yes, and they accepted in large numbers.” 

“Yes, on Memorial Sunday.” 

“No special services but. took part with others.” 
“Some,” 

“Yes and exercises were held.” 

“Tn conjunction with the churches.” 

“Doubtful.” 

“Yes, with the churches.” 

“Not to my knowledge.” 

“Not by the Camp.” 

“No, not by the camp.” 

“Joint services,” 

“They always take active part.” 

Question not answered. 
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Question No. 9— “Were the public schools generally invited to take part 
in Memorial Day and other national holidays?” 


Answers— 92 Camps “Ye: 
ENO 

“« “Memorial Day.” 

« “Yes, Memorial Day.” 

“Sine, march and fire salute.” 

«Yes, and turned out in large numbers.” 
“Yes, inclusive of Boy Scouts organization.” 
“Yes, on Memorial Sunday.” | 

“Yes, and they accepted in large numbers.” 

“« “High School Battalion”. 

«Yes, special exercises.” 

«€No usual.” 

“Schools furnished children for flower strewing.” 
“ “Tn parade May 30-July 4.” 

“Questions not answered. 


” 


WHERE EH HHP HW DD 


Question No. 10— “Was Memorial Sunday generally observed by the 
churches with patriotic services?” 


Answers— 109 Camps ‘‘Yes.” 

3 i INO? 
ac “Some.” 
“« “Union services.” 
“Yes, Union servi 
« “Only one.” 
“Question not answered. 


Bee eH 


Question” No. 11— “Are there any objectional school histories used in the 
public schools of your vicinity?” 
Answers— 88 Camps “No.” 
a QD 
« eNone.” 
“« “Not that I know of.” 
« "No know.” 
“« “Not to my knowledge.” 
“Not to my knowledge”. 
“Not know of.” 
“None know of.” 
«« “Not in the public schools.” 
“Don’t think so.” 
« “Cannot say.” 
“« —©Do not know.” 
10 “Questions not answered. 


BRE eee eee PAD 


Question No. 12— “What amount has been expended by your Camp in 
furthering the patriotic instruction during the past 
calendar year?” 
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Answers— }44 Camps “None.” 


Be ee eee en PT 


H 


eee ee ee) 


22 


“« 


73 


“Nothing.” 
“No.” 
«9.7 


“None direct.” = 


“No cash.” 

“None by the Camp.” 

“Nothing as far as I know.” 

“Uncertain.” 

“No expenses.” 

“All gratis.”” 

“Special observance of Lincoln, Washington, also 
Flag Day. Costing about $20.00.” 

“$400.00 by selling Flags to all the stores to dis- 
play on holidays.” 

“Several brothers have given their time and 
money.” 

“So small I can’t tell you.” 

“We have spent some on Patriots’ Night for 
G. A. R.” 

“Not any.” 

“$200.00 by individual effort of members.” 

“Around $50.00.” 

“About $50.00.” 

“$25.00.” 

“$50.00.” 

“$37.50.” 

“$5.00.” 

“$15.00.” 

“$78.00.” 

“$30.00.” 

“$10.00.” 

“$11.00.” 

“$200.00.” 

$400.00.” 

Question not answered. 


‘Question No. 13— “Does the Camp offer its services to the G. A. R. for 


Memorial Day and other occasions?” 


-Answers— 94 Camps “Yes.” 
1 


BNR Ree ee 


“« 


“ 


“No.” 
“x 

“Always.” 

“At any time.” 

“Yes on every occasion.” 
“Yes, always.” 

“Yes, always at all times.” 
“At all times.” 

“Not any Post.” 
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Question No. 14— 


Answers— 66 Camps “Yes. 


13 
1 
1 


let tl el el Oe Ce 


a 


“Yes, very much so.”” 


« “Cortainly.” - 
« «This Camp is Always ready at all times for 
G.A.R.” 


«Yes, Camp has full charge Memorial Day.” 

« ©The Post disbanded 1920 and we are carrying on 

their work.” 

“We are going to.” 

«We have always.” 

«Yes, not offer, but are doing it for them.” 

«Yes, to all comrades as Post has disbanded.” 

« "Yes. We act as bearers at all funerals.” 

“Does the Camp assume charge of Memorial Day for 
the Post?” 


” 


«UN? 

« “We work with the G. A. R.” 

«A. M. with the Post. P. M., S. V. Ritual at 

Sherburn.” 

« “Partially.” 

« “Tn cooperation with the Legion.” 

«Partly, all graves decorated by the Camp.” 

« «No. Assist Am. Legion.” 

“« “No, but assists.” 

“Full charge.” 

“In some ways.” 

«Part? 

«We take part with them.” 

“Jointly.” 

ee “"Partly.”* 

« “Not wholly.” 

“Placing Flags and flowers on graves.” 

« “Jointly with Camp 14.” 

“No not yet.” 

“Practically so.” 

« “Assist the Post.” 

“No, American Legion has charge.’ 

“Cooperates.” 

«* «Under their leadership.” 

“Yes, working with American Legion.” 

“No, assists.” 

“Has every charge.” 

“Post still able to carry on. Camp assists, does 
most of work. 

“Decorates the graves.” 

“Under direction of Post.” 
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Question No. 
Answers— 


BREN NP HPP RP Re ee 


“Yes. See letter attached.” 
“Complete charge.” 

“With the Post.” 

“1925 Officer of the Day.” 

“We have the entire work to do.” 
“With the American Legion.” 
“Full charge all work.” 

“Tt did last year.” 


“None.” 

“Nothing special.” 

“Nothing.” 

“Nothing this quarter.” 

“Patriotic meetings after Camp meetings, open 
to public. Result beneficial.” 

“Recommend that Flags be put on autos, also 
working with heads of schools. Good results.” 

“We had an open meeting Lincoln’s Day and the 
school invited.” 

“Tn doing all we can to help the Grand Army in 
every way we can.” 

“Held Veterans’ Night. Awakened interest.” 

“We have furnished 8 Flags for the Boy Scouts, 
1 for Parochial school and a lot of other work.” 

“Always at work in cooperation with other patri- 
otic bodies.” | 

“We are keeping up the Memorial Day work | 
which the Post used to do, and always receive 
good support from the school children and the 
general public.” 

“Gave pcizes $5.00, $3.00, $2.00 and $1.00 for best 
essays on Lincoln. Over 100 competed. Gave 
moving picture of Lincoln in Town Hall.” 

“We had a contest for the school children to write 
an essay on ‘What is the G. A. R. and What 
does it mean?’ It was a great success.” 

“Open meeting in September and Union Veterans’ 


Night.” | 
“Donated $37.50 for E. R. Wallace Post 122 | 
Memorial.” | 


“Replaced all Flags for G. A. R. graves.” 

“Reflag graves every three months.” 

“Two Camp members have charge of the Town 
Flag poles and see that they are displayed.” 

“We have observed Memorial service for those 
who died the past year of the G. A. R. in June. 
Also Veterans’ Night and Lincoln’s birthday 
and Flag Day and the holidays.” 


ni See 
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“A son addressed the schools—it stimulates 
Patriotism.” 

“Rspecially observing all patriotic holidays.” 

“Have assisted the Post on all occasions.” 

“Talks to vaious schools, just before Memorial 

by membe-s of Camp about G. A. R.” 

er attached.” 


58 


“a 


See le 
“Patriotic meetings.’ 
“Good. Helped the Boy Scouts.” 

“Presented Flag to Boy Scouts. Had Boy Scouts 
and Gicl Scouts march and help in decorating 
graves on Memorial Day.” 

“Placed Flags on graves of G. A. R. twice a year.” 

“Nothing outside functions pertaining to our 
order.” 

“Celebrated Sesquicentennial, with Patriotic 
Pageant and Entertainment.’ 

“Telped furnish § Flags to new High School.” 

“Commander impersonated Lincoln and delivered 
Gettysburg 4 times. Camp conducted Lincoln 
Night and Veterans’ Night Exercises.” 

“N, B.—Office of Patriotic Instructor was de- 
clared vacant in June.” 

“We always sce that the Flag is respected and in 
no way abused.” 

“Had a speaker on Veterans’ Night and Enter- 
tainment. Invited all eligible sons.” 

“Nothing special as a Camp. Members put in good 
word or deed when it will count towards good 
citizenship, ete.” 

“By observing the special days with appropriate 
programs.” 

“Visiting public schools with G. A. R. Comrades.”” 

“We have held our meetings ready and talked 
patriotism to all we could at all times.” 

“Very little the past year.” 

“Have had several speakers and all enjoyed it.” 

“Noy. 22—1926. Cooperated with G. A. R., Am- 
erican Legion and Auxiliaries in observing Navy 
Day.” 

“Camp without Instructor until last October when 
Iwas installed.” 

“We have been foremost of all patriotic orders. 
Credit given by press.”” os 

“Went to Cheshire and Savoy.” 

“Patriotic meeting by the Fraternal Family with 
public invited.” 

“Drive for membership with very good results.” 
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ib “-©Public Installation, Lincoln Night observance 
and Veterans’ Night celebration.” 

1 «Nov. 24, 1926. We had a Patrioict Ball.” 

1 “" “Campfire, Veterans’ Night and a U. S. Grant 
Night.” 

1 “© number of public assemblies, with Veterans 
present and assitsing.” 

63 “ Question not answered. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT R. STEPHENSON, 
Division Patriotic Instructor 


Report of Division Organizer 


GEORGE B. STRATTON, CAMP 70, BOURNE 


To the Division Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment: 


. My report as Division Organizer is very unsatisfactory from my point 
cs view, and seven months of illness of myself and continued illness of my 
is my only alibi, much to my regret as hada very extensive campaign 
mapped out for the past year. 
Ihave only to my credit: the organizati 
) ganization of one Camp, Camp 10 of 
Se awe only made possible by the untiring work of Brother 
pecan a ee aa Camp 88, Scituate. I heartily commend Brother 
: is assistance and work i 
ielial ecaiet and work in my behalf when he learned of my 
ae ie A time I sincerely thank Senior Vice Division Commander A. C. 
edhe poe: Secretary W. L. Anderson, Past Division Commander E. F. 
ne pa eee Junior Vice Commander E. W. Howland, Past Commander 
i es it comb (69), and the degree team of Camp 4 of Plymouth for 
val y ara in organization of Camp 10, 
also organized the Barnsts iation 8. 
antieeeeatee rstable County Association S$. U. V. C. W. 
I ae to encourage other Camps to work for a gain in member- 
and done all possible for the past pension bills and legislation. 
Respectfully submitted, r 
GEORGE B. STRATTON, 
Division Organizer 


ship, 
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Report of Division Publicity Secretary 


To Division Commander Moran and the Members of the Forty-fifth Division” 

Encampment:— 

I submit herewith my report as Division Publicity Secretary for the 
term ending March 31, 1927. 

The possibilities for change in the type of work done in this position 
are not very good. The amount of news from the different Camps and 
organizations connected with the Division varies from time to time. 
Usually it is necessary to rewrite the various items so as to bring them 
within the limits allowed to this Division by the ‘‘Banner”. Since we 
have been honored by having as Commander-in-Chief a member of this 
Division, the editors of the ‘Banner’ have been even more liberal than 
usual with space for this Division, and I wish to thank them for their 
courtesy in this and many other matters. ™ 

A great many Camps fail to send in any news items during the whole 
year, and I believe they do not realize this opportunity to help themselves, 
and to encourage others in the Division, as well as in the entire Com- 
mandery. Let us hear from you, Brothers. 

The last Encampment authorized the appointment of a Publicity 
Committee of three including the Publicity Secretary. This Committee 
failed to get properly functioning, so far as spending any money for radio 
broadcasts is concerned, although we supposed it was all arranged once; 
but the broadcasting station gave our time to some one else. However, 
we did some work on publicity at the time of the Special Division Encamp- 
ment, and also at the time of the Reception to Commander-in-Chief 
Homan. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILFRED H. LIBBEY, 
Division Publicity Secretary 
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Report of Division Inspector 


Division Commander, Division Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth 
Annual Encampment:— 


Brothers: 


In rendering the above report I wish to thank the Division Officers 
Hae the Camp members for the kindly assistance they have given me in 
= ping to carry out the duties of my office, especially do I wish to thank 

as sever District Commanders, in many cases you have gone over the 
top and given me 100 per cent, those who have not I know have tried just 

ee hard and I appreciate their honest effort. 
iif a eng ad Division had a net loss of 281 members in the first 
Sa es e year. I have faith that with the membership drive 
not, it will eu tae in progress, we will more than come back. If we do 
ae wale be e fault of the membership drive committee. This com- 
ti wer worked hard and they deserve much credit and the thanks of 

e entire Division. 

aig th aie Bae “slump” in the value of real estate reported by the 
ee ies an ates es compared with 1925, I think that there is 
holdings. ) perhaps some of the Camps did not report their 
~ ra ae ae often we see masons repairing the foundation of a 
ae rae cane ooking building, everything above the ground looking fine, 
one of the pours falling apart, have you ever thought that we have 
organization that meets best, foundations in the world to build up an 
Cota es pein a never topple over, the foundation handed down 
arrived anee =e ae a foundation that will never crumble. The time has 
wanting, let us aS din the handwriting on the wall, let us not be found 
Grand Army me 7 in our power to retain the confidence of the few 
Y men that we have left, let. us show them and the people in 


the community in whi A 
anes ¥ in which we live that we mean business and are here to 


Wishing the Mas 


Civil War, prosperity sachusctts Division, Sons of Union Veterans of the 


and an existence without end I am, 
Yours in F., C. and 10Rs 
NED H. WHITE 
Division Inspector 
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INSPECTION RATINGS OF 1926, AS COMPARED WITH 10925 


Points in 1925 Points in 1926 


Camp 
STS VaaMss. cei cwcersveimnessysiene 92 95 
2 Worceste 96 95 
3 Somerville. — Not Inspected 
4 Plymouth.. ec 100 100 
& AUdsO nbs os aves ce 3 100 100 
6 Beverly cose iecekn : 99 100 
7 Swampscott. . 74 62 
8 East Boston 90 Not Reported 
9 99 94 
11 Whitman.. 100 100 
12 Hingham... 8s 97 
13 Stoughton. . = 99 96 
14 Cambridgeport............-.05 06+ 98 100 
15 Spring sicsec svewraemwecies meee 100 98 
16 Canton.... 91 92 
TZ Brockton. ..55 cseewe scene se gees 92 ran 
18 Uxbridge. ........5.... cece eens 51 57 
19 ....Not Inspected Not Inspected 
20 Colrain 75 98 
21 Lawrence.. ; oop 97 88 
22 Middleboro...........+----00000s 98 92 
SS Teading? .:..4 ic wasnt a v5 sate 93 Not Inspected 
24 Gloucester. 97 85 
25 Worcester. . 100 100 
26 Taunton... 5 90 95 
Zt Wingston, sss. asa aes sae shee 44 Not Inspected 
28 Fitchburg 95 92 
29 Watertown. 3 F 2 91 Not Inspected 
30 Dorchester. 100 
31 Newtonville. . 64 
32 South Braintree. 69 67 
33 Amesbury. . 97 8s 
34 Wakefield. . 100 100 
35 New Bedford. 96 100 
36 East Weymouth 100 100 
37 Gardner......... , 100 100 
38 West Bridgewater Not Inspected Not Inspected 
39. North Adams: ...chs sn ceeus eee 96 100 
40 SAyers a. 2. 4 e 95 90 
Al Walthatiis. sci ottianisrse om ap wonancte Not Inspected Not Inspected 
AD Voxborots. ven.ceWilnee te oe eee Ge 4 
43 Berlin OF 93 
44 Westfield 100 100 
45 Arlington. . St Heycncgtath 94 92 
46 Roxbury : 98 94 
47 Norwood. . Not Inspected Not Inspected 


Camp Points in 1925 Points in 1926- 
480 Northampton. 213.20 02-......0.- 98 99 
49 Natick...... 84 "78 
50 Rockland............ 96 79 
51 Jamaica Plain........ 100 99 
52 Leominster. . 100 100 
53 Orange........... 95 98 
54 Medford......... : 92 7 
55 Southbridge. . Not Inspected Not Inspected 
56 Cambridge......... 87 93 
57 Easthampton......, x 98 94 
58 Hyde Park. . -Not Inspected Not Inspected 
59 Framingham. 100 100 
SON Holyokewe. 1... 100 100 
61 Cambridgeport. 100 100 
62 Everett 79 97 
63 Holliston. 69 98 
64 Ashland 85 Not Inspected 
COMPACHOMMER rte sy 100 98 
66 Woburn 96 96 
67 Abington... 100 100 
68 Winchendon. 100 95 
69 Pembroke. . . 100 100 
70 Bourne.... : 96 92 
a ...Not Inspected 98 
‘ : 89 90 
73 North Brookfield. -Not Inspected Not Inspected 
74 Milton. 2)... 100 100 
75 Mansfield... , 87 93 
76 Amherst...... 94 93 
77 Needham. 93 et 
SPaLowell ee eeariy. | 79 79 
79 Melrose 98 100 
80 Malden 99 97 
81 Chelsea 100 100 
82 Townsend 75 79 
84 Randolph 89 86 
85 Webster 96 96 
86 Barre... k 86 95 
S7Peabody emis | 8 92 
88 Scituate... . 98 100 
89 Brighton. 99 98 
90 Fall River 98 99 
92 Millbury. 95 99 
93 Danvers. . 90 90 
94 Marlbor 75 79 
95 Quincy Bee aes 90 96 
‘OGMMBGstonnat |. eesReek SePE Ol” we Not Inspected Not Inspected! 


Camp 


7 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
129 
130 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
14 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 


Points in 1925 Points in 1929 


KGAMB i. 5s wre siheme ie graioraregsnnie« 97 
South Boston....... . .Not Inspected 


Shelburne Fall 
Famovers, «0.0 sa eis RIE © 90 
Westmitister. .....5.25- 100 
Falmouth. .... Re 83 
W. Newbury......... ae 90 
Saugus ais 98 
Lexington..... 94 
Charlestown. .... 75 
BHO. csyeceneseres tse 85 
Pittsfield. .. 100 
Newburyport. ... 3 95 
Chatham. . . .Not Inspected 
Andov as 95 
Centerville... . Not Inspected 
Greenfield... . 98 
Marion. . 95 
Duxbury... 100 
South Hanson. .........+-++++05 98 
Beverly Farms. .........0ss+-+0+% 97 
Eastondale. . . 94 
INP WEN: 3 oh 3h SMeRaa dis se aNea ee Not Inspected 
Northfield. 4 cnr. carhete. sloeroeieeeter is 
Holden 79 
East Douglas Not Inspected 
95 


East Templeton.........-....-++5 


Fiskdale...... . .Not Inspected 
FESSOR iis Sie Stace weeralsiane 55.286 ‘ fe 
Westboro: <2 jessie grea 100 
Haverhill : 100 
Lawrence. . -Not Inspected 
Carvenccd cartainrnnateaysie HINT 100 
Attleboro! «seas <verevvasaapantas tenes) eke 98 
Monson... P . .Not Inspected 
WASH Ast etere sceneries oh¥evs aan tterearoretets & 
PRIMER chil ou sc aE ane 2 


Great Barrington. 
Turner's Falls 
East Medway. 


Grafton... . 

Somerset... . 83 
Rockport. . 74 
Norwell oir... Neele oe hae are 79 
Bridgewater . Re 71 
FROxb rye seats see teteters omens re 93 


100 
92 
67 
93 
100 
91 
83 
95 
92 
94 
67 
100 
93 
Not Inspected 
97 
Not Inspected 
100 


85 
Not Inspected 
70 


95 
Not Inspected 
“ 


99 

Not Inspected 
100 
98 


Not Inspected 
‘ “ 


Camp Points in 1925 Points in 1926 


146 Brookfield...... Pieters og sees specter vot Inspecte 

canes Not oe d Not Vi. eted 

DSS PANO tte aenesctitice cicnoe ves sais de 76 86 

149 Manchester. . 91 79 

15 New Bedford 10 10 

153 Winchester Not Inspected Not Inspected 

154 Methuen.. 100 100 

Ae esac : é 62 Incomplete 24 
Oa Cr ieinratofein oa 3's oF o's. Neg Not Inspected Not Inspected 

16 Hopkinton, 53 se 

SISTER ELOL 0 eat teeta et ivrs acela x's is wiseiars 91 8 


; Total number of Camps inpsected 115: not inspected 33. Those not 
inspected are as follows: 8, 19, 23, 27, 29, 38, 41, 42, 47, 55, 58, G4, 73, 


96, 110, 112, 121, 123, 195, 196, 130 8 : 
‘ 23, 12 30, 134, 135, 136, 1: : 
meme Te Te ST 


INITIATION WORK 


Not 
Excellent Fair Poor Reported 
Commander Saas 63 35 2 sl 
8. V. Commander 62 37 1 oe 
J. V. Commander. . 54 42 4 31 
Patriotic Instructor 65 382 3 81 
Chaplain... . 61 35 4 at 
Guide ene | Wen dae 276 22 3 a 
eportment of Members........ 94 6 0 ae 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
No 
if 
5 
(0) 
1 
3 
0 
10) 
No 
3 
0 
4 
0 
10) 
10) 
1 
9 
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General Order File properly kept. ........... 06.00 sees 12 
Secreta Duplicate Reports properly kept i 8 
Treasurer’s Duplicate Reports properly kept.......-.-.- 109 6 
GENERAL QUESTIONS 

Yes No 
Meeting well conducted by the Commander............ 110 5 
Opening and Closing Exercises well done. . 4 
Guards properly instructed 4 
Badges, Insignia and Ribbons correct......-...-.---+++ i 
Flag Salute and Pledge properly given. .....-.--..-..+- ay 
Camp Council Report on file......... 18 
Treasurer’s Due Notice sent properly 0 
Treasurer's Monthly Report filed.........6-++++ ++ e000 106 9 
Members in arrears notified of penalty 0 
Badges and Constitution presented to candidates........ 114 1 
Camp By-Laws on filé. 0.0.0... ..60ce eee ete tree tees 102 13 

NON-RANKING QUESTIONS 
Camps 
Reporting 

JAV ETE EG DUES sera scossvioved aw Seles a wrepecdionena faup eneneneel 115 $3.15 
Average Initiation Fee............ 115 4.10 
Average Transfer Tee. ~ 92 1.13 
Treasurer bonded mm 26 92 Yes 5 No 
Treasurer bonded in Surety Co........ .. 62 30 by Division 
Value of Camp Property and Equipment. .....-- 106 $31,611.00 
Value of Real Estate...............205- Three Camps Report $25,200.00 
Amount in General fund........ orld $15,707 .94 
Amount in other funds..... 115 $15,778 .57 
Relations with G. A. R. Post. . 107 8 No Post 


115 81 Yes 34 No 
16.02 members 


12.09 members 


Press Correspondent appointed. 
Average attendance at inspection. 
Average attendance for the year........-+++++++ 
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Report of Division Counselor 


Boston, Mass., Maich 26, 1927 
Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 

It has been necessary to submit no formal opinions on matters brought 
before me, but my advice and services have been sought and freely gi 

Harmony has been obtained in the affairs of both the Division and 
the Camps. 

During the year I accepted appointments on yarious committees 
to which I hope I was able to bring something. 

The direction of a Membership Drive to honor our fathers of the 
G. A. R. has occupied my principal attention during the last quarter. 
Those engaged in the work had a “man-sized’’ job on their hands, but 
have gone about the task with enthusiasm, confidence, and energy, and 
@ measure of success has been achieved. The exact results of the “driv 
cannot be determined until later when all reports have been received. 

Division Secretary Anderson has at all times been courteous and 
helpful in all business in which I have been interested. 

I wish to thank Division Commander Moran for his consideration 
and interest and also, all other brothers who have worked hard and un- 
selfishly to make the Massachusetts Division the best in the entire country. 

Fraternally yours in F., C. and L., 
ALBERT G. WOLFT, 
Division Counselor 


Report of Assistant Division Organizer 


Florence, Mass., February 27, 1927 
To the Division Commander, Charles H. E. Moran, Jr., and Members of 
the Forty-fifth Massachusetts Division Encampment:— 

In presenting this report the writer would like to thank the Division 
Commander for entrusting him with the responsibility of this office and 
for the faithful support given him by practically every Camp in Western 
Massachusetts. I have never held strictly to the work pertaining to my 
office but have always worked along the line of ‘Build up the Order.” 

‘ There have been no new Camps organized in Western Massachusetts 
during my term of office, but I have worked toward instituting » Camp 
in Conway or Ashfield and have every hope that the work that has been 
done toward Starting a Camp in that section will materialize in the near 


future and T will make every effort to finish the organizing of a Camp in 
that section. ‘ 


I have accompanied our Division Commander, Charles H. E. Moran, 


Jr, on many of his visits to the various Camps of Western Massachusetts 
which has always been a great pleasure. 

In closing my report, I will say that in or out of office, I shall continue 
to take pleasure in working along the old line of building up our beloved 
Order, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
CHESTER A. WHITE, 
Assistant Division Organizer 
98 Beacon St., Florence, Mass. 
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Report of Dormitory Commission 


To Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment, Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War:— 

The Dormitory Commission wish to render the following report: 

We have conducted the Annual Memorial Day Service, the first 
Sunday in June, as usual. Rev. Benjamin Seaboyer, the Home Chaplain, 
gave the address. The Schuberts sang and Brother Fred Waugh furnished 
the orchestra. A floral wreath was placed on the easel for the departed 
Comrades. Y 

With our Auxiliary we gave Christmas boxes to all Union Veterans 
in the Home. Sister Wilcox of the Auxiliary took care of this work for 
us this year. y 

We have furnished the Home with 24 sheets, 24 pillow cases, 24 face 
towels, 18 spreads, 12 bath towels. , 


Balance on hand last report. . . $142.81 
Receipts, Interest.............00eeee eee on $2.21 
Refund from Christmas : 2.36 
Untertsts:s.2i05 swvauvausdseursrapich Say: . +96 

TGGR ERE «5 sswelesevctare-cuncouage!ecetage sussaye: of tepescey ers 71 6.24 

$6.24 $149.05 

Expenses: 

Memorial Sunday Services.......----+++++00°° $49.00 
One half Christmas Boxes.....---+++++008080+ 25.00 
Supplies for Soldiers’ Home......-+++++++++0++ 70.00 

$144.00 — $144.00 

Balance on hand April 1, 1927......-.-+-+++ $5.05 


We recommend that the sum of two hundred dollars be appropriated 
for the use of the Commission. 
Fraternally yours, 
ERNEST W. HOMAN, 
Secretary-Treasurer Commission 
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Report of Reception of Commander-in-Chief 


ToC. H. E. Moran, Jr. Division Commander:— 

The undersigned Committee who were appointed to arrange for @ 
reception to our honored Brother Ernest W. Homan on his clection as 
Commander-in-Chief, beg leave to submit the following report: 

The Committee was augmented by a Committee from the Auxiliary 
and we organized jointly with P. D. C. KXirchgassner as chairman, Past 
National President, Sister Palmer as secretary, and P. D. C. Wellington 
as treasurer. Several meetings were held and plans were formally made, 
and the reception held on Saturday, November 20th at Hotel Vendome. 
Over 500 members of the Allied Orders as well as several friends of Dr. 
Homan attended to honor him. The guests present and in line with the 
Commander-in-Chief were Division Commander GC. H. E. Moran, Jr., 
Division President Grace T. Howland, Department Commander D. W. 
Brown, National President Anna F. Keene, 8. V. Auxiliary National 
Secretary K. E. H. Carr of §. U. V. Auxiliary, National Counsellor Edward 
K. Gould of 8. U. V., also Ladies of the G. A. R. were represented. Music 
was furnished by Wallace’s Orchestra and refreshments were served 
during the evening. ‘ 

In addition to arranging the reception, your Commitiee felt that 
some suitable reminder should be secured to present to Dr. Homan, and 
so contributions were solicited, and we wish to thank those who so gener- 
ously responded. 

: Division Commander Moran presented the Commander-in-Chief 
with a handsome wrist watch as a gift from the Camps. 

: In addition to presenting a financial account of the reception, we 
desire to express our sincere thanks to all who assisted as ushers, on the 
Reception Committee or in other ways, and trust our handling of the 
affair meets with the approval of all. 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. L. KIRCHGASSNER 
J. T. WELLINGTON 
R.L. SMITH 
C.W. APPLETON 
HARRY WHITFORD 


FINANCIAL REPORT OF TREASURER 


Received in donations from Ca 
ae $71.00 
Paid for wateh.............,., 2 Sega 41.18 $29.82 


Expenses: 
Hall and refreshments , are 


$249.10 
Music...... ‘ a 00 
Flowers..... 4.00 
Express on flags. 1 “00 
Taxi on flags...... oh a “50 
Printing ca. eo eee ee RT... 23.00 $317.60 
Amount due from Auxiliary.................. $158.80 
Amount due from Sons of U. V. 3 158.80 


29.82 $128.98 


JAMES T. WELLINGTON, 
Treasurer of Commitiee 
(48) 


Report of G. A. R. Trust Fund 


Divison Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampments 


Beg to submit the following report for the Commission: 


Amount on hand at last Encampment........... $5,164.72 
Interest on Savings Bank..............0200.0005 172.52 
Interest on Securities. ....5.2..00ssseeceseeeees 38.75 

$5,375.99 
Expended for G. A. R. per Capita Tax........... 800.00 
Amount on hand at this Encampment........... $4,575.99 


Account in Detail 


East Boston Savings Bank......... $1,268.26 


12 months’ interest... . 63.69 
12 months’ interest 1st Liberty Loan Bond. 2 17.50 
12 months’ interest 3rd Liberty Loan Bond...... 21.25 1,370.70 
Worcester Savings Bank...............-0000005 $1,414.58 
12 months’ interest 56.88 
$1,471.44 
Withdrew for G. A. R. Tax 400.00 1,071.44 
Fitchburg Savings Bank..............0-e0e000 2+ $1,481.89 
12 months’ interest. . . 51.96 
$1,533.85 
Withdrew for G. A. R. Tax.......2.-0eeee sees 400.00 1,133.85 
Securities: 
Ist Liberty Loan Bond..............0eeeee008 $500.00 
3rd Liberty Loan Bond.............+-++ Sata 500.00 1,000.00 
Balance on hand at this Encampment...........- $4,575.99 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRED E. BOLTON, 
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Treasurer 


Report of Auxiliary Fair 


Division Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 
Your Committee on Sons of Union Veterans’ Table at our Auxiliar 
Fair November 1 and 2, 1926, make the following report: 


Receipts 
From Camps.... $22.00 
From sale of tonic. 12.80 
From sale of cake. . 7.50 


From sale of Nut Set 3.60 $45.90 


36.50 
3.65 
3.65 10.55 
Wet profit turned over to PAURUMArY.. 5s. 5 sicecicie.s a0 $35.35 


Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES APPLETON, Chairman 
JOSEPH DOYLE (14) 
RAY FOLEY (95) 
CHARLES CROCKER (145) 
GEORGE WOODWARD (30) 
Committee 
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Report of John A. Andrew Home Committee 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Encampment:— 


Other than to say your committee met, formulated and caused to 
be sent, a circular letter to all Camps of the Division relative to funds 
for the GOVERNOR JOHN A. ANDREW HOME, seems almost super- 
fluous. This because one year a specially appointed committee made 
a detailed report to the Convention, telling of the Home’s purpose, its 
environment and support, also of the staff organization. 

Quoting from “Proceedings of fifth, Annual Encampment”, however, 
please note “The Committee are of the opinion that the Home should 
have the strong support of the members of the Sons of Union Veterans, 
ete.” 

In view of this fact, as recommended by a strong, specially appointed 
“special” committee, including past division commanders and further 
that $200 has been appropriated by the Division, it would seem to your 
present serving Home committee that we either support or reject further 
plans for the Home’s maintenance. 

The following Camps have made donations: 


Camp Amount 
Gl Cambridge. oi sec. cele rasan $10.00 
35 New Bedford. .......0..5.2005+ 22.57 
16 Canton..... 2.00 
101 10.00 
143 2.00 
146 2.00 
40 Ay6R oe ssa ceacmdav eee 2.00 
“9. (Melrose. 54. «cas; -ins eee 25.00 
13 Stoughton. 5.00 
116 So. Hanson. 5.00 
88 Scituate. 5.00 
50 Rockland 2.50 
5 Hudson 5.00 
LOO Hanover, .nckcessnes ener 5.00 
Gf Abington} ceoGuys vente 5.00 
59 Framingham te 2.00 
1G SATAheisb! aria wee sentence 2.00 
117 Beverly Frams................ 3.00 
78 Lowell 5.00 
74 = Milton 5.00 
14 Cambridge 5.00 
89 Brighton. ... 5.00 
68 Winchendon. 5.00 
62 Everett... 5.00 
115) Duxbury elt oka eee 5.00 
Totals «ncewerenn ies Okc hath $150.07 


The following camps were unreported at the 1926 Encampment: 


Camp 14 $5.00 
54... 10.00 

127 7.19 

52 5.00 

56.... 5.00 

Alfred Stewart 1.00 
$33.19 


Assuring you that we are pleased to serve the Order in this capacity, 
we are, 
Fraternally, 
HAROLD M. DROWN, P. C. (30), Chairman 
EDWARD D. PIKE, Comm. (9) 
FRED C. WAY (46) 
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Report of Friendly Relations Committee 


The Friendly Relation Committee beg leave to submit the following 
report: 

There were several committee meetings held in Department Head- 
quarters Woman’s Relief Corps where the following organizations were 
represented:—Woman’s Relief Corps, Sons of Veterans, Daughters of 
Veterans, American Legion Auxiliary, Ladies of G, A. R., Sons of Veterans’ 
Auxiliary. 

The General Committee voted to hold a dance and whist party on 
March 10th in Odd Fellows’ Hall, Boston, Mass. 

Your committee reports that this was a success socially, but we are 
obliged to report a financial failure. As the different organizations 
represent, failed to show any interest and returns on tickets were very 
small, and the consequences were that we have quite a large deficit and 
it devolves upon the organizations to meet this deficit by paying their 
equal part. Following is the financial report: 


Total Receipts......... $176.40 Total Expenses......... $259.85 
Total Amount Paid..... 174.85 Amount Paid.......... 174.85 
Onphsind |... Wiis. ot ageetels $1.55 Defer bgs.2%clriate sete $85.00 


This deficit has been divided between the organizations as follows: 
American Legion Auxiliary, $20.00; Ladies of G. A. R., $20.50; Daughters 
of Veterans, $20.00; Sons of Veterans $22.50. 

Our share is $22.50, there is $2.50 due us for tickets that were used 
at the door and not paid for, and will be collected, making our deficit $20.00. 

Your committee is sorry to have to report such a loss, unfortunately, 
the members took no interest in the affair, I distributed 200 tickets, 
between the different camps, but got very few returns. 


Following is an itemized account: 


Receipts Expenses Bills Paid 
Refreshments.. $30.50 Rent......... $65.00 Caterer...... $75.00 
Coat Room.... 7.40 Caterer. 75.00 Music 30.00 


W.R.G... 59.00 Cards. . - 19.60 Cards 19.60 
D. of V. 18.50 Tables....... 12.50 Table 12.50 
S. of V.. 15.00 Printing...... 15.50 Printing . 15.50 
Ty, GA. -. 6.00 Music... 2.25 
S. of V. Aux... 29.00 Secretary 2.25 Rent......:5- 20.00 
Am. Leg. Aux. . 6.50 
At door....... 4.50 

$176.40 $259.85 Paid......... $174.85 


Respectfully submitted 
WILLIAM F. MOORE, Chairman 
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Division Reception Committee 


A committee for the Division Reception appointed by Division 
President, Grace T. Howland, was composed of the following sisters, 
Josephine G. Richardson, 61; Nancy L. Ricker, 45; Margaret L. Waters, 
66; Blanche E. Lewis, 54; Pearl F. Safford, 79. Division Commander, 
Charles H. E. Moran, Jr., appointed William L. Anderson, 79; Thomas 
J. Berry, 30; Edward J. Goodman, 46; John E. Wilcox, 3 to serve on a 
like committee. At a joint committee meeting the following officers were 
elected; Pearl F. Safford, chairman, Josephine G. Richardson, Secretary, 
and John E. Wilcox, Treasurer, The following committees were appointed: 
Hall and Music, W. L. Anderson; Publicity and Printing, E. J. Goodman; 
Ushers, N. L. Ricker and J. E. Wilcox. ’ 

The result of the committee meetings was a reception held in the 
Elks Hotel lodge room on the evening of April 12, 1927. The change of 
location for the reception was a happy one; the environment of the hotel 
left nothing to be desired, and it was voted by everyone the nicest ever. 
Arranging for the refreshments to be served in the cafeteria down stairs 
made much less work for everyone, and was nicer because all could enjoy 
the evening. 

Musie was furnished by Wallace’s Orchestra. Dancing was held 
before and after the reception and the music was enjoyed by those who 
did not dance as well as those who tripped the light fantastic. 

Expenditures were ag follows: 


el al PER WSS CF 69 51: Sereieqer arate duccae $150.00 
Invitations. 11.50 
Programs. 24.00 
Postage 2.50 
Music. . 50.00 
EaGiden tela) Maes 43s! Sa yMessias on Sasha 5.30 

$243 .30 


The co-operation and efficiency of the entire committee were respon- 


sible for the success of the affair and thanks are hereby extended to each 
member of the committee, 


PEARL F. SAFFORD, Chairman 
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Sons of Union Veterans’ Day Committee 


To the Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth Encampment:— 

I hereby submit my report as chairman of the Sons of Union Veterans. 
of the Civil War Day at the Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, April 2, 1927. 

The Committee was greatly pleased with the help of the various camps 
for their donations of money, fruit and candies. Each dormitory was 
visited and every veteran, regardless of war they served.was remembered 
by gifts. The committee wishes to thank all Brothers who helped to 
make the visit a success. 

The evening was devoted to entertainment by two young ladies 
from Mansfield and Brothers from Camp 9. The veterans enjoyed the 
visit and the Division should in the future make more of this day, that we 
may help the shut-ins at the Home. 


Receipts 
CABS ae <icannang Nees Meee ote $95.47 
Massachusetts Division... ........-.+000+e ee eee 6.00 
$101.47 
Expenditures 
Spooner & Drake, Oranges and Apples. . $13.50 
B. Gustat, Tobacco. ............ : 31.44 
Lovell & Covel Co., Candies. 40.80 
Malenrt eee cece PEE aos Moin na Pn oghoesatic 15.00 
POM BE).cwdia cs.d5-ad ve Rae aaa nee ee ee me oe 73 


Se > Ogre 
GEORGE R. BECKMAN (75), Chairman 
PERCY G. TYLER (79) 
FRANCIS A. MURPHY (106) 
JOHN FE. WILCOX (3) 
Committee 
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Communications and Resolutions 


Commander: The Division Secretary will read communications and 
resolutions. 
és (The Division Secretary reads communications addressed to the 
/ommittee on Resolutions, signed by Fred E. Upham, P. D. C. It was 
_ asset of Resolutions that was presented at the Special Encampment and 
referred to this Encampment.) 


To the Committee on Resolutions: 
Gentlemen: 


tek to your request for suggestions, I submit the following: 
Pa e iat and the pessimists have had a part in our affairs for 
be af years—the optimist showed their part, especially in the years 
pe ning with the Bell administration and followed up to the present 
eee, pessimist is certainly hard at work now. The chief value of the 
e ae is to set us all thinking. The time has come now when we must 
nce. ae as they are, and not as we wish they were. 
me ee members have been dropped since the late war—some- 
ae ig Fe an that number have been put back, but why the effort of 
e and money to get members and then drop them! 
yes these dropped members! 
hea ae Heaters may be given. Summing them all up, the fact is 
Sea aral ne im our organization except sentiment to hold them and 
I ah the present time seems to be lacking in a great: many cases. 
Will be une the time will come within five years that the best results 
eae obtained by consolidation of the Sons, Daughters and Auxiliaries 
m a single organization. 
ae the immediate growth of our organization, however, I believe 
Re are the most necessary. 
F 3 9 
the an the teaching, perhaps with specially prepared literature, of 
grandsons, and a determined, energetic drive made to secure the 


membershi aoe x 
work See gilelizible grandsons, and the turning over of the active 


Old men for couns 
are of an a 
fraternal 
work, 

Ritualistic and attractive flo 

Second, there are more 
are eligible to this order, 
forth the objects of our org: 
the necessity of their help. 
pie a attention less to the fact that their fathers fought to whip 

se who dil ered from them in their opinion, but more to the fact that 

their fathers fought to uphold the Union and cxcriiottn principles. 


two 


ge wh el and young men for active work. These grandsons 
organi ae they are not ready to take up the active work of 
fanization and would therefore be more ready to take up our 


or work must be provided for them. 

than a million financially well-to-do men who 
I Suggest that a booklet be prepared, setting 
anization, what we are to do in the future and 
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That with the red tendencies of today someone must still fight for 
these same principles; that the descendants of the Union Veterans can 
best do that work; that we must continue the teaching of patriotism in 
our schools, and that we must always take care of the work of Memorial 
Day. 

That all this costs money and that we are anxious to have every 
eligible son and grandson have a part in the work. Make it plain in this 
book that they are to furnish the financial support of the work, while the 
younger men carry it on. 

Save a place in the book for the insertion of the personal record of the 
father of the eligible solicitor. Make a charge of $5.00 for this book, which 
shall also pay for one year’s membership. 

Follow up each year with interesting accounts of work accomplished 
and include a renewal for another yearfls membership. 

This work should be outlined and backed by our division. Live speakers 
should go to each camp, explain the plan, and help them carry it forward. 
A part of the five dollar fee should come to the division and be used in a 
campaign of printed matter the same as is in use by all who have anything 
to advertise or sell. 

Let M: husetts division set the pace for the others. I beleieve 
many thousand eligibles would be glad to become contributing and sup- 
porting members to carry on the work their fathers have so bravely carried 
on in the past. e 

The optimists and pessimists have their part, but the fact remains 
that there are thousands of eligibles that will not at first take an active 
part but will be glad to have a contributing membership. 

With their strong financial backing, we can take heart and build 
up an organization of an enduring character along lines similar to those 
of the Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Tf all camps were as active as a dozen of our best ones, we would need 
no further activities, but the fact is that eighty per cent of our camps are 
inactive, and it makes it necessary to get young blood interested and 
depend on the older ones for financial support. 


Fraternally, 
FRED E. UPHAM, P. D.C. 


(Division Secretary reads communication from Heary Noble Couden 
Camp 61 addressed to the Resolutions Committee of the 45th Division 
Encampment.) 

Henry Noble Couden Camp 61, S. U. V. C. W., 
291 Green St., Cambridge, Feb. 29, 1927 
To the Resolutions Committee of the Forty-fifth Division Encampment:— 
Brothers: 

We hereby present the following Resolution to be presented at the 
coming Division Encampment, hoping that ti will receive your careful 
consideration. 


(57) 


Whereas, the Legislation fixing a minimum initiation fee carrying, 
with it a provision for increasing the funds of Division and National 
Organizations, passed at our National Encampment in September, 1926, 
was made effective even before Camps were informed of the arrangement; 

. Whereas, by this haste of the National Body, Camps were forced to- 
violate a part of the Legislation or break faith with candidates, in many 
instances by increasing the initiation fee from that previously made, or 
by standing by agreements originally made with them to pay a third 
and oftimes a half of initiation fees received during the quarter ending 
Dee. 31st, 1926; 

Be It Resolved, that this haste was unjust or thoughtless on the part 
of the National Delegates; 

Be it further resolved, that our National Delegates are hereby in- 
structed to present the following at our National Encampment, Dayton, 
Ohio, September next and to do everything possible to secure its adoption. 

Whereas, Camps were not given a reasonable time to adjust themselves 
to the Legislation establishing 2 minimum imitiation fee, passed at our 
National Encampment of Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, in 
September last at Des Moines, Iowa, before it became operative; 

Resolved, that the National Organization shall immediately pay to 
each Division all money received from it for the members initiated by 
Camps within its jurisdiction during the quarter ending Dec. 31st, 1926, 
and on receipt of same from the National Body, each Division is hereby 
instructed to immediately reimburse each Camp within its domain One 
Dollar ($1.00) for each candidate initiated by it during that quarter as 
shown by the quarterly reports. 

Henry Noble Couden Camp 61, Div. Mass. Commander- 


Committee 


Secretary, C. H. Prescott 
Treasurer, T. ©, Lentz 
Sr. Vice, Wilton Bates 


Headquarters C. B. Winn Camp 66, S. of U. V- 


Brother William LA Anclareon Woburn, Mass., Sept. 11, 1926 
Division Secretary Mass. Div. 
Dear Sir: 

ee ition of Legislative Committee Amendment to law, 
money af ae whereby cities and towns are allowed to appropriate: 
Veterans or yn organizations; as this law now reads, the Sons of Union 
The alenestion | o the allied orders of the G. A. R. were not mentioned. 
so that, as ae that steps should be taken to have this Jaw amended 
use shall hevcives os PaBESS; the money usually appropriated to their. 
aeeane fee to the Sons of Union Veterans to expend in properly 
fU. V. Bae, onored. graves of the deceased G. A. R. Unless the Sons- 
or. V. can obtain recognition by legislation the time is very near at hand. 
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when the G. A. R. will be overlooked or brushed aside and the money 
rightfully set apart for their share, will be placed in the hands of the other 
veteran organizations who woild probably perform such service in a very 
unsatisfactory manner. Testimony, supported by affadavits could be- 
readily procured to show that, even now, sums of money extended to 
these organizations is being used for purposes other than the care and 
decorating of graves. 

For example:— The City of Woburn appropriates $800.00; $500.00 
goes to the American Legion; $125.00 to Veterans of Foreign Wars; 
$75.00 to Spanish War veterans; $100.00 to G. A. R. 

The expense of decorating is largely borne by the G. A. R. who expend 
every cent for the purpose named, while the other organizations have a 
very small expense and use the money for other purposes. 

CHESTER L. FISH, 
Secretary 


Secretary: I might state for the benefit of all here concerned, a set 
of Resolutions is being presented either today or tomorrow to the comrades 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, assembled today, asking them to 
designate the Sons of Union Veterans as their legal heirs in perpetuating 
the work of Memorial Day, and in conjunction with that I have sent this 
letter out and perhaps you boys can assist somewhat by interviewing your 
local comrades. (Reads) 

April 5, 1927 
Dear Sir and Comrades: 

For 45 years the Sons of Union Veterans have cheerfully and willingly 
given of their time and money in doing what they thought right in assist- 
ing the Comrades of the G. A. R., and did their best in trying to perpet- 
uate the memory of the departed comrades by their activities on Memorial 
Day. The time has now arrived when we feel that our parent organi- 
zation, the Grand Army of the Republic, should tell us, by a convention 
vote, as to whether or not they desire the flesh and blood of your comrades- 
the Sons of Union Veterans, to carry-on and perpetuate the Memorial 
Day work. 

It is to be hoped that some form of a recommendation, or a resolution, 
will be presented at your coming Encampment in Boston, requesting that 
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, will be officially designated 
your legal heirs, in the performance of the duties of Memorial Day, when 
you can no longer attend to this sacred duty. 

If you believe in us, and wish us to do what you have been doing for 
the past 60 years, on Memorial Day, there will be 9000 of your Comrades’ 
Sons standing by waiting to hear the voice of your encampment, in regards. 
to this matter, in which we are deeply interested. 

I trust you will do what you can to bring about such legislation, that 
specifically states that the Sons of Veterans will be the legal heirs to the- 
G. A. R. in the carrying out of Memorial Day work, after the Grand Army” 
ceases to perform such work. 

Fraternally yours, 
WILLIAM L. ANDERSON 


Division Secretary 
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Headquarters Theodore Winthrop Camp 81, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
Chelsea, Mass., March 28, 1927 

At the regular meeting of this camp held on March 14th, it was 
“unanimously voted to condemn the present form of receipts for member- 
-sihp dues. 

The camp feels it is an injustice to camp treasurers and to the mem- 
bers, for a brother must be paid up in full to derive the right to enjoy the 
privileges of the order. 

E The present form of receipt does not stipulate the amount paid and 
it carries no stub which protects the treasurers. 

Any member can state he paid a certain amount and as the 
treasurer has no stub to show payment, he is always held under suspicion. 

Many brothers are not in good standing with their respective camps. 
but are making an effort to pay their dues. They receive receipts to a 
certain date, for instance: 

A brother might be. paying his dues, his receipt is made out to Dee. 
31, 1925, in the old form of receipt it showed the amount paid, when paid 
to and the camp gives him the right of password, but on the present form 
of receipt it would state dues paid to Dec. 31, 1925 and thus he loses his 
Tight to enjoy the privileges of the Order as a member in good standing, 
although he is a member in good standing in the cmap’s sight, for he is 
qnaling, an effort to pay up his dues. 

. We, asa camp, sincerely trust your division officers will use your 
influence to correct this form of receipt at the forty-fifth Division Encamp- 
ment to be held in Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, April 12 and 
13, 1927, ; 
Fraternally yours, 

GEORGE W. KIMBALL 

ARTHUS W. SIMINGTON 

GEORGE W. MORLEY 
Committee on Resolutions 
Approved, Joseph A. Finn, Commander 


Communications 


Los Angeles, California, April 8, 1927 
Mr. C.H.E, Moran, Jr., Division Commander, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
Boston, Massachusetts, 
Dear Commander and Members of the Massachusetts Division: — 
Greetings and best wishes for a successful Encampment. 
Loyally yours in F. C. and L. 
MAMIE M. DEEMS 
Past National President 
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M 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
April 12, 1927 


assachusetts Division Auxiliary to the 


Mr. Charles H. E. Moran, Jr., 
Division Commander 8. U. V., 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Brother Moran: 


The sisters of the Massachusetts Division Auxiliary to the Sons of 
Union Veterans extend to you and to your organization their sincere thanks 
for the many courtesies extended to them during the past year. 


Loyally yours in F. C. and L., 
VIOLA D. BRUNET 
Division Secretary 


NOMINATION OF OFFICERS 


Commander: If there is no unfinished business, we will proceed to 
the nomination of officers. 
Past Division Commander Bell: I presume we are under new busi- 
ness now. 
Commander: Yes, we will now proceed to the nomination of Divyi- 
sion Commander. 
Nomination of Officers 


Brother O’Malley (14): Camp 14 desires to present the nomination 
for the office of Division Commander, the name of Newell B. Austin of 
Camp 14. I can say from personal knowledge that I have known Brother 
Austin as a member of the Order for thirty-eight years. He entered the 
Order one year before I did. 4 

Commander: Brother N. B. Austin has been nominated. Any 
other nominations? 

Brother Thurston (6): Charles M. Appleton, Camp 30, Dorchester. 

A Member: Camp 81 presents the name of Ralph L. Smith, Past 
Camp Commander and District Commander of the North Metropolitan 
District. 

Division Organizer Stratton (70): It is a great pleasure for me to 
present to the Division Encampment the name of James P. Skehan of 
Camp 16 for Division Commander. 

Brother Hanners (6): Brother William E. Choate, Camp 6. 

Commander: It there are no further nominations, we will proceed 
with the nominations of Senior Vive Commander. 

Past Commander Sherman (44): I wish to place the name of Past 
Commander J. EF. Knox of Camp 15, Springfield, in nomination for the 
office of Senior Vice Division Commander. 

Commander: If there are no further nominations, we will proceed 
to the nomination of a Junior Vice Commander. 
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Brother Lovely (26): I nominate Brother Fred Haynes of Camp 26. 
Brother Johnson (58): I respectfully nominate Past Commander 
‘Charles Maxwell of Camp 16 for Junior Vice Commander. 


A Member (150): I nominate Brother Geo. B. Stratton of Camp 10 
for Junior vice Commander, 


Commander: It there are no further nominations, we will proceed 
to the nomination of a Division Council. 


Brother Choate: I would like to place in nomination Brother George 
R. Beckman of Camp 75. 

Commander Sampson (4): I would like to nominate Brother John 
D. Morrison, 115. ! 

Brother Connor (58): I nominate William H. Johnson of Camp 58. 

Past Commander Lutz (61): I nominate present Commander F. F. 
Johnson of Camp 61. 

Brother Slocum (118): I nominate Past Commander Harry V. B. 
Smith. 

Brother Ray (9): I nominate Francis Murphy of Camp 106. 

Commander: It there are no further nominations, nominations are 
open for member of the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission, the term 
of Past Division Commander Bell expiring. 

Brother Beckman: I move Brother Bell be nominated. 

Commander: Nominations closed. Nominations are open for 
member of the G. A. R. Fund Commission, the term of Past Commander- 
in-Chief Bolton, expiring. 

Brother Kirchgassner: I nominate Brother Bolton as member of 
the G. A. R. Trust Fund Commission. 

Brother Appleton: I would place in nomination Past Division Com- 
mander E. F. Atwood. 

_, Commander: Nominations closed. Nominations are open for 
eighteen delegates to the National Encampment in the customary manner. 
Each nomination to be signed by two members. In that way it will save 
considerable time, , 

__, Secretary: Highteen delegates to be elected. Nominations received 
with two endorsers, 
i Pee members were nominated—J. A. Bartlett, 17; Rev. 

aa ea Ee G. F. Brady, 81; W. H. Payne, 84; E. P. Hawes, 35; 
White, 43: Va "i 67; C.H. Sherman, 44; C. H. Richardson, 52; C. A. 
ee es Knox, 15; R. A. Hicks, 14; Ned H. White,113; G. BE. 
eae af} Dae J. Smith, 78; N. E. Giles, 6; G. T. Fuller, 150; W. L. 
Bs ord, 30; E. A. Smith, 36; B.C. Ross, 5; W. B. Scott, 9; G. R. 
ee se CE J.8. Shine, 15; H. McCarthy, 6; E. T. Davis, 102; W. P. 

nners; 6; W. E. Choate, 6; H. D. Sayles, 150. 

Brother Cole (80): I rise for a point of information. Would it be 
proper at this time to make a motion that on the ballot for Division Com- 
mander tomorrow that it shall be decided on one ballot, that the man 


who gets the largesi number of votes on the first ballot shall be declared 
Commander? 
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Commander: It will be out of order. The Constitution provides a 
majority vote for Commander, Senior and Junior Vice Commanders and. 
members of the Division Council. 

Brother Bell: (Reads petitions for restoration of Past Rank.) 

Noy. 2, 1926 
To the officers and members of Charles Russell Lowell Camp 9, S of ¥ .:— 

I respectfully ask for restoration of rank of past commander, having 
joined Charles Russell Lowell Camp No. 9 as a new member. I earned 
the rank of past commander in Appomatox Camp, No. 53, 8. of V. at 
Brunswick, Maine, having served a full term as commander of that camp 
in the year of 1896, and was afterwards transferred to General Landers 
camp of Salem, Mass. I transferred to General George B. McClellan 
camp No. 78 if Coopers Mills, Maine from which I was suspended for 
non-payment of dues, caused by sickness and death of my wife, the cost 
of which was so great that I could not pay the dues of the camp and 
furnish medical attendance for one dear to me. Hoping this request will 
be favorably received, 

T remain, 
Respectfully yours, 
HENRY W. CATES 
138 High St., 
Charlestown, Mass. 


Charles Russell Lowell, Camp 9, S. of U. V. C. W. 
1151 Washington Street 
Boston, Mass. 
November, 1926 
Mr. William L. Anderson, 
Division Secretary, S. of U. V. C. W., 
88 Tremont Street, 
Boston, Mass. 
Dear Sir and Brother:— 

I enclose herewith an application for restoration of rank of Past 
Commander, presented to Charles Russell Lowell Camp 9, by Henry W. 
Cates. 

It was the unanimous vote of Camp 9 that this application be accepted 
and acted upon, A committee was appointed to bring it before the 
division and to get instructions from that body, what procedure we must 
take to secure it. 

Now, this brother is a splendid member, a good worker and has the 
good of the order at heart and this camp thinks he is entitled to his past 
rank of commander, 

He has explained fully in the enclosed application the reason why 
he lost his rank, He is a Spanish War veteran and he is one whom we 
would like to keep in the order of S. of V. 

Will you kindly advise us what procedure we will have to take to 
bring before the Maine department so as they will take action upon it. 

Trusting that we will receive a favorable reply, Iam 

Yours in F. C, and L., 
WILLIAM F. MOORE, 
373a Warren Street, Roxbury 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESTORATION OF PAST RANK 
April 12, 1927 
To the Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth annual Division Encampment: 

Your committee have held two meetings for the purpose of hearing 

petitioners and interested Camps and report and recommend as follows: 
Petition of Henry W. Cates, Camp 9, Boston 

The above, accompanied by Past Commander Ray, nitended the 
first meeting of the Committee. It appears from all the evidence that 
Brother Cates originally joined the Order in 1893 as a member of Camp 53, 
Division of Maine at Brunswick, Maine, earning his rank as a Past Com- 
mander in the camp in 1896. In November of 1918 he transferred to 
Camp 72, Salem, Mass., keeping his membership there until 1922, webn: 
he transferred to Camp 93 of the Division of Maine at Cooper's Mills. 
Sometime between then and 1926 he was dropped for non-payment of 
dues. Correspondence with the camp at Cooper’s Mills, Maine, fails 
to establish the date of this action, or the certainty of any notice to Brother 
Cates, but does establish the truth of Brother Cates’ claim that during 
his membership there, the serious illness of his wife, and her subsequent 
death, made it impossible for him to even keep up with necessary ex~ 
penses. 

The committee feel that Brother Cates membership of 29 years 
without a break, together with the absence of dependable records in the 
Maine Division of Maine and the fact of the above extenuating cireum- 
stances, entitle Brother Cates to every consideration and we therefor 
Tecommend favorable action on his petition. 


,, Commander: It there are no objections, the report: of the Committee 
will be adopted. 


Brother Bell: Restoration of rank of Past Commander George W. 
Rowe. Petition of Camp 62. 


Everett, Mass., Feb. 18, 1927 


Mr. Charles H. B, Moran, Jr., 
Division Commander, 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


Will you please see that the following will reach the proper committee.. 
At our last regular meeting held February 18th, it was voted that a 
request be made to haye the rank of Past. Commander restored to Brother 
George W. Rowe, a member in good standing in our camp. Brother 
Rowe was a Past Commander of John P. Powell Camp of Saugus, which 
we understood has long since disbanded, and on account of change in 
residence joined Camp 62, in Everett, March 18, 1921. 
Yours in F. C. and L. 
A. E. BUSSELL, Sec., 
Camp 62, Everett. 
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Petition of Camp 62, Everett 


The above Camp under date of Feb. 18, 1927, petitioned for restora- 
tion of the rank of Past Camp Commander to George W. Rowe. The 
only one appearing before the committee was Secretary Bussell of the 
Camp. The facts in the case are that Brother Rowe joined the Saugus 
Camp in 1890 and served as Commander in 1893. This camp was dis- 
banded in 1900 and presumably division transfers were issued to all 
members in good standing. Nevertheless, Brother Rowe staid out of the 
Order until 1912, although Camp 104 had been in existence in Saugus 
since 1903. In 1917 he was dropped for non-payment of dues and again 
staid out of the Order until 1925, when he became a member of Camp 62. 

Your committee feel that in view of Brother Rowe’s long absences 
from the Order, even though there were other camps in nearby towns 
during the time that there was no camp in Saugus, neither he nor Camp 
62 can expect the action requested. No evidence of an extenuating nature 
was offered the Committee and we therefor recommend no action on this 
petition. G 

Commander: If there are no objections, report of Committee will 
be adopted. i 


Petitions of Camp 133, Attleboro 


This Camp filed petitions in due form asking for restoration of Past 
Rank for A. A. Whipple, W. E. Knight and Lewis R. Cobb. The Camp 
was notified of the two meetings of the Committee, but owing to the fact 
that the individuals concerned are employed on Saturday evenings, it 
was impossible to have their attendance at the committee meetings. 
Under the circumstances, it was impossible to get at the facts of these 
cases which may be worthy, and your committee therefore recommends 
that a special Past Rank Committee be appointed by the incoming Divis- 
ion Commander with full powers to investigate these cases and make 
final disposition of same. 

Respecifully submitted, 
FREDERIC V. BELL 
FRANK L. KIRCHGASSNER 


(All recommendations of the Past Rank Committee were adopted.) 
Commander: Any other Committees ready to report or any other 
new business. 


Division Chaplain, Rev. E. Bruce Price: A little while ago, if my 
receiving apparatus was working well, some suggestions of this kind was 
that certain reflections had been cast upon the officers within our Encamp- 
ment. It occurred to me, when I heard that statement, that if the breth- 
ren in these offices had the same difficulty in getting the necessary data 
into the work of their offices that the Division Chaplain has had in the 
past year, I could thoroughly understand why there might be some discrep- 
ancies or appearances of defects in the working out of the duties connected 
with those several offices. 
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I just wish to say, in this connection, that the National Chaplain 
urges the Division Chaplain of Massachusetts to have all his reports in 
by the 30th of May, 1926. As late as the first week in December, 1926, 
I was receiving reports from local camps in the State. Knowing the 
National Chaplain personally, I wrote him and asked him to give me a 
few days’ grace; so instead of having all the reports in by the 30th of 
May, he got them all by the 20th of June. Then I got a letter from the 
Division Office asking me for a report. I sent them a report up to last 
week, in spite of the fact that I was busy with church affairs, I sat up late 
nights, two or three nights in the week and went over all the reports that 
came in from the local camps and I find that the report which J had sent 
to the division headquarters here at Boston was not exact: for the reason 
that I incorporated in my last report some of the data and statistics that 
came into these reports. I made out a copy of the report and brought it 
with me thinking that perhaps there might be some attention called to 
the fact of the difficulty in getting reports from the local camps. It seems 
to me the report I have brought in is more nearly correct than the report. 
that appears in the blank which was passed out this afternoon. : 4 
I shall be very glad to submit this to the Encampment if you wish 
to adopt it. I spent at least three nights when I should have been in 
bed sleeping in working out this last report, and I call attention to this 
fact. Whoever the chaplain may be for the year 1927-1928, I trust that 
he will be able to secure blanks, questionnaires and reports properly filled 
ut without having to wait until Christmas holiday season and thea per- 
haps have some camps duplicate reports. One of the laughable things 
about it was this: That I had sent to me a report from one of the Circles 
of the Daughters of Veterans. Of course I could not incorporate that in 
my report to the Encampment. ; 


ly Commander: The report of the Division Chaplain will be incorporated 
in the records of the Encampment. 


Piano Selection, Medley of patriotic airs by Brother Charles Max- 
well, Camp 16. 


Past Division Commander Weiler: (Reads report on revision of By- 
Laws. Interrupted by the arrival of Greetings Committee from G. A. Re 

Commander: Brothers, it is a great honor indeed to have with us 
today the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
It is Something that we look forward to every year at our Convention to 
have with us a delegation from the G. A. R. and to have with us today 
the Commander-in-Chief is one of the greatest honors that we could have. 
I take great pleasure in presenting to you Hon. Frank A. Walsh, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, of the G. A. R. 

Comrade Frank A. Walsh, Commander-in-Chief G. A. R.: There is 
nothing like young man power. We are in a rush, to get through with the 
work that we have laid out for today. We were rushed all day yesterday 
and our good Comrade Hosley is somewhat of a rusher and pusher. 
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I want to compliment you young men on your wonderful activities 
cand the great future that lies before you, and the good work that you are 
doing. It is something that we appreciate, and we know that your organ- 
ization is growing all the time, increasing in membership, which is 2 good 
indication. I appreciate the greetings of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
your fathers who are dear to your hearts, and the boys that have lost their 
fathers think of their father’s comrade as tenderly as they do of their 
own father. It is a wonderful work that you are engaged in and may you 
prosper and succeed in all your undertakings. The Grand Army appre- 
ciates your good work and the work of the Auxiliary. There is nothing 
more I can say this minute except “God bless you’”’ and God-speed that 
I wish for you, every one of you. (Applause) 

Commander: Sunday evening, when we called on the Commander- 
in-Chief and associate officers, the National Chaplain informed me that 
he was from New York state, which state I also came from. He also told 
me that “once a New Yorker always a New Yorker” and I take pleasure 
in introducing National Chaplain of the G. A. R., Dr. Robert Hill. 
(Applause). 

Comrade Hill: Isn’t that a nice introduction to give any man? 
Could any man want a better one that that? And then to see you rise 
up. The Sons of the Grand Army of the Republic, blood of our blood, 
bone of our bone, spirit of ours, who are to succeed and carry on! To 
succeed us and carry on throughout the years to come what we have been 
striving to do in our own generation. (Applause) You are our boys. 
Whether you were born in New York, or born in Wisconsin, or born in 
California or anywhere else, you are our sons and are to be our successors, 
and heirs to our principles, heirs to our emotions, heir to our purposes, 
loyal to our nation and to the Constitution and principles which have 
made us a nation. (Applause) I would love to talk to you for a while, 
to say something about loyalty and your enlarging vision of duty. I would 
love to have you know that we are relying upon you to carry on for us 
when we no longer can carry on and are lying beneath the sod. You will 
do it, no doubt of it; you will do it and you are beginning to do it now, 
giving to us, offering your services, and we are reluctant to lay down the 


. responsibility which we have carried for so long and say, “Yes, you can 


help”. But still we want to do some of the work and as long as we can 
do it, you are our right-hand and left hands for the accomplishment of 
the physical work which we no longer can very well do. What more 
shall I say? I know we are pressed for time, but as I look at your faces 
I want to say that I discern in those faces a resolution and purpose and 
loyal sentiment which will cheer the hearts for the years which are still 
allotted to the members of the Grand Army of the Republic. You will 
do it, and we are leaving with the assurance that no matter what difficul- 
ties may arise for us, the work will go forward, the nation will be secure, 
there will be fidelity to the old trust, the old faith, and with the blessing 
of Almighty God above us, we shall maintain the standards of liberty 
and justice and righteousness. Thank you, my sons. (Applause). 
Commander: Next we have the Assistant Adjutant General of the 
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Department of Wisconsin, Comrade Martin.(Cheering and applause) 

Comrade Martin: Mr. Commander and Comrades, Sons of Union 
Veterans: I have been requested to make a talk, also a request that it 
be short. With vhe lack of knowledge, it necessarily must be short. 
I wish to say that in my official capacity, and feeling that it was my duty 
and privilege, a young man in a neighboring town to which I live asked 
me if I could not establish a camp of Sons of Veterans in a nearby town, 
some twelve miles distant. I replied to him that whatever strength I 
had would go toward establishing an Auxiliary to the Sons of Veterans. 
I told them that I would do so. So in connection with that, I wrote the 
State Department Commander at Milwaukee, Comrade Goldsmith, and 
he said he would be very glad to come and would bring the Drill Team with 
him to my town and that he would go with them to this town (the neigh- 
boring town) and establish this Camp of Sons of Veterans and Ladies 
Auxiliary. I went with them and they brought me a team from Mil- 
waukee, something like one hundred miles and we had the most enjoyable 
time that you could imagine and I felt awfully proud to think that I was 
the means of establishing one Camp and one Auxiliary of the Sons of 
Veterans. (Applause) 

Commander: We would consider our convention lacking in some- 
thing if Comrade Hosley did not visit us. I do not have to introduce 
him because everyone knows him. 

Comrade Hosley: Division Commander, Commander-in-Chief, Com- 
trades and Sons of Veterans: As the Division Commander says, I need no 
introduction to you boys. I meet you every year, year after year until 
I dare to say that bye and bye you wi!l get tired of seeing my face unless 
it becomes a force of habit with you that you can’t avoid. (Laughter) 
Our Chaplain-in-Chief has read you a nice little sermon. He always does. 
You would think by the serious talk that he gives you that he could not 
unbend, but I can assure you that he can. He is a royal good fellow. 
You see him on other occasions when you meet him with a genial smile. 
His face will break out into a smile occassionally. I can vouch for that, 
for I have made him laugh a little once in a while since I have met him. 
But there are other things besides the seriou side to live for, and there 
*8 something for you boys to think of in this country today. There is 
an insidious propaganda going abroad here which you all know that wants 

- to be combatted and stamped out. For that determination is abroad 
that there is no more war, and there is no need of having war, civic liberty 
gatherings, pacifists and all that fostered and fed by propaganda from 
foreign countries, Many of them are sincere in their talk and belief, but 
they are Simply tools in the hands of this propaganda to absorb our nation 
and institutions. The world never was in a state of more unrest than it 
is today. You can look at Nicaraugua, Mexico, look particularly at 
China. See what is going on there. Envy between the British Empire 
and the Latin Empire for territorial aggrandisement and concessions in 
China. That is all it is, That is what started the great war in 1914. 
Envy of Great Britain’s successes in colonization, which Germany could 
not compete with. And we have it today. ‘This talk of pacification has 
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put this country on the blink. We had a conference in Washington on 
disarmament. There will be war as long as mankind is of the make he 
is at the present day. The millenium has not come yet. My pastor 
won’t talk any such nonsense as that. He knows that is not true. He 
has more common-sense than that. He is fighting parson. War! Let 
me tell you mankind is a fighting animal. It is his nature from child- 
hood. Take two children, two babies nine months old, place them here 
on this floor. Give one of them a rattle. They can’t talk or reason 
together. Give one a toy, and the strongest one will wriggle around 
and get that toy inside of a half an hour. Now you have it. Mankind 
is just the same, whether it is individual men or nations. When you can 
go and leave stores unlocked and no police to guard them, then talk about 
having no Navy. We want to be in a position to take care of ourselves. 
We are not going to make any war on China. We will simply protect 
our citizens and missionaries in China. We are having trouble in con- 
sequence of two parties trying to strive for government and rights of 
authority in that country. Let them settle it among themselves. Other 
nations may want to interfere in it, but America doesn’t. Our guns had 
not ceased to echo along the banks of the Seine in November 1918 before 
Great Britian looked around and was singing the same old song to the 
government of the Seven Seas. She reached out her hand and took in 
a large number of fertile oil fields, sweeps up a large part of the tracts of 
Africa to her own self and Frarice grabs her share of Africa, also reaches 
out to the Far East. Italy looks toward Greece and Turkey and draws 
it into an Italian Zone by grasping territory on the East Side. Japan, 
who suffered the least and done the most reaches out and takes at one 
grasp the most thickly populated part of China to control. 

Turkey! The despicable Turk is sti!] in Europe, and liable to stay 
there a while. American wants nothing. That is our position. We 
want to be in a position so not to makeanaggressive war against any 
country, but in case any two wants to fight, no matter how much of a 
bond of arbitration there is, it means two powerful countries gobbling up 
a weaker one. That is all it means. When they come to that point 
that they want to arbitrate, do we want to arbitrate the Monroe Doctrine? 
Do we want to leave to a Board of Arbitration the fortification of the 
Panama Canal that we have paid $200,000,000 for? I hardly think go. 
We want to be in a position that when they talk arbitration, we can point 
to the guns of our battle-ships and say, “Gentlemen, there are the arbi- 
trators, argue with them. Now, my boys, you are the generation that is 
comingon. Youarenotyoungnow. You have lived down your grown-up 
fools’ age, and come to a sensible age of life. You want to take an inter- 
est. Iam not going to talk polities. You want to take an interest in the 
governmental affairs of your country, national, state and local. For no 
matter how strong the bonds of freedom may be or how powerful we may be 
in the construction of armament, “Eternal vigilance is the price if liberty”, 
and that you want to watch out for. I am talking to any young man 
that thinks he is above politics, that polities is dirty business and who is 
too fastitious to have anything to do with it. Let me tell you boys, I 
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never held office except on the school board. Politics is just as good or 


bad as the men who dominate it. Ail of you take hold and do your part 
towards making this government of our country a government that shall 
be of the people, for the people, and by the people. If you do not, let 
me tell you that you are failing in your duty to yourselves, and also fail- 
ing to pay respect to the memory of these comrades who offered their 
lives that this country might live. (Applause). 


‘Commander: JI don’t think Brother Parker needs any introduction ; 


to the brothers of this convention. 

Commander Parker, Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea: Brothers, it is true 
as Commander Moran says, I need no introduction. Having been affili- 
ated with this Order since 1890, I see a few of the older members here 
today. Since that time, I feel, with a clear conscience that I have done 
my part for the Veterans of our Civil War, and especially the last seven- 


teen years it has been my privilege to assist in taking care of them at the- 


Home in Chelsea. I want to express my appreciation here for the interest 
the Camps, various committees and commissions have shown in co-oper- 
ation in taking care of these veterans at the Home. They have done a 
wonderful work. They have sacrificed and put themselves out that 
those shut-ins may have some little pleasure to relieve the monotony. 
I know of no better time than this month, this convention, to dedicate 
yourselves to the work of the Civil War veterans, and to the patriotism 
about which centers the history of our nation. (Applause). 

Commander: I am going to ask Past Division Commander Rev. 
Allen A. Bronsdon to respond to our guests. 

Past Division Commander Bronsdon: Commander-in-Chief of the 
Grand Army and associated members of that great and splendid organi- 
zation: You having made this long trip across these splendid common- 
wealths of ours from a State famed for its ministry, its work and toil and 
worth have blended that life and citizenship and ministry. We welcome 
you sir, to this splendid Commonwealth of Massachusetts also these 
assistants of yours who have come on this occasion in order that you may 
Speak these words of friendship and love for the sons of your comrades. 
pustonyis page is rich. Into the great fields of the life of America some 
Splendid scenes and pictures appear, and I would today take out of that 
penarons Page of American history one splendid picture, that picture: 
a has worthy relationship to your part in the Great Civil strife of 
and een was the pendulum movement of the heart and life and youth: 
in the fk a of the men of our great country. The men who participated 
hee Bootes principles and ministry that contributed to that picture had 
Gites Roe and Teverence for the finest things that live in the heart 
ti de ca vicu gate 28 our gratitude because there was put forth a pic- 

ure upon this great. historical background that can never be effaced nor 
See ganas ot by the forgetfulness of mankind. That picture has 
heen framed for sixty years’ time. The years have been enclos- 
ing that picture in a frame of reverence and gratitude and of Americanism, 
and the hand of the American people has been polishing that frame until 
today that picture of the Civil strife of 61-65 stands out in all its beauty 
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and minisury through the love, reverence and gratitude of human hearts 


. and memory, saying to you, sir, that these sons together with the daughters 


of your comrades, again that as long as time shall last andthe memory 
of man shall be in existence, the picture thus framed shall never be for- 
gotten and the hand of love will varnish and keep bright in the memory 
of Americanism that picture of love and reverence and gratitude and 
sacrifice. (Applause). 

National Chaplain Hill, G. A. R.: I.thank my comrade and the pic- 
ture he has presénted to us which we will carry in our hearts and to our 
homes. But I rise to say that I am glad to be able to speak to the sons 
of the Civil War veterans, because this is the birthday anniversary of my 


_own son. (Applause) Today he knows that I am speaking to the Sons 


of Veterans. He is at my home with his sons and comforting his mother 
because he knows that she wants to see him on his birthday and they will 
talk to me and I shall tell him what I have seen here, what I have heard, 
and I will tell him about the picture that.has been made to shine on my 
mind and stimulate my soul. (Applause). 

Past Division Commander Weiler: (Reads report of the Committee 
on revision of by-laws. All sections were adopted as read.) 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF DIVISION BY-LAWS. 
Division Commander and Members of the Forty-fifth Aaanul Encampment:— 

The Committee appointed to carry out the recommendation of the 
previous Division Encampment in regard to a revision of the By-Laws 
of the Division have preformed the duty assigned and submit as their 
report a complete set of Division By-Laws, including changes to incor- 
porate various acts and recommendations of the Division Encampment 
of last year, and alterations of the Constitution and Regulations by the 
Commandery-in-Chief. 

To summarize, the following changes have been made in the pro- 
posed set of Division By-Laws: 

1. The name of the Order changed wherever it appears, to Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

2. The name of the book of laws issued by the Commandery-in 
Chief changed to Constitution and Regulations. 

3. In the section governing method of drawing on the G. A. R. 
Trust Fund, the requirement that a request must first be made by the 
Grand Army of the Republic has been stricken out. 

4. In the section governing the G. A. R. Fund Commission, a section 
has been inserted defining the duties of the Secretary-Treasurer, similar 
to the requirements of the Secretary-Treasurer of the Dormitory Com- 
mission. 

5. In the Article on Officers and their Duties, a section has been 
added to provide for the appointment of a Press Correspondent, Inspector, 
Assistant Organizers, Aides or other officers. Another section to the same 
Article is to provide for the arranging of districts and the appointment of 
District Commanders, and their duties there. 

6. In the Article on Ballot, minor changes have been made in the 
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wording to make the intent clearer and word ‘“shall’’ has been changed 
to “may” in the section providing for the appointment of tellers and the 
right of candidstes to be represented there. 

7. The amount of the bond of the Division Commander changed 
from $2,000 to $1,000. 

8. In the Article on Finances and Reports, the words ‘that the 
membership fee shall be not less than $5.00” added to conform with the 
requirements of the Commandery-in-Chief, and the words “$1.00” in- 
serted as the amount to be paid the Division for a membership fee. 

9. Sections 3-4-5-6-7, of the Article on Finances and Reports, have 
been: dropped as obsolete. These refer to the suspension, dropped and 
re-instatement of members. 

10. The month of installation of officers has been changed to Novem- 
ber, from January, in the Article on Installations. . 

A - In the Article on Authorized Expenditures, the appropriation 

oe the Purchase of a Past Division Commander’s badge is authorized 

instead of being left to the discretion of the Division Council. 

a ae The section of the Article on Authorized Expenditures, providing 
ie annual expense of decorating the statue of Abraham Lincoln, in 

Park Spuare, Boston is dropped. 


BY-LAWS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, SONS OF UNION 
VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 


ARTICLE 1—The Division 
the Gas Division of Massachusetts shall be constituted as provided by 
Onstitution and Regulations governing the Sons of Union Veterans of 


the Civi A 
e Civil War, acting under the authority of its charter from the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief. 


ARTICLE 11—Headquarters 

slag eae The Headquarters of the Division shall be established 
at crnenoed in the City of Boston, and such Headquarters shall be 
‘anent office of the Division Secretary and be the place where all 

Pepe the Division shall be kept. 
que cere 2. The Division Council may secure a lease of such Head- 
8 tor a period of years, not to exceed, however, more than five 

years in any one period. 

Section 3. The hours during which the Headquarters shall be kept 


open sk Bay 
open shalll be fixed by the Division Commander and remain in force dur- 
ing his term of office 


wi ARTICLE III—Meetinzs 
Sestion 1. The annual meeting of the Division shall be held at 


such time and place as may be determined by the majority vote of the 
next preceding meeting. 


Section 2. In the event of any failure to fix the time and place of 
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such succeeding meeting, the same shall be determined by the majority 


“vote of the members of the Division Council. 


Section 3. Special meetings for extraordinary cause may be con- 
vened by the Division Commander upon the petition of the majority 
of the Camps, approved by their members; provided that not less than 
thirty days’ notice shall be given to all Camps, through a Division Order, 
stating the purpose of the meeting. No business shall be transacted at 
any special meeting other than that for which it was specifically called. 

Se..tion 4. A majority of the elective and appointive officers and 
the accredited delegates, shall constitute a quorum at any regular or 
special meeting. 


ARTICLE IV—Officers and Their Duties 
Section 1. The Officers of the Division, elective and appointive, 
shall consist of those provided for by the Constitution and Regulations 
and their duties shall be as therein set forth. 
Section 2. The Division Commander may appoint members to act 
as Assistant Secretary, Press Correspondent, Inspector, Assistant Organ- 
izers, Aides, or for any other duties deemed necessary for the proper 


administration of the Division. 
Section The Division Commander shall divide the Division into 


Districts arranged as he may determine, and appoint a District Commander 
for each District, to assist him in the development of the Order in such 
Districts. 


ARTICLE V—Dormitory Commission 

Sectiob 1. There shall be a Commission of five members, to be 
known as the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission—as created by the 
Division at its meeting in 1896. 

Section 2. Said Commission shall be organized each year by the 
selection of a Chairman and a Secretary-Treasurer, by and from its own 
membership. 

Section 3. Said Commission shall have the supervision of the “Sons 
of Veterans’ Dormitory” in the Soldiers’ Home, located at Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, and the custody of all funds standing to the credit of the 
Commission, which shall be deposited in a Massachusetts savings bank. 

Section 4. The Secretary-Treasurer shall render a written report 
at each regular Division meeting, setting forth in detail all of the financial 
transactions, and a record of the meetings of the Commission. Such 
report shall be signed and approved by at least a majority of the members 
of the Commission. 

Section 5. One member of said Commission, to serve for a term of 
five years, shall be elected by the majority vote of each Division meeting. 


ARTICLE VI—G. A. R. Fund Commission 
Section 1. There shall be a Commission of three members, to be 
known as the G. A. R. Fund Commission, in whom shall be vested the 
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control of the G. A. R. Fund, created by the Encampment in 1911. 

Section 2. Said Commission shall organize each year by the electior 
of a Chairman and a Secretary-Treasurer, by and from its own member- 
ship. Hi : a 
Section 3. The funds under its control shall be deposited in Massa- 
chusetts Savings Banks, or invested in such securities as may be legal 
investments for such Savings Banks. 

Section 4. The Fund, being in the nature of a trust for the benefit 
of the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the Republic, shall 
“be used for no other purpose. 

Section 5. The Secretary-Treasurer shall render a written report 
at each regular Division Meeting, setting forth in detail all of the financial 
transactions, and record of the meetings of the Commission. Such report 
shall be signed and approved by at least a majority of the members of the 
Commission, 

Section 6. One member of said Commission, to serve for a term of 
three years, shall be elected by the majority vote of each Division meeting. 


ARTICLE VII—Conference Committee 

The Division Commander shall annually appoint a Conference 
Committee, whose duty it shall be to confer from time to time with a like 
Committee from the Grand Army of the Republic and to consider and 
devise such plans as may be best calculated to foster and cement the 
fraternal relations existing between the two Organizations, and to indicate 
wherein the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War may be of service 
to the parent Organization, in accord with the principles and objects of 
the Order, 

ARTICLE VIII—Elections 

Section 1. The Division Commander, Senior Vice Division Com~ 
mander, and Junior Vice Division Commander shall be elected annually 
and a majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for a choice. 

Section 2. The Division Council (three members) and the Delegates 
and Alternates to the Commandery-in-Chief shall be elected annually, 
and the plurality of the votes cast shall determine the choice. 

_ Section 3. The Division may at any meeting, provided sixty days’ 
Rotice of such intention shall have been given to the Camps, through 
Division Orders, elect a Division Secretary, a Division Treasurer, or both, 
“ a Division Secretary-Treasurer, for a term of not more than five years, 

¥ 4 majority of all votes cast, 

Section 4, The term of office of all elective officers shall be for one 
year, except where otherwise provided. 

Section 5. No member shall be eligible for election to any office 
unless present: at such meeting, and in good standing in his Camp. 


ARTICLE IX—Ballot 
Section 1. The method of conducting the elections at the Division 


meetings shall be the style of ballot used in the “Australian System.” 
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Section 2. To facilitate the preparation of the ballot, the nomina- 
tions for the several offices to be filled shall be made on the afternoon 
of the day of the first session, and the names of the nominees shall be 
printed on ballots prepared by the Division Secretary, who shall cause the 
same to be printed, and shall certify thereon that they are correct. and 
official. 

Section 38. The vote shall be recorded by a cross (X) made within 
the indicated space beside the name of the nominee, on the ballot. It 
shall be permissable, however, to write or paste-on the name of any 
member who may not have been nominated at the first day’s session, and’ 
such votes shall be counted, provided they are marked with a cross (X) 
in the same manner as required of the other nominees. 

Section 4. The position or order in which the names (except those 
written or pasted-on) shall appear on the ballot, shall be determined by lot. 

Section 5. The counting of the ballots shall be in charge of a Com- 
mittee to be appointed by the Division Commander, on which Committeé 
each candidate for office (except Delegates and Alternates) may have a 
representative. 


ARTICLE X—Vacancies 
Any vacancy which may occur in the elective officers of the Division 
shall be filled temporarily by the next officer in rank, until a special elec- 
tion is held by the Division Council; except that delegate representation: 
may be filled by the Division Commander, or in his absence at a Com- 
mandery-in-Chief meeting, by the chairman of the delegation. 


ARTICLE XI-—Salaries 


Section 1. Tha amount of salary or compensation to be paid to the 
Division Secretary, Division Treasurer, or both, and all allowances for 
clerk-hire at Headquarters may be fixed by vote at each Division meeting - 
provided, that in the event of the election of an officer to these positions 
for a term of years, such salary and allowances may be fixed for the period 
covered by said election. 

Section 2. In the event of no action be taken by the Division meet- 
ing, the Division Council shall fix the amounts to be paid. 


ARTICLE XII—Bonds 


Section 1. The Division Commander shall furnish to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief a bond in the sum of not less than one thousand dollars, 
or in such greater amount as may be fixed by the Division Council, and 
he shall be required to file the same within thirty days after election. 

Section 2. The Division Secretary and the Division Treasurer, or 
Division Secretary-Treasurer, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Dormitory 
Commission, and the Secretary-Treasurer of the G. A. R. Fund Com- 
mission, shall furnish to the Division Commander a bond in the sum to 
be fixed by the Division Council, and shall be required to file the same- 
within thirty days after their appointment or election. : 
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Section 3. Such bonds shall be those issued by some acceptable 


“Surety Company and shall be paid for out of the funds of the Division. 


Section 4. Bonded officers shall be held liable on their bond for the 
funds remaining in their possession, until their successors have been 
regularly installed and qualified by giving a bond, and receipting for the 


money and property they receive. 


ARTICLE XIII—Funds 


All funds belonging to the Division shall be deposited in the name of 
the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and 


-all checks drawn against such deposits shall be signed by the Division 


‘Treasurer and countersigned by the Division Commander. 


ARTICLE XIV—Permanent Fund 

Section 1. A Permanent Fund shall be established and maintained- 

Section 2. This Fund shall be deposited in a Massachusetts Savings 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and all orders on this Fund shall 
be signed by the Division Commander and Division Treasurer. 

Section 3. Additions to this Fund may be made by the Division 
Treasurer when, fin the opinion of the Division Council, the amount of 
money in the general fund is more than sufficient to meet the current 
expenses, 

Section 4. Interest on the Fund shall be added to the same, and such 
additional sums as may be determined by a majority vote of any Division 
meeting. 

Section 5. The interest or any part of the principal cannot be with- 


drawn except by a two-thirds vote of a Division meeting, when a recom- 


mendation stating the amount, is made by the Division Commander, 
and agreed to by the Division Council. 


ARTICLE XV—Charter Fee 
Section 1. The Charter Fee to be paid by a new Camp is hereby 
fixed at twenty-five dollars, which shall be paid at the time the applica- 
tion for a Charter is made. 
Section 2. Said fee shall cover the cost of the regulation Camp 
packet and the expenses of organizing the Camp. 


ARTICLE XVI—Finances and Reports 

Section 1. Each Camp may fix the amount of its membership fee 
and annual dues; provided, however, that the membership fee shall be 
Fae less than $5.00. Each Camp shall pay to the Division for each mem- 
ae Initiated (except Charter members) a fee of $1.00 and for each mem- 
ber m good Standing a Yearly per capita tax of eighty cents. 

Section 2. Said per capita tax shall be payable in four equal install- 
ments, and shall be forwarded, together with the required quarterly re- 
ports, on the proper blanks, to Division Headquarters not later than 
the fifth days of April, July, October and January. Camps are not 
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required to pay per capita tax on any member for the quarter in which 
he is initiated—the membership fee being payable at that time. 


ARTICLE XVII—Inspections 


There shall be an annual inspection, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the condition of each Camp, by an officer detailed for such purpose by the 
Division Commander. The actual expenses (Hotel and travel) of such 
officers, shall be paid by the Camp. 


ARTICLE XVIII—Installations 


The officers-elect of each Camp shall be installed, by an officer ap- 
poiated by the Division Commander, at the first meeting in November 
of each year, or at an early subsequent regular or special meeting held 
for such purpose. The actual expenses (Hotel and travel) of such officer 
shall be paid by the Camp. Installations may be held publicly, if desired, 
or in conjunction with any of the allied organizations. 


ARTICLE XIX—Authorized Expenditures 


Section 1. The Division Commander shall be entitled to be paid’ 
from the funds of the Division, the actual amount of his expenses (Hotel 
and travel) incurred in attendance at the meetings of the Commandery- 
in-Chief. 

Section 2. The expenditures for Headquarters rent, salaries, per 
capita tax, supplies, postage and incidentals, actually needed for the 
proper conduct of the Headquarters, are authorized; provided, that 
proper itemized vouchers are submitted for the same to the Division 
Council. 

Section 3. The Division Council shall appropriate from the funds 
of the Division, at its first meeting (which shall be held immediately after 
they have been elected and qualified), a sum not exceeding two hundred 
dollars; to be used by the Division Commander to meet the actual ex- 
penses (Hotel and travel) incurred by him or his representatives, in visita- 
tions to the several Camps. Proper itemized vouchers for all expendi- 
tures under this appropriation shall be filled with the Division Treasurer. 
The appropriation may be increased from time to time by the Division 
Council if, in their judgment, the needs of the Division require. 

Section 4. The Division Council is authorized and empowered to 
fix the amount or sum to be apportioned to each Delegate, for expenses 
in attendance at the meetings of the Commandery-in-Chief. 

Section 5. An appropriation sufficient to purchase a Past Division 
Commander's badge, to be conferred upon the retiring Division Com- 
mander, is authorized. 

Section 6. An appropriation, not exceeding thirty-five dollars, to 
meet the necessary expense of the Annual Memorial Exercises at the 
Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, conducted by the Massachusetts Division, is 
authorized. 
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ARTICLE XX—Amendments 

Section 1. These By-Laws may be altered or amended by a two- 
thirds vote of the accredited members present and voting at any Divi- 
sion meeting; provided, at least sixty days’ notice of any intention to so 
alter or amend shall have been published in the Division Orders and 
promulgated to the Camps. 

Section 2. These By-Laws shall take effect upon adoption at a Divi- 
sion meeting and the approval of the Commander-in-Chief, and their 
adoption will be in effect and force, the repealing of any and all By-Laws 
‘heretofore existing. 

HENRY. F. WEILER, Chairman 
FRANK L. KIRCHGASSNER 
H. HARDING HALE 
Approved DR. E. W. HOMAN, 
Commander-in-Chief 


Attest: H. H. HAMMER, National Secretary 
(Adjourned at 4.50 p.m. to 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 13th.) 
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SECOND SESSION 
Wednesday, April 13th, 1927, 10 a. m. 


(Roll Call of Officers by the Division Secretary.) 

(Report of Committee on Constitution and Regulations.) 

Past Division Commander Bell: The burden of the argument from 
the Chelsea Camp is that the use of this card is an injustice, hardship to 
‘Camp Treasurers and does not protect the Treasurer. The Committee 
feels that on one point alone this matter merits consideration along the 
lines suggested by the Camp. It provides no protection to the Treasurer in 
case of mistake. There is no stub. Nor does it furnish the necessary safe- 
guard against error or omission in posting to the ledger, unless the Treasurer 
posts immediately to the ledger when he makes out this receipt. We think 
most Camp Treasurers would very much prefer to post from the stubs. 
They request the National Secretary to restore the stub form of receipt. 
We make that only in the form of a recommendatoin to the National 
Secretary for the reason it is left largely with him as to any changes in 
forms used in the Camps. It is not really a matter for national or division 
legislation. 


Boston, Mass., April 13, 1927 
To the Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth Annual Division Encampment: 


REPORT ON COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND REGULATION 


The Committee have considered the resolution of Camp 81 relative 
to the form B for receipts for dues. The committee feels that on one point 
alone, this matter merits consideration along the lines suggested by the 
Camp. As contended, the present card provides no protection for the 
Treasurer in case of dispute, nor does it furnish the necessary safeguard 
against error or omission in posting to the ledger. We believe that most 
Camp Treasurers would very much prefer to post from the stubs of the 
receipt book, rather than to attempt to post from receipts when made out, 
or from separate memoranda. We recommend that this Division request: 
the National Secretary to restore the stub form of receipt, as the most 
efficient method for Camp bookkeeping, and as being the fairest to 
treasurers and members, ' 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. V. BELL 
WILLIAM A. SILL 
FRANK P. SCOTT 


Report of Committee was voted on and adopted. 

Brother Appleton (30): Brother Perkins, the Commander of Camp 98 
informs me that his Secretary neglected to mail him his credential. I mave 
that the Encampment vote to give Brother Perkins his seat to which he is 


entitled. 
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Brother Austin: Second the motion. 

Vote taken and motion adopted. 

Commander: The Memorial Service will now be conducted by Rev- 
E. Bruce Price, Division Chaplain. 

“Brethren of the Massachusetts Division: We pause fora brief moment 
that we may refresh our spirits in the memory of our comrades who have 
fallen since the last annual encampment. I shall not take time to name all 
those who have dropped from our ranks, but simply to call our attention 
to three of our brothers who were active in the affairs of their local camps 
and Division Encampment and I understand to some measure in the 
National Encampment as well. I reter to Gen. Charles K. Darling, 
Commander-in-Chief 1897, Ellsworth M. Brown, Division Commander, 
1919, and T. J. Hannon, former member of the Council-in-Chief. Will you 
be very quiet with me for a moment while I read from that Book from which 
we get our inspiration and our encouragement in all of life’s activities and 
trials and difficulties. . 

“Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. Before 
the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth 
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God. 

Thou turnest man to destruction and sayest, Return, ye children of 
men. ye 

For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday whenitis past, 
and as a watch in the night. . 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep; in the 
morning they are like grass which groweth up. ee, 

In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up. In the evening it is 
cut down, and withereth. 

For we are consumed by Thine anger and by Thy wrath are we rouble 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten, and if by Sees 
of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow; 
for it is fly away. 

So San es ee een days that we may apply our hearts unto 


wisdom. 
* * * * * 3 


Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shal! all 
be changed, 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet; for the 
trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. L 

For this corruptible must be put on incorruption, and this mortal 
musi be put on immortality. 4 2 z 

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. . . 

O, death where is thy sting? O, grave where is thy victory? The sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 

But thanks be unto God which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor 
is not in vain in the Lord. 

* * * * * * 

Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

In my father’s house are many abiding-places. If it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go and prepare a place for you. 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you unto myself that where I am there ye may be also. And whither I go 
ye know and the way ye know. 

Thomas saieth unto him, Lord, we know not whither Thou goest. How 
can we know the way. 

Jesus saieth unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life. No man 
cometh unto the father but by Me.” 

T have read from the 90th Psalm, 15th Chapter of First Corinthians, 
14th Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. 

“¥riend after friend departs. Who has not lost a friend. There is no 
union here of hearts that never knows an end.” Thus sang the poet years 
ago, and in those words he has voiced the experiences of the human heart 
through all the ages of history. 

If we were to start upon a tour amongst all the peoples of the world, 
almost the last cry that we could hear as we stepped out of civilization, 
would be the agonizing cry of despairing and heartbroken friends as they 
stand by the tomb that encloses all that is mortal of their loved ones. And 
perhaps the first cry to greet us as we should step into barbarism or among 
the less civilized peoples of the world would be the sound of the human 
voice in distress of agony and grief, friends of the departed beating upon 
their breasts, lacerating themselves with knives, going through all sorts 
of self-inflicted punishment to express the grief which they feel in their 
hearts over the loss of their loved ones. 

The outstretched hand and sorrowful cry. These are but attempted 
expression on the part of humanity to show their grief over the incidents and 
and the fact of death. But life moves on. The activities do not stop because 
now and again there drop out of our ranks those with whom we have lived 
and with whom we have held delightful fellowship and social intercourse 
throughout the years. There is a part of the plan of the Infinite One, 
that we will some time drop out of life, personally answering the last 
summons. Answer to the last roll call. Others shall come to close up 
the ranks and to take the places of those who have fallen and to continue 


‘their contributions toward the whole program of history. It is but natural 


that the human heart should feel grief and the human eye should shed 
tears of sorrow. The Great Master of Human Souls Himself stood at the 
grave of a beloved friend. He knew the heaviness that was upon the 
hearts of those sisters in that household and John seeks to express the 
sympathetic feeling of the Master of all the Ages in these two brief words. 
“Jesus wept.’ And as the friends, especially the Jews who were gathered 
there on that occasion saw his tears, they said, “Behold how He loved 
him.” The fellowship in which you and I are united here, my brothers, 
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is a fellowship which in the final analysis is based upon and grounded 
in that highest and truest of all human emotions, the emotion of love. 
And if more and more we could clothe that emotion within our own indi- 
vidual hearts. If more and more we could scatter it abroad in the world, 
all hatreds would vanish, all bitterness would be done away. Nations 
would not be lifting up the sword against nations. Brothers would be 
clasping hands again everywhere in a brotherhood worthy of the name 
and in such a'spirit as would make us to be worthy to be called the sons 
of the Most High God, the Everlasting Father. I suppose that in almost 
every one of the Camps in this State the last enemy has come during the 
past year. Perhaps some brother very close to you, not only in Camp, 
but some in business, in social, in religious activities may have fallen during 
the last twelve months. And a great sorrow fills your heart as you sit here 
this morning and realize that his face will not be seen again. But it will 
not be forgotten. Long years ago a poet whom you all love wrote these 
words: “For men may come and men may go”, and in spite of my admira- 
tion for that poet, I feel that he expressed only a half truth. The first 
part of it is true——men come. I doubt if the second part is true in any 
real sense. Men never go. Men come, but they never go. We live today 
in the memories of those who have passed beyond the veil. Who of us, if 
your father has gone, has not many times had the experience of talking 
with him, though he is absent in the body. Not infrequently I find myself 
in a conversation with my beloved mother who has been gone many 
years, but I am glad to say during the last years of her life most of her 
time was spent in the Ladies’ Circle of the Grand Army of the Republic 
connected with the Post to which my father belonged. My oldest brother 
{and I am one of a large family)lives with me again and again. There 
Was a unique fellowship between him and myself and of tentimes I can hear 
his voice, for he was one of the sweet singers of his day. Oftentimes I 
‘see his kindly face just as truly as I see the faces of the brethren before 
me in this moment. Men come, but men do not go. We live in the 
Memories of those whom we have known and loved and lost long since a 
while. And we cherish the hope that after a while when the last Encamp- 
ment on the earth has come to its close and the great day of reckoning is 
announced from the Throne of the Eternal, we cherish the hope that then 
we shall come together in an everlasting fellowship, in a brotherhood that 
an never know bitterness or hatred or any such thing, for we have been 
faithful to the trusts that God has committed to our keeping. It is this 
that reinforces us in the face of death. It is this hope that re-invigorates 
us in the time of life’s severe testings. It is this hope that brightens all 
the way ahead of us, and that beckons us onward and upward to higher 
and better things. So while we pause for a moment to shed a tear over 
the graves of those who have dropped out of our procession in the last 
twelve months, we look up into the face of Him who has power over death 
and the grave. And we say, “The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” Brethren, if you and I live as 
we ought to live, as we know we ought to live, as we know God wants us 
to live, as we know our dearest and best friends are expecting us to live, 
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then we shall be able to say as did Myrtle D. Pipkin in the poem that is 
entitled “Emancipation” :— 


Why be afraid of death, 

As though your life were breath? 
O, glad surprise! 

Why should you be forlorn? 
Death only husks the corn. 


Why should you fear to meet 
The Thresher of the Wheat? 
Is sleep a thing to dread? 


Yet sleeping you are dead, 
’Till you wake and rise 
Way up beyond the skies. 


Why should it be a wrench 
To leave this wooden bench? 
Why not then up and shout? 
Run home when school is out? 


The dear ones left behind, 
O, foolish ones and blind! 
A day and you will meet. 
A night and you will greet. 


This is the death of deaths, 
To kiss away the breath, 

To taste the endless life, 
And joy without a strife. 

To toil, nor care to rest, 
And find the last the best. 


Let us pray: Eternal God, in whose keeping are both the dead and the 
living. We look up into Thy Face and we dare to call Thee “Father”, 
For Thou dost look upon us as Thy children and Thy great heart is con- 
cerned for us every one and Thou hast a care for us as individuals which 
is not lost amid the great concerns that cluster about the administration 
of the universe. In the volume of Thy Book it is written that the very 
hairs of our heads are numbered, that Thou carest for us with an infinitely 
tender care. We pause for a moment, Our Father, to think of those who 
a year ago were with us in the flesh, but who since then have passed into 
the Great Unseen. We pray for their loved ones whom they have left 
behind. Thou wilt surround them all with the Arms of Everlasting 
Love, that Thou wilt keep them in Thy gracious care. We pray for all 
who are still here to carry on the work in which they were interested. 
May we be men in the truest sense of the word, men with a supreme 
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faith in Thee. Men with confidence in one another, men with a belief in 
the Ultimate Goodness of all things. With these confidences in our 
hearts, may we move forward at Thy call, to do Thy will to make the 
world better because of our living in it. Bless all the hearts that are sad 
today, all the lives that are lonely, all the homes in which the circle has 
been broken, and may Thy presence bring joy out of sorrow, strength 
out of weakness, hope out of discouragement and fear and belief that 
after a while, if we are faithful here, we shall see Thee, face to face and 
be with those whom we have loved and lost long since a while. In Christ’s 
Name we pray,—Amen. 

* * * * * * 

A Member: During this past few months, one of our friendly 
organizations, the Woman’s Relief Corps has lost a Past Department 
President, Mrs. Carrie L. Loring, a great friend of this Order, founder 
of the Benjamin J. Loring Fund. Last year she presented a picture of 
her departed husband to this Division. I move that out of respect to 
her memory this Encampment stand with bowed heads for one minute. 
The motion was seconded, and the Encampment stood in silent prayer 
for one minute. - 

Secretary: I have been informed that Past Division President 
Sister Emma Loomis has been home sick in bed for some forty-one weeks. 
Talso learn that Sister Margaret Palmer, Past National President is home 
ill for some weeks. I move this Encampment send them a wire of regret 
and sorrow and hope for their speedy recovery. 

Motion seconded and the Division Secretary was ordered to carry 
it out. 

Secretary: I think it would be well to announce, as some of the boys 
in here this morning have not seen the morning papers, that the Comrades 
of the Grand Army Encampment have unanimously endorsed the Sons 
and Daughters of Union Veterans as their legal heirs and successors in 
the future. (Applause.) 


GREETINGS COMMITTEE FROM LADIES OF THE G. A. R- 


Commander: I appoint Past Division Commander Lynds, Com- 
mander Dayton of Camp 48, and Brother Metcalf to escort the Greetings 
Committee of the Ladies of the G. A. R. 

Brother Prescott of Camp 61 volunteered to play the piano. 

Past Division Commander Bell: We have had in our sessions yester- 
day and today a Past Commander of the New York Division. Inasmuch 
as he is the dad of our present Division Commander, I think we ought 
to have our Past Division Commander Moran of the New York Division 
shown the honors of the Convention and escorted to the platform. 

Seconded by Fred Waugh. That the Convention extend their com- 
pliments to Past Division Commander Moran of New York. 

It was so ordered and Brother Moran was escorted to the platform 
by Brother Bell. 
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Commander: It gives me great pleasure to introduce Mrs. Mary K. 
Rich, Past Department Patriotic Instructor. 

Mrs. Rich: I am a daughter and a grand-daughter. I think it is a 
proud heritage that Ihave. I come today to you with greetings and hope 
for your prosperity from the Ladies of the G. A. R. You know they are 
very closely affiliated with you and love you and look forward with interest 
to the work you are doing and going to do, and it pleases us very much to 
know that the veterans have finally decided to turn over their work to 
you now and forever. I think this is a grand idea and should have been 
done a long while ago. There is one particular gentleman who brought 
your greetings to our National President and Past National President, 
Mr. Harding Hale. Please tell him the ladies send their greetings to him 
and hope he has awakened from his dream. If he will only tell you what 
he told us yesterday, you will understand his dream. In behalf of the 
Ladies I am requested to pin this upon you. (Putting pin on Commander's 
coat.) 


It is not our custom to give flowers to the Sons, but we girls thought 
perhaps you boys would appreciate some flowers, so we present these 
to you with out own personal love. (Applause.) There is one other word 
T would like to say. Your Junior Vice Commander lives in my town of 
Barre,—Mr. Burgess. 

Commander: Ladies of the G, A. R.,—TI assure you that we deeply 
appreciate this gift of flowers, especi as it comes as a personal gift of 
the greeting committee of the Ladies of the G. A. R. 

Sister Mason: I'riends and Brothers: I am not a speech-maker, 
only in private. If you could hear me talk to my husband a few moments! 
He says I do talk but not in public. I have very little to say after Mrs. 
Rich’s speech, and I feel that the flowers express all I can say. You are 
certainly all brothers to me, and I am a Daughter of a Veteran as well as 
a Lady of the G. A. R. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Lamonte: Department Commander, Comrades and Brothers: 
I think there is v little for me to say. These flowers express our 
personal feelings to you boys and we hope that you all have a successful 
year and everything goes along in peace. 

Commander: I am going to ask our Division Chaplain, Brother 
Price, to respond to the greetings. 

Rev. E. Bruce Price: Sisters of the Ladies of the Grand Army: 
Perhaps you better be seated, because I may speak for an hour and a half. 
(Laughter.) I was impressed with this: That each of these ladies in her 
address referred to us as “brothers”. It made me think of a story. Some 
years ago a young woman was going through one of the hospitals. 
A good many of the young fellows were very ill and she went from bed to 
bed and talked with them and tried to cheer and comfort them. Among 
other questions, she would ask this: “Is there anything at all that I can 
do for you?” And nearly all the men said, “Why, no. I suppose not. 
Nothing particular I know of now.’ She stopped and talked with one 
young fellow who was real sick, and said, ‘Now if there is anything TI can 
do for you I would be very happy to do it.’ She said, ‘I am a child of the 


Lord and I want to help all that Iam able to help.” She passed on. When 
she was coming back through the ward, this man raised his somewhat 
feeble hand and beckoned to her to come over to his bed. Then he said 
to her quite confidentially, ‘Did I understand you to say that you are’ 
the Lord’s daughter?” “Yes.” “And you would like to do something for 
me?” “Yes”, she said, “I would”. “Well”, he said, “Would you mind 
asking the Lord if I could be his son-in-law.” (Applause.) 

We feel very highly honored, ladies, when you come to us representing 
so noble an organization as the Ladies of the G. A. R. A little while ago, 
from this platform, I made reference to the fact that my own dear mother 
was a Past Officer in the Ladies’ Circle in my native city and both of my 
sisters later had the honor of being Past Presidents of that Circle. I feel 
very closely drawn to the Ladies of the Grand Army, not alone because 
of what they stand for, but because of the memories of my mother and 
the older sister, both of whom are gone. But my remaining sister, 
who is still active in the work, and I, assure you with the Brothers of 
the Massachusetts Division, we are deeply interested in all that concerns 
the welfare of your organization, and we deeply appreciate your presence 
here today. You may feel assured that anything that the brothers of 
this Division may be able to do to help you in your work will be done 
cheerfully by them, one and all. (Applause.) 

Commander: The Ladies of the Circle at Barre presented to our 
Camp at Barre, of which the Junior Vice Commander is a member, 2 
large silk parade flag, so they could have one for last Memorial Day- 
That is what the Circle at Barre does for our Camp up there. (Applause.) 


GREETINGS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF UNION VETERANS 


Commander: It is always a pleasure to receive greetings from our 
sister organizations, co-heirs with us in our priceless heritage, and it 
lves me pleasure to introduce Mrs. Nellie Emerson, Chief of Staff. 

Sister Nellie Emerson, Chief of Staff, D. U. V.: When I read in our 
General Orders I was to be chairman of this Greetings Committee to the 
Sons of Veterans, I was so happy and pleased to think that I was to have 
the privilege of bringing to you the greetings of the Department of 
Massachusetts, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War and of our 
Department President, Mrs. Kate Bray with best wishes for a most happy 
convention. I never realized there were so many good looking men in 
the State of Massachusetts before. I am not much of a speech-maker, 
so I am going to leave the speech making to my committee, for they are 
versed in the turning of phrases, but there is one pleasure that I have. 
I think gentlemen as a rule do not care for sweet smelling flowers or 
bouquets. A friend of mine had a very good bouquet she was sending by 
a little boy to the boy’s mother, He said, ‘Take that thing home through 
the streets! Like a sissy. Well, I guess not.” I think that will answer for 
all you men. So, Brother Moran, we made a little different arrangement 
this year. I take pleasure in presenting to you this little gift. In the 
words of Rip Van Winkle, ‘“‘May you live long and prosper.” 
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Commander: Sister Emerson, I assure you that I appreciate this 
gift coming as it does from our sister organization. Words fail us to 
express the sentiment that is in our hearts. I wish you would convey 
to the sisters meeting in Chipman Hall not only my personal thanks but 
our best wishes for a very successful convention and most happy and 
prosperous year. (Applause.) I now have the pleasure of introducing 
Sister Kane, Past Department President. 

Sister Kane, Past Department President, D. U. V.: Brother Moran, 
officers and members of the Sons of Union Veterans:—It has been many 
years since I came into your Convention to convey the greetings from 
your sisters and daughters, and so when I found my name on the General 
Orders to come to you with greetings, I was pleased. The Sons and the 
Daughters have been established in Massachusetts for many years. I 
can go back many years when we, as boys and girls first became interested 
in this organization and during the years I have found always a brotherly 
love and consideration from your organization to your sisters of our 
organization. At the present time, I am sure, that you have love in 
your hearts for us and glad that we as an organization are prospering as: 
we are glad for you that you have prospered through the years. Iam 
going to prophesy for the future a vision so splendid that as the years go 
on that bond of love that should exist between brothers and sisters 
will grow stronger. As time brings about different ideas, we are obliged 
to meet them with different thoughts than those of today, and of the years 
of the past. We shall be quite capable of meeting them all with the same 
spirit that we have through the years. Iam almost tempted to prophesy 
this: that as the years go on and our fathers, from whom we have gained’ 
this privilege and heritage, will have passed down the Western slope, 
and we have them only in memory, that that love will become stronger 
and I feel that possibly the day will arrive when we as one organization 
of Sons and Daughters of the Union Veterans of the Civil War will 
remain. I myself personally hope that that day may come. I believe that 
we have in the North a certain position to maintain. Your National 
Commander came to us last evening and quoted some things relative to 
the Sons and Daughters of the Confederacy, and I am sure we, in whose 
veins flows the blood of the men that were ready to die if necessary that 
this country should not be severed, should maintain the highest ideals, 
and that we should combine our efforts in such a manner that we may 
have the prestige that they are obtaining in the Southern States. I believe 
too, as Commander Homan spoke last night, that the time perhaps has 
arrived, when we as patriotic organizations should combine our efforts 
and put forth some magazine or paper such as he spoke of as being dis- 
tributed by the Sons and Daughters of the Confederacy. In our hearts 
we should have love for our fellowmen and fellow women so with the love 
in our hearts for those men and women of the South who felt that their 
fathers fought for a cause that was legitimate and right; and yet if they 
are broadcasting through papers that put their side of the story before: 
the public of the younger generation of the world today which is being. 
taught along that line, it is time for us to be up and doing and present 
our side, the right side always. And so I leave with you the thought that. 
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as the years go on, we shall become cemented in a stronger bond of love 
and fellowship. You know it is really very fine that in homes where boys 
and girls exist, brothers and sisters, that there is a feeling sometimes that 
they would rather have the love and sympathy of some other boy’s sister 
than their own, and just the same thing obtains with the sisters. But 
in the end they stand firmly together, as brother and sister of the one 
father and mother. And so I just hope and pray that as the years go on, 
the same love may obtain in a stronger manner than ever with the Sons 
and Daughters of the Union Veterans of the Civil War. I thank you. 
(Applause.) 

Commander: I consider it a personal favor from the Department 
President that she included in her Greetings Committee a member from 
my own home tent. It is a great pleasure to present our Holyoke sister, 
Mary Warner, who is now Department Color Bearer. 

Sister Warner: Charlie and brothers of the convention: I consider 
it a great honor. This is my first time. You will soon find out I cannot 
talk very much. I think after I leave this room that I have kept up to the 
pace that Brother Charlie made for me at home. (Laughter.) He was 
one of the first brothers I met after I knew I was in Chipman Hall. I 
shook hands with him again last night and I am here as he told me to be 
today. Last Friday night the girls asked me to convey their greetings 
from Tent 58, Holyoke. (A pplause.) 

Sister Kane: You know for many years the Sons and Daughters 
have held their convention in Tremont Temple, you in Lorimer Hall and 
the Daughters in Chipman Hall. We have had a certain degree of pleasure 
in meeting in the same building. We have not seen much of each other, 
but we have just known that you were here. I have to inform you that 
we are going to leave you to your fate. We are moving next year. We 
have already engaged our quarters at the Elks Hotel, where our Convention 
will be held. Our banquet on Tuesday evening and all the functions 
attending our Convention will be held at the Elks Hotel. Perhaps 
brothers, there is just a spark of feeling that we have done = very wise 
thing, a feeling that we have grown to the capacity of taking over 2ccom- 
modations of that nature, for we have outgrown Chipman Hall, and T 
Just wish it were possible for you to go with us. That’s all. 

Commander: Will Brother Wolf respond to the greetings of *he 
Daughters. 

Brother Wolf: Commander, it is always an extreme pleasure to 
respond to the Daughters of Union Veterans for, no doubt of that, I 
believe this is the first opportunity that I have ever had. But there are 
certain emotions that all of us must feel when the Daughters, our sisters, 
come into our Convention and in this friendly sincere sort of unconven- 
tional way express their sentiment to us. It seems to remind us brothers 
of those days of more than a half a century ago when your father and 
mine were fighting on the battlefield or on the seas for freedom and the 
perpetuating of the Union. Those were the real of friendliness and 
comradeship, and I wish that those conditions obtained today. When 
I think of friendliness and comradeship, I always think of those examples 
set by our fathers in those days many years ago and by our friends, the 
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Army Nurses, who nursed them back to life in those early days on the 
fields, and so, sisters, when you come into our Convention today, we 
know that you are sincere, that you are honest and that you are engaged 
in the same sort of work that we are, because your fathers were the 
comrades of our fathers and would that the day will come when we too 
may meet in the same hall, possibly in the same Convention in order that 
we may have the real, virile strong organization co-operating together 
that we may be able to carry the tremendous responsibilities that devolve 
upon us. We certainly, all of us, thank you for greeting us. 


VISITING DELEGATION FROM THE G. A. R. 


Past Department Commander Henry N. Comey of the Denver Post 
introduced by Past Division Commander Weiler. 

Past Commander Cooley, from Post 58 introduced by Past Division 
Commander Guy Richardson. 

Past Division Commander Bell escorts Brother Youngman, State 
Treasurer and Receiver-General to the platform. 

Commander: Brothers, this is the event of our Convention, the time 
when we receive the Greetings Committee from the Massachusetts 
Department of the G. A. R., is the real bright spot of our Convention and 
surely it gives me the greatest pleasure to introduce at this time Past 
Department Commander, Henry N. Comey. 

Comrade Comey: Brothers of our service, Sons of our comrades, I 
certainly am won by this greeting and this hearty reception and the 
privilege of coming here. I want to say in the first place that you sent a 
splendid delegation, every one an orator, and I never saw closer attention 
than your speakers had this morning. It seemed to strike a responsive 
chord in the hearts of the old comrades. I don’t know how far you are in 
your duties today, and there are times when short speeches are in order, 
and it may be so today. I want to say this: That you give the old Grand 
Army credit for some things they don’t accomplish. It wasn't the fault 
of the man in the ranks or the officers in command when the war closed. 
It wasn’t. our fault that our su was not complete. The politicians 
spoiled what we had well set forward. The question is not settled yet. 
When I travel through the South and read the papers, I know that ques- 
tion is not fully settled. As McCauley said some seventy-five years ago, 
in predicting the future of the United States, some strong hand will 
conquer it, and it will be overrun with a worse horde than ever overrun 
Turkey or Italy in the early days. We know Europe was overrun at one 
time. I am not sure but McCauley’s prophecy may yet come true and 
we want to face that question. In October and November I spent several 
days on the battlefields of Maryland and Virginia. Last month I was on 
the battlefields around Savannah. I want to say this: It is with gratitude 
I can report the kindly feeling we were received in by the old Southern 
veterans, for we sat at their tables, slept in their beds and they greeted 
us from the early morning at the hotel. Their autos were at our service 
and we just enjoyed the old comrades, the old rebel soldiers. I am glad 
to report that universally among them we had their cordial greetings and 
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desire to come again. I received three letters from the Wildernes: king 
if we would not come down again as soon as we could. That was very 
gratifying. So that there is no friction between the Union Veterans and 
the Southern Veterans as far as feeling has gone, and when the comrades 
bid me goodbye they said, “God bless you.” 

Later I was at Keechobie in the Everglades. I found the Seminole 
tribe of Indians. There are quite a number around Lake Keechobie. 
I talked with the merchants about them. They said, “We like them; 
they are honest. They don’t mix with the blacks.”” How came those 
Indians there? They had the satisfaction that they would not be exterm- 
inated. So they hid up in the swamps. They have no rights. There 
is a bill in Congress now for rights of other Indians. I speak of that to 
show you, you need not be afraid of too much mixture between white 
and black. I find that among the Indians in Arizona. The Indians there 
pride themselves on their pure blood. I have said, “Would you want 
your sister to marry a nigger?” He says, “They don’t have to.’ We will 
use them fair and square. I heard last Sunday night of our constitution 
being vilified. McCauley says: “The seed of destruction of the United 
States lies in that Constitution.” You wonder why I am speaking this 
way: Iam from Massachusetts. I know that question of the rights of 
citizens of the United States is not settled when five per cent of certain 
States govern it. That is obligatory. Oligarchy rule is the worst rule 
there is, 

T want to say Iam glad to meet you, you are such a splendid body 
of men supporting us, and we will do anything we can for you. Ask 
anything you will, and if we can, we will grant it. We passed this morning 
a resolution to be presented before the National convention that you 
shall take the status of our legal heirs on Memorial Day. We were 
glad to do it and I will not take any more of your time. I feel honored 
In seeing you. (Applause.) 
ae Commander: We will now listen to a few remarks from Comrade 

uly. i 

Comrade Cully: Comrades:—I am no speaker at all. I am not 
used to getting up and speaking, but I like to sit down. I am quite a 
good listener, but not a very good speaker. I am very glad to be here 
and meet you today. The Sons of Veterans I am proud of, and I know 
that they will follow after the Grand Army and do them honor. I don’t 
know what I can say to interest you but lam very much pleased myself 
to be here and meet: you all and hope some day I will meet you again and 
see you once more. The time is getting a little short. I wish to cut my 
Speech short so as to give you a chance to get dinner. ‘I am very glad 
to meet you all and hope I will meet you again. (Applause.) 

Commander: Past Division Commander Sargent, will you respond 
to the greetings of the G. A. R.? 

Past Division Commander Col. Charles F. Sargent: The Greetings 
Committee of the Grand Army: This, as our Commander has said, is 
the greatest honor that we have, to have our fathers come here, and wish 
us well, as of course we wish them well. It is really too bad that the 
Senior Past Division Commander, Brother Bradford could not be here 
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and respond as he has for many years had that honor. Again, I would 
like very much to have seen Past Commander-in-Chief McCabe who: 
served with me as one of the Division Commanders. He is one of the 
finest men we have in our Order. So it fell to my part, the third Division 
Commander. I am almost as old as the Grand Army. I prove that by 
saying it was forty-four years ago that I was the Division Commander. 
But age does not reckon here. A woman is as old as she looks, and a 
man as old as he feels. And there are times that all of the old Grand 
Army men feel like boys and this is the time that they do. I can’t tell 
you howemuch we think of the resolution that you have put through 
your Encampment showing to us that you have the uttermost confdence- 
in the Sons and Daughters of Veterans. When you invest them with the 
greatest honor you could possibly do of being your successors when you 
can no longer fill the place you have so ably done for the last sixty years 
on Memorial Day, we appreciate it very deeply. We have had the 
Daughters in here and their Greetings Committee and they also have- 
expressed it to us. I haven’t the least doubt that both these Committees 
have been down and told you the real significance of this Convention. 
We claim it is the greatest thing that has been done in any convention 
that will put the Sons and the Daughters in the right place. Last year 
it was my privilege to respond to this position, and I drew attention to 
the fact that that must be done, if you wish us to succeed you, for there 
is a great rivalry among the other veterans that seem to want to take the 
place that rightfully belongs to the Sons and Daughters. Now you have 
finished the work in that line and they will now know that we belong with 
you, taking the place as Grand Army men under different names, and’ 
we doing what we can to make Memorial Day the greatest patriotic day 
in our history. I was pleased to hear you say that on your trip down 
South, but don’t think I knew personally about it, as my friend at the 
State House went with you, that the feeling between the Northern and 
Southern veterans was going into the background, that it no longer really 
existed. That is what it should be. You recall that at the surrender, 
it was General Grant that started that question. He says: “Take your: 
horses back with you. You will need them on the farm”. Now our great 
General started it. It is up to the different Grand Armies, both North 
and South io complete it, and you are doing everything you can for it. 
I wish you would take back to your Department meeting the message 
if it has not already been said, that we, the Daughters and the Sons 
believe you place upon the finest and most beautiful mantle that the 
Grand Army could in any way place upon their sons and daughters. 
(Applause.) 

Commander: I will call on a good brother of ours. He has been 
with us on many occasions. It affords me great pleasure to present 
Brother William 8. Youngman, State Treasurer and Receiver-General. 

Brother Youngman: I am not going to keep you long, but first I 
want to express my pride in having this opportunity to bring you the 
greetings of the grand old Commonwealth of Massachusetts while the- 
Grand Army men are here. (Applause.) I don’t know how you felt, but 
when I saw that short parade of these representatives coming up the: 
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-aisle, it made me think that my old daddy was marching there and it 
made me think too of the happy days that I have spent with the G. A. R. 
ever since as a little boy when I went with my father to the Encampment 
-on the Battlefields of Gettysburg, and the Grand Army men tossed me 
up in a blanket. Believe me, they had the strength to put me up high. 

Well, as my brother, the last speaker has said, their mantle has fallen 
upon us, and who could it better fall on than the loyal sons and the loyal 
daughters? (Applause.) We will never forget them. We will never 
forget the deeds they performed and we will never forget the day, Memorial 
Day, that is so dear to them for their reunions and for their recognition 
of their valiant comrades that have gone before. I feel a particular pride 
in gratification that as a State officer elected by all the people of Mg 
chusetts I can bring you the greetings of the Commonwealth and can be 
one of your number. (Applause.) Joel D. Dudley Camp of Brighton, 
of which T am a member, not a very large Camp but that has been my 
home. There is where I took my bride, there is where my children were 
born, there I worked for eighteen years before I was ever elected to public 
office, and those comrades and friends and their women are the ones 
that gave me my start and I will never forget the contribution they made 
to land me in this State office. You know it is a tough job travelling all 
over the State to get votes and trying to get acquainted, and in a primary 
fight you are just Youngman against a half a dozen other fellows, and 
my name came last on the list. I had the alphabetical jinx. But some of 
the boys invented a slogan for me that we passed around, and the ladies 
passed it around too, and believe me when it comes to passing information, 
they are the ones that can do it. The slogan was: “Take Youngman 
from the bottom, and put him over the top.” And it came to pass the 
brothers from this old Brighton District, just a little representation out 
there, sent me to the Legislature and afterwards to the Senate. How 
did it influence the whole State. I will tell you how. Of course a State- 
wide candidate has got to get support from the newspapers 2nd so as I 
Went around to the different towns I walked into the newspaper offices. 
They did not know me from a side of sole leather. I will give you a 
typical case. I landed way out in Pittsfield, the Westernmost city in 
Massachusetts. I walked into the newspaper office there and told them 
I had the misfortune to be one of the numerous candidates for State 
Treasurer and told him what jobs I had held to train for the office and all 
that, and he said, “Well, don’t make that story very long. Wait a 
minute?” and he pulled down this book, Public Document No. 48 and 
while he was leafing it over, he said, “I will tell you about some of you 
fellows from the Eastern part of the State. There are lots of them that 
come out here and get me to say a lot of nice things about them in my 
paper, and T find they do quite a good deal of talking out here in Pittsfield, 
but their home places leave them flat. Now, you have been a candidate 
in your home district two or three times and I am going to see what kind 
of a vote you got in comparison with the other two candidates for the 
same office in previous years.” Je says, “In other words, I am going to 
find out what your friends and neighbors think of you when it comes 
election day.” So he looked up and found, by the way, that I had got a 
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gain over the man that had gone before me, in fact the greatest one of 
that district for about fifty years, and he says, “All right? You will get 
our support.’’ So that by that evidence I have got the loyalty of the men 
that I live among, that I am affiliated with; for then if I will go through 
for them, and if they are willing to pick me out and back me up, I have 
got the fir est start in the world, and I have got the greatest possible inner 
satisfaction. So I want to express my pleasure at being here today, and 
particularly that these Grand Army representatives have done me the 
honor to wait to hear my few words. I want you to know that up to the 
State House the Sons of Veterans and Department Commanders are 
welcome, and needless to say the Grand Army survivors will always 
have a friend in me. The latchstring will be always out. You don’t have 
to state your business tosee me. (Applause.) 

Commander: I am going to ask my dad af’ this time to say a few~ 
words. It is not often that a Division Commander can introduce his 
own father, who, 27 years ago, was Commander of the good Division of 
New York. So, Iam going at this time to present my dad. (Applause.) 

Brother Moran: Some men are born to greatness. Others have 
trouble thrust upon them. After you have heard those beautiful words, 
you know that I can make a flowery speech, don’t you? Now, I notice 
our Division Commander is receiving a lot of presents. Before T proceed, 
I want to know what I am going to receive. (Lauyhter.) I don’t want 
you to laugh it off there. I noticed this morning in the Boston Post the 
startling headline ‘‘500 members leave the Sons of Veterans”. That must 
be splendid news to the backsliders and the men who want to give up their 
charters and get out of the organization. But further on it said, while 
it was to be deeply deplored, this great loss in this fraternal society, 
they took in 300 members. Now, if I understand it correctly, the Grand 
Army of the Republic have made you their legal heirs, or in other words, 
they are going to turn over to you all that they possess. Can you recall 


“a few years ago the great Grand Army of the Republic which would not 


humble themselves enough even to receive the slightest favor from the 
Sons of Veterans and how we had to fight so that we might lead the men 
in the procession in the parade on Decoration Day? I recall when I 
joined the Order of the Sons of Veterans my father said to me, “What 
is it for?” I was about eighteen years or a little older, and said, “To take 
care of the widows and orphans and look after the members of the G. A. R.” 
He said, “I guess we better look after you first.” That is what hurt the 
Order in its growth. We were organized many years before our time. 
But today when you look upon those members of the .G A, R., whom 
you saw coming into this room (The Commander-in-Chief and his Staff), 
palsied, trembling and said, “Boys, I am here to lean on your shoulders. 
I am here to have you care for me. I am here now to acknowledge that we 
need you.” And yet you, you in your meetings, decide to desert these 
men, and give up your charters. Yellow dogs! Yellow dogs! Every yellow 
dog, cares for its own. And never forgets the hand that has fed ats | SEG 
cares for something, but the men who will desert the G. A. R. at this time 
is calloused; he hasn’t even a heart. It reminds me of an old second 
Reader that I read when going to school. The father had told us when 
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the grandfather, who was old and palsied, would come to the table he 
used to spill his oatmeal on the table cloth, and ihey sat the old man 
in a corner behind the stove so he would not destroy the tablecloth. One 
morning the father found his little boy digging out a gourd, and he said 
to him, “What are you doing?” He said, “I am making a gourd for you, 
when you ges old like grandpa.” Grandpa was seated at the table after 
that and no matver what he spilt, nothing was said. It takes some strained 
measures to make you realize the great importance of the task that has 
now devolved upon your shoulders. Now, what is the matter with our 
‘Order? What is the matter with us? Nothing the matter with the Order. 
Last year you initiated 4000 members. There can’t be anything the 
matter with an organization that initiates 4000 members. The trouble 
as on the inside. Probably you are like the insurance agents. You have 
got the membership fee, and that is all you care for. I am not an insur- 
ance agent. Brother Anderson is. But the organization has been asleep. 
You want a Big Ben. It is something like two Irishmen. They were 
skilled electrical workmen, but never could get to work on time, always, 
late, late, late. So the foreman told them to come in Monday, but don’t 
come at all if you can’t come on time. They bought a Big Ben, extra 
big, one that goes for six days. They wound it, had a good time Saturday 
night and Sunday, and forgot to set the alarm Sunday night. They went 
to bed and one of them said to the other, “Let’s relax. We don t have 
to think of getting up, Big Ben is going to wake us up on time.” About 
twenty minutes of eight they woke up and Big Ben was going, going, 
going. They said, “We will not have time for brekafast, but we will get 
to work on time.” They just got inside of the shop when the whistle blew. 
There the foreman sat with a scowl on his face looking at them. One of 
the fellows was sort of pugnacious and said, ‘“‘What is the matter? Ain't 
we here on time?” The foreman answered, “Yes; but where were you 
Monday and Tuesday?” (Laughter.) We have been relaxing. The 
whole trouble with us is we are fast asleep. Now we want to blame it 
onto somebody else. Why? Our duties today are greater as Sons of 
Veterans than ever before in the history of our Order. Do you realize it? 
You 100 per cent Sons realize it. Our fathers are just as dear and honored 
to us as when we organized, and their memories are more sacred and more 
dear to us now than eyer before. Also, our comrades’ fathe Does 
our obligation to our parents cease when they die? Is there no such thing 
as a Sacred Memory? Is it out of sight out of mind, or is it the baseball 
game, fishing or sports in general? Think, if you can of the father who has 
raised a large family, devoted his life to them. No sacrifice tou great for 
their comfort and advancement, He is taken away to his maker. Does his 
family desert his memory? Do they forget his grave?—Isn’t that grave 
deserving of some kindly thought at least one day in a year? Then why 
are we so anxious to desert the memory of our fathers and our fathers’ 
comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic. Does the obligation we 
have taken at our altar mean nothing? Are our principles and objects for 
fair weather only? You are deserting the Grand Army of the Republic. 
You are deserting your fathers’ memory. You are willing that some 
stranger should do this work, which to you should be a labor of love. 
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Just have a little heart. Let’s show that we are organized for something 

a little more than self agrandisement. I am sure that our fathers and 

their comrades who look down from Heaven upon us will say we have 

not misplaced our confidence they are our boys. I thank you. (Applause.) 
Upon motion, it was voted that the Encampment recess until 1.30 p.m. 
(Noon Recess.) 


(95) 


THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday Afternoon, April 13th, 1927 


Roll Call of Officers by Division Secretary. 

Commander: Any reports of Committees. 

Past Division Commander Lynds, read—Resolutions about the Fee 
of $1.00 for new Members. 

The Committee felt the essentials of the resolution were well taken, 
and offered in lien of the resolution another resolution, which was read. 


COMMITTEE'S SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS, it appears that the minimum initiation fee fixed by the 
last National Encampment at Des Moines, Ia., in September, 1926, 
becoming effective the following October, has worked a hardship upon 
Camps of the Massachusetts Division and has greatly hampered efforts 
to increase our membership. x 
Be it Resolved, that the Division Secretary be instructed formally 
to advise the Commander-in-Chief of the facts, and that the delegates 
to the next National Encampment be instructed to bring this matter 
before said Encampment and to urge a repeal of this minimum fee pro- 
vision. 
EVERETT H. LYNDS 
ALBERTG. WOLFF 
W. W. STONE 
Committee on Resolutions 


With regard to Past Division Commander Uphan.’s suggestions 
to improve conditions in the Order, the Committee recommend that the 
communication be referred to the incoming Division Commander for 
consideration, and for such action, if any, as he may deem expedient. 

EVERETT. H. LUNDS 
ALBERT G. WOLLF 
W. W. STONE 

Upon motion, the report of the committee was adopted by vote. 

Musical selections by Brother Maxwell (16). 

Resolution offered by Past Commander Wolff on the passing of 
Commander William F. Brown of the G. A. R. read, and upon motion, 
duly seconded, the resolution was adopted. 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, Comrade William F. Brown, Department Commander 
of the G. A. R., has ended his last march and has been called to the Great 
Reward of a fine soldier, a true friend of his fellow men and a loyal, 
patriotic citizen; 

Therefore be it resolved, that the G. A. R. has lost a valient Comrade 
and the Sons of Union Veterans a stalwart defender, sympathizer and 
friend; 
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And be it further Resolved that we express to his bereaved family 
our sympathy and sorrow at his passing; . 

And be it further Resolved that this resolution be spread upon the 
minutes of this Encampment and that copies of this resolution be sent 
to the family of the deceased Commander. 

E. M. LYNDS 
ALBERT G. WOLFF 
W. N. STONE 
Committee on Resolutions 

Past Commander Hunt reads report of the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports. 

Brother Hunt: I wish to apologize to the Encampment for being 
late with this report, but unfortunately when I went to my office this 
morning to dictate the report my secretary did not show up. I received 
word from her mother that she was sick, and then attempted to get an- 
other one to write it. She has written it three times and it is not satis- 
factory to me now. I want to say it is impossible for any committee on 
officers’ Reports to meet, as we did, after the close of the Encampment 
last night and one member write up the report having the ideas of five 
members and have it cover all the points. The five members of this 
committee have signed the report whether they believe it or not and if 
you adopt it it shows you believe in them. 

Boston, Mass., April 13th, 1927 
To. the Officers and Members of the Forty-fifth annual Encampment: 

Your Committee on Officers’ Reports, to whom was referred the reports 
of your several Officers, beg leave to submit for your consideration the 
following: 

We desire to commend to this Encampment the earnest and con- 
scientious work performed during the past year by the various Officers 
of this Division. 

We call your special attention to the financial condition of the Division 
which shows that several years ago policies were adopted which today 
place our Division in a strong financial condition, and it is our duty to 
carefully guard the finances of the Division in the future. 

While we cannot show as large a membership as we should we believe 
it is possible under a systematic campaign to increase the membership 
of this Division. 

One of the greatest obstacles which we have to overcome is suspen- 
sion of members after initiated. In the opinion of your Committee this 
is caused by two reasons: 

First: The cheapness by which one can become a member of our 
organization. 

Second: Because many of our Camps do not properly impress the 
candidates when they are initiated. 

We, therefore, recommend that the Incoming Division Officers plan 
some systematic campaign which can be followed up by each camp in 
endeavoring to overcome the loss in membership. 

We appreciate fully the work done by Division Commander Moran, 
and believe that he has been conscientious in his endeayor to maintain 
the high standing of this Division. 


We call your attention to his recommendations as follows: 
First 


Instead of recommending a specific sum to be appropriated by this 
Encampment for the expenses of the District Commanders, your Com- 
mittee recommends that this matter be left entirely in the hands of the 
incoming Division Council with full power; believing that they will 
appropriate for any District Commander the amount of money necessary 
in their judgment to enable him to carry on the work of his District. 


Recommendation No 2 


We approve of his recommendation that the records of the special 
Encampment be printed as an appendix to the records of this Encamp- 
ment. 


Recommendation No 3 


We concur in this recommendation that no further payments be 
made to the Massachusetts Department of the G. A. R. to cover the per 
eapita tax of the posts in the department until they have expended the 
amount which this Division appropriated one year ago. 


Recommendation No 4. 


Regarding the date for inspection on account of the change of elec- 
tion, your Committee recommends that the inspection be held during 
the month of March instead of September as recommended by the Division 
Commander. We believe Officers installed in November should be given 
n opportunity to perfect themselves in the work of their office before 
the annual inspection and that the attendance at the Camp meetings 
during the month of March will be larger than during the month of Sep- 
tember as recommended by the Division Commander. as 

We heartily concur in the recommendation of the Division Com- 
mander that a vote of thanks be extended to the Military Editor, J. Harry 
Hartley of the Boston Globe, for the consideration which he has shown 
our Order in giving it publicity and we recommend that the incoming 
Division Secretary be requested to send him a copy of this vote with a 
letter assuring him that his efforts in our behalf are appreciated by our 
Order. 

In the report of your Junior Vice Division Commander, we notice 
he refers to the increase in the initiation fee. We note that he thinks 
that the increase in the amount charge for initiation will eventually 
improve the standard of our Organization; believing that no one should 
Join this Organization because it does not cost but a trifle but that all 
who join should join because they are interested in perpetuating the mems 
ory of those who gave their lives, that we, who come after, might enjoy 
a Country having the richest blessings of any Country on the face of the 
earth. 


In the report of your Division Secretary, we find he makes two recom- 
mendations: 
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First: That the name Division be changed to read Department 
and that the delegates to the National Encampment at Dayton, Ohio, 
be instructed to present to that Encampment resolutions requesting such 
a change. We heartily concur in this recommendation and suggest its 
adoption. 

Regarding the Division Secretary’s recommendation No 2, will say 
that after listening to the several brothers interested in same we recom- 
mend that this Division pay from the G. A. R. Trust Fund a sum of 
$25.00 to each delegate elected at the G. A. R. Encampment in Boston 
this year, who attends the National Encampment at Dayton, Ohio; 
believing that we should do all in our power to encourage the Massachu- 
setts Department to send its full quota of delegates to this Encampment, 
and by making this appropriation we will make it easy financially for all 
delegates elected to attend. This is only a small contribution from our 
Organization and we feel it is worthy of a trial for one year at least. We, 
therefore, recommend that the trustees of this fund be enpowered to pay 
to each delegate attending the above amount. 

While there are many things in the reports of your Division Officers 
which are food for thought, your Committee feels that it would be unwise 
for them to attempt to pick out any special report and comment upon it. 
We, therefore, recommend that each delegate carefully read and digest 
the reports as submitted by the several Officers of this Encampment. 

It is useless for our Officers to make these reports unless they are 
going to be read and studied. Our Division stands high and it is recog- 
nized as the best Division in the Order. 

We have a Commander-in-Chief from our own Division, Dr. E. W. 
Homans, and we should feel honored to have one of our own members 
selected for this high office. 

It is the duty of every delegate to this Encampment to go back into 
his local camp prepared to present to its Officers and Members a report 
of the business transacted. This is not a time for this Division or any 
one of its members to become discouraged. It is a time when each one 
interested must exert himself to his utmost in order to maintain the present 
standard of this Division. 

We cannot change the past but we can build for the future. It is ” 
our duty to build such a strong and powerful organization that we will 
be prepared to protect this great Country of ours against any force which 
may attempt to destroy it. 

Fraternally submitted, 
GEORGE E. HUNT (67) 
W. E. CHOATE (6) 
F. C. HAYNES (26) 
W. P. LORCH (17) 
A. A. BRONSDON (124) 

Commander: Moved by Brother Hunt and seconded by several 
that the report of the Committee on Officers’ reports be adopted. 
It was so voted, 

Delegation from Woman's Relief Corps arrived, consisting of Mrs. 
Bumpus, Mrs. Fredericks and Mrs. Powers. 
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Commander: Brothers, it is a great pleasure to reccive a dele; 
representing the Woman’s Relief Corps. Surely it is indeed a great 
pleasure to present the Chairman of this delegation, Mrs. Bumpus. 

Sister Bumpus: Commander, Officers and members of the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War: I can assure you it is a great pleasure 
to me to come here this afternoon and bring you the greetings of the 
Department of Massachusetts, Woman’s Relief Corps. I think that I 
owe you an apology. I think you stated in your letter that you would 
like to receive us at eleven o'clock. It is not our fault, we could not have 
the car, and so we have come at the first opportunity and felt that we 
could presume on your kindness and that you would admit us when we 
got here as soon as we could. This is my very first visit to your conven- 
tion and I want to tell you just how green I was. I had to ask if I was 
supposed to bring flowers to the boys. They said, “Yes, the boys liked 
flowers just as well as the girls did.” We prepared this bouquet, and if 
you don’t especially care for the flowers I know you will appreciate the 
good wishes that come with them. (A pplause.) 

Commander: I now have the pleasure of presenting Mrs. Squier. 

Sister Squier: I come from Plymouth and I have often attended 
the meetings of the Sons in that town and so I know what a wonderful 
work you are doing, how you are helping the Grand Army, taking the 
burdens off of them. As I look down here I see some of the Plymouth 
boys and I am very glad to see them, and we both think we can depend 
on them, not only the Grand Army, but the Woman's Relief Corps. I 
never asked them to do anything they have not been ready and willing 
to do. As you are beginning your new year, I hope it will be the most 
prosperous one that you ever had. (Applause.) 

Commander: Next we are going to hear from Mrs. Fredericks. 

f Sister Fredericks: It gives me pleasure to come again on my second 
visit. I wish to present to the Sons this little token of appreciation and 
wish for this convention a most successful year. I thank you. 

Commander: This is the donation the Relief Corps has been giving 
to our Organizing Fund, the Benjamin J. Loring Fund. 

Commander: I hardly think it necessary to introduce Mrs. Powers, 
as I believe most of us have met her before. 

Mrs. Powers: Mr. Commander and members of this Convention: 
It certainly was a pleasant surprise and a great pleasure to me when I 
had an opportunity to come along to this Sons of Veterans Convention. 
or course I was overjoyed to come and I wish for you a harmonious con- 
vention and all the blessings God ean give you. (Applause.) 

Commander: Past Commander-in-Chief MeCabe, will respond 
to the ladies. 

Past Commander-in-Chief McCabe: Ladies: It does not seem that 
the hand of time has gone over the dial more than two years since this fine 
organization took the Sons kindly by the hand and have led them to a 
very, very happy existence. I recall with a great deal of pleasure the 
Convention of the Grand Army at Denver, Colorado, where Mrs. Parker 
and Mrs. Sarah Fuller and that other saintly woman, Miss Elizabeth 
Turner, when they first gave their full assurance to the G. A. R. and said 
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what they could do modestly and sweetly, typical of Massachusetts 
womanhood, and they have accomplished a great deal more than they 
said that they would try to do. In that connection the Sons of Veterans 
was recognized at the same Convention. I am going back some distance, 
my brothers, for I think it is well for us to turn back the pages, and see 
some of the efforts of the early life. In that recognition given by the 
agency of John S. Bangs of Maine and John Ross of Baltimore aided by 
these fine spirits that I have mentioned the Sons of Veterans was recog- 
nized. And we came into official recognition with our fathers and our 
mothers, the Grand Army and the Ladies of the Relief Corps and from 
that time to this the route of the Sons of Veterans has been clearing 
beautifully. The spotlight of their love and their goodwill and devotion 
has ried us over many a troublesome route. We owe more to the 
Woman’s Relief Corps than I am capable of telling you at this time, but 
perhaps your courtesy would permit me to say there is in my heart, as in 
the hearts of the old, old G. A. R. an abiding love for the women of the 
Woman’s Relief Corps and the assistance and co-operation of the ladies 
always afforded the Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts, and I would be 
recreant to that kindly thought if I did not respond, I have tried to take 
the background and there I tried to abide in silence and peace. We are 
very glad to welcome you here this afternoon and let us trust we will see 
more of you and instead of its being this year, it may be a good many years. 
‘God bless you. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LEGISLATION 


Past Division Commander Hale: The chief matter our Legislative 
Committee had to consider the past year was the renewing of effort to 
have passed by our Legislature a law to prohibit commercialized sports 
during the morning of Memorial Day. That effort was again undertaken 
and again failed. The Committee is impressed with the need of our 
Orders making a wider effort and more cohesively to bring this matter 
to the attention of the individual members of the House and Senate and 
in order that the proper impression may be made and pressure brought 
to bear. In connection with the same matter is a communication from 
Brother Charles L. Fish of Camp 66, Woburn, I believe, which in brief 
is a suggestion, as he called it, that the Legislative Committee undertake 
to have the Legislature pass a law to compel the cities and towns to devote 
a certain part of the appropriation for the observance of Memorial Day 
to the Sons of Union Veterans. He felt that legislative action would be 
necessary and pointed out an instance where the Sons or the Grand Army 
received a very small proportion of the appropriation in a certain city 
for the observance of Memorial Day, in fact getting $100 as against the 
$700 or $800 taken by the American Legion. While we do realize the 
great inequality and in some cases injustice of this disposition of the 
appropriations of the cities and towns, we do not believe that we should 
go to the Legislature to have a law passed to take care of local situations. 
If our Order is not strong enough in any city or town and has not the right 
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leadership and the right kind of expression of patriotism to get recognition;- 
the local camp should not go to the Division for its remedy. We do feel 
more and more that the thing to do is to build up strength in our local 
organization. When you get the tight kind of expression of patriotism: 
in any given city or town you will get recognition such as you deserve 
and not until then and no law or any number of laws passed on the statute: 
books will give you any such opportunity. Therefore your Committee. 
wish to report that it considers such legislation inexpedient. 

_ Brother Storey: I wonder if the Committee took into consideration 

(I imagine they did, of course) that there is, if I am correctly informed, 
a statute law that permits the cities and towns to appropriate a certain 
amount of money to the G. A. R. Posts, Amerian Legion, Spanish War- 
Veterans, ete., for the observance of Memorial Day and whether or not’ 
if my own city should appropriate a sum to be expended by the Sons of 
Veterans of a certain war, whether or not the tax commissioners, or who- 
ever has charge of that in the State House would not put the veto on that 
from the fact that there is no recognition of our organization, as I under- 
stand it, in the State House. In our neighboring town of Manchester,, 
which has a representative here, within the last month or six weeks, they 
buried with very imposing ceremonies the last surviving veteran of the- 
Civil War in that town. The town had appropriated, as all the towns in 
that neighborhood have, certain sums to be expended on the G. A. R. 
but whether or no the town has got the right under the law to appropriate 
LON’ for the Sons of Veterans to expend for that same purpose on Mem- 
orjal Day is perhaps all he has in mind. 

Brother Beckman: The present statute, as we understand it, is, 
moneys are given to any Camps or even to the Grand Army Posts. A 
certain amount of money is appropriated for Memorial Day. After that 
money is appropriated, whoever is in charge, can designate any person 
or persons to spend that money on Memorial Day. At the present time’ 
they are requiring the G. A. R. Quartermaster Sergeant to O K. all those 
bills and they are turned into the Treasurer, who pays the bills from the 
ae appropriated. I think the proper thing to do is to have every 
Bae make a visitation to the selectmen, and show them you are going 
aaa over this work. Have the selectmen appoint you as spenders of 
tie mey which is appropriated. I don’t see why we should go to the 

seer uae Legislature for any such thing. 

ind: nae Tt strikes me there is some degree of constitu- 
omega, on involved as to the right of the Legislature to pass an act 
ie Gon Roney to the Camps, all of them, they to be the successors of 
aicat 4 Son EM NY such right really to appropriations of that kind is pre- 

ieated upon public service. As a result, it is extremely doubtful, if the 

BAe came before our Supreme Court, if the Court could find that the 
organization as such rendered any public service upon which could be 
predicated a bill such as has been suggested. 

; Past Division Commander Hale: I would answer the present ques- 
tion by saying that as to the constitutionality of acts providing for other 
than veteran organizations, there is a serious question in my mind, and has 
been. But that is more on the technical side of the question; in the 
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broader sense I do think it is high time our organization realized the need 
of real strength and real service and real leadership in the city or town it 
is attempting to serve. That is the great weakness of our organization, 
and we have an opportunity, through the action of the Department of the 
G. A. R. today, to do great things, and that opportunity is coupled with a 
challenge, and that challenge is this: Are you worthy in the city or town 
you are attempting to serve, to have the recognition and to have the 
advantage of taking care of the observance of the Veterans of the Civil 
War on Memorial Day? 

Commander: If no objections, the report will be adopted. It is 
so ordered. 

Motion made that five minutes be the limit for nominating speeches 
for the first three elective officers and two minutes for candidates for the: 
Division Council. It was so voted. 


NOMINATING SPEECHES 


Brother O'Malley: There seems to be a great deal of difference with 
reference to presentation of qualifications of the several candidates. As 
nobody seems to be inclined to open the door, I will presume on your good 
nature and offer Camp Fourteen’s contribution to the good of the Order 
in the form of Brother Ben Austin. Brother Austin will bring to the ser- 
vice of the organization some knowledge of the allegiance he has given to 
Camp 14 and Post 30. It was said here this forenoon, I think by Brother 
Youngman if you would know how to encompass an end, tell the public: 
what the neighbors think of your man. In the circular that we sent out,. 
asking your consideration of Brother Austin, we were privileged to say 
that he had been unanimously endorsed by William H. Smart Post 30, 
and by our own Camp 14, the Charles V. Marsh Camp down in Arlington, 
and Henry Noble Couden Camp, and I am not stretching the truth a bit 
when I say that we have got the good-will of many of the neighboring 
Camps. We come before you with the kindliest feeling, with charity 
for all and malice towards none. We make this contribution of Ben 
Austin to the Massachusetts Encampment and I say if you support him, 
you will not regret it any more than we boys of Camp 14 and in our neigh- 
borhood hesitate in presenting him to you. We know what he will do 
for you. Newell Benjamin Austin is our choice. 

Past Commander Hill (14): I wish to second the nomination of 
Brother Austin. 

Brother Fred E. Warren (Somerville): I wish also to second the 
nomination of Newell B. Austin. I have known him for fifty years in both 
the States of New Hampshire and Massachusetts and I heartily endorse 
him, 

Brother Fred T. Waugh (45): I second the nomination of Brother 
Ben, and if it is only for one thing it is for the fact that for years he, as a 
Pullman conductor, has straightened out the difficulties of the journey 
for our beloved comrades of the Grand Army on their annual excursions. 
I wish to say he isa worker if you give him any work to be done. Any 
call is answered fully and completely by Ben. He will go to work and be a 
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faithful, reliable man that you can approach at all times and fill the bill 
as good as anybody that I know of in the Division. 

4 Brother Past Division Commander Bell: Some years ago there was 
inaugurated in this Division what is now known as the District Com- 
mander System. This was intended to carry out certain purposes. It 
was intended that the District Commander was to be a Division Com- 
mander to all intents and purposes within his district. The scheme has 
had varying success in various parts of the Division, but during the past 
year we have had an example of one brother who was appointed a District 
Commander who has not only met all of the original requirements of the 
scheme, but, to my mind has really improved upon the original plan. 
That brother is Ralph L. Smith of Camp 81, Chelsea, who was appointed 
District Commander of the North Metropolitan District, success that has 
been far beyond anything reached elsewhere in recent years and over a 
long period of time. If to such meetings our District Commander is able 
to attract such men as Attorney General Reading, Ex-United States 
Attorney-General Boynton, Admiral Andrews, Chaplain Whitney of the 
State Prison, certainly there must be something in the plan of his meetings 
that helps such men to believe they can be of real service to a real organ- 
ization. I have had an opportunity to observe Brother Smith's work in 
one or two other ways. I accompanied him to a meeting of a Camp 
recently which was about to vote to disband. Brother Smith addressed 
them quietly, but in a very convincing way, and I was really amazed when 
he got along in that talk of his at the grasp that Brother Smith had upon 
the past, present and future possibilities of this Order. Before we left 
that hall, not only did that Camp vote to continue, but they paid over 
through Brother their past per capita tax, elected their officers and were 
installed that evening while we were there. 

Here is another instance just to show you the difference between 
What one man may do and what another may do. The only Camp in 
Brother Smith’s district that showed a loss during this past year was a 
camp visited often by one of Brother Smith’s opponents, a camp in which 
Brother Smith had very little opportunity to work. It had held no 
meetings for some time. Their District Commander had given them up 
and so informed the Division Office and Brother Smith went over there 
a ay anaes together, and got some brothers of that Camp together 
cates with oe and convinced them the Camp could be carried 
hes a ack from that Camp with their back per capita tax. 
Brees € something in the blood to get results of that kind. There 
een some talk of course in this campaign about length of service 
in the order. To my mind it makes very little difference when a man 
first came into the Order if he has been faithful to his obligation since he 
came in. 

But I think that any candidate should be entirely free with those 
whose support he seeks, when he states the date of his entrance into the 
Order and then perhaps neglects to state anything about an item of when 
he was dropped from the Order and was out of the Order for upwards of 
twenty years. Perhaps the matter of a man’s entrance into the Order 
and length of service does not matter to any great extent. It is what 
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he has done since he has been in the Order. Brother Smith has served 
as Commander of the Camp at Chelsea during the past four years; four 
years when a great many of our Camps have been losing members Camp 
81 has shown a net gain. That is due largely to the efforts Brother Smith 
has put into the upbuilding of the Camp. He has been endorsed unani- 
mously by Theodore Winthrop Post 35, Chelsea, and by the North 
Metropolitan District Association. I do feel that the Division of Massa- 
chusetts would be the loser if he did not have the opportunity. We want 
to give Ralph Smith a chance to show what he can do. I nominate Ralph 
L. Smith of Camp 81, Chelsea. 

Brother Austin: May I be permitted by the chairman of this con- 
vention to ask Brother Bell as to whom he refers, as to who is the man, 
one of the candidates that was out of the Order twenty years. 

Brother Beckman: I know Brother Skehan wasn’t out of the Order 
twenty years. 

Brother Past Division Commander Bell: I will take the personal 
blame for anything that may follow. According to the records in our 
Division Office Brother Skehan was out of the Order from 1899 until 1921. 

Brother Skehan: I have been 2 member of this Order, as that card 
states, but I did have a lapse. If there are any street-car or street railway 
men here, they will know how difficult it was for a man in the street 
railway business to attend to his duties as a Son of a Veteran. I want 
to say to you brothers I took to the street railway in 1913 and in eight 
years rose to Division Superintendent. You can make up your mind I 
was busy then and thereafter, and I have a good excuse for lapsing for 
time, but I defy any man that is before you today to do the record I have 
done since I came back. 

Comrade Norris, Camp 81, Chelsea: Brother Sons of Veterans: I 
wish to endorse the candidacy of Brother Smith for Commander of this 
Department. Coming from Camp 81, of which he is a member. I have 
known him for a long time and we have found him to be an honest, faithful 
and energetic Commander of the Camp and a good member also, engaged 
in all the work that we are engaged in, working for the success and pros- 
perity of Camp 81 and the G. A. R. also. It is my great privilege to be 
Commander of the Post. I have to say to you that two years ago when 
Post 35 was looking for a clerk, in looking around we selected our Brother 
Smith for that position as clerk. He has served us three years in that 
position. Year before last and this last year just coming in his services 
were such that it has recommended him for reappointment to the position 
he now holds. We think a great deal of our Brother Smith over there, 


_ the Comrades of the Post to which I belong; I have to say to you, my 


brothers, in all the work he has done for the G. A. R. it is seldom equalled 
in that organization. The Post, at a meeting held February 5th this 
year, unanimously passed a resolution recommending him for the position 
of Commander of this grand, patriotic organization in the grand old 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. (A pplause.) 

Brother Stratton (70): In representing the southeastern part of this 
Division in presenting a candidate for Division Commander I assure you 
that all the opposition that has been put forth—I don’t stand on this 
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floor to knock anyone, but I do bring before this Convention, this Encamp- 
ment, an honest brother, a brother that has stood shoulder to shoulder 
with me many a time in the past years and given honest service. A man 
who is endorsed by Post 100, and the Relief Corps to the Post, endorsed 
by his Camp, its Auxiliary, the Press and his Town. Not only endorsed 
by them but the entire Southeastern part of this Division, all Camps in 
that section, as well as in other parts of the State. I present the name 
of James P. Skehan, as your candidate. 

Past Commander John L. Shedd, Camp 16: I wish to second the 
nomination of a brother who is well qualified to fill the position he has 
been nominated for. There is no better friend of the G. A. R. than James 
P. Skehan. 

Brother Brady: One year ago I came before this Convention and 
placed in nomination a man for one of the Division offices. At that time 
I said that he was ready to work, that he was loyal and would render 
Service. That man has rendered that service as District Commander 
of the North Metropolitan District. In seconding the nomination of 
-Ralph L. Smith, I say to you again he has rendered loyal service, and I 
ask you to elect him as your Division Commander. 

Past Commander Harvey Silver, Camp 6: We are gathered here 
today brothers for a purpose. Today we have with us the Grand Army 
of the Republic in person. Within a few short years we will only have 
the G, A. R. with us in memory and in spirit, and when the G. A. R. 
passes from our folds it is the Sons of Union Veterans that they are look- 
ing forward to to take up the work for which we have taken the obligation 
to perpetuate and carry on. How are we to do this? Only one way. 
Through organization, through the upbuilding of the organization through 
membership, How can that be accomplished? By electing men into 
our Division offices, men who have the courage, men who have the capa- 
bilities, men who have shown in the past that they have the capability 
of going on with this work. Today we have possession, but what may the 
Possession be in a few years to come, and we have got to have an organi- 
zation when that time comes strong enough financially to perform the 
duties that may come before us. We have a man running for the posi- 
tion of Division Commander who has been in our Order since 1882. For 
the past twenty years he has been an active member of the Order. He 
has served you and your Division as Senior Vice Commander. He has 
also served you in your Division Council, and furthermore he has served 
you In @ position that I claim is one of the most sacred positions that is 
within the gift of this Order. Thatis the Division Aide. He has traveled 
from the North Shore to the South Shore only taking advantage of that 
Position. He has letters at home today giving him the finest recommenda- 
tion for his work, by the Division Commander at that time, also from the 
Commander-in-Chief at that time for the wonderful work that he did as 
Division Aide, 

Now, brothers, when you are going to put a man in that position, 
you want a man who is going to be able to do the things we are looking 
for, able to operate the Division. We have been for the past four years 
trying to reach a membership of 10,000 in the State of Massachusetts. 
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We should have 10,000, and how are we going to get them.’ Only, as I 
say, by putting men in that position who are willing to work, men who have: 
shown in twenty years that they have worked, men with records of work, 
that is what we must put in there. This brother that I speak of to you, 
you will find him on the ballot. His name is William E. Choate. There 
is a brother that served you, and there was a record surpassed by only 
one that I know of in bringing membership into the Order. When you 
have a brother that is running for your Division Commander that has a 
record as I have given to you, I say get behind that brother and give, 
him the opportunity to show that he can do the work and to say further, 
I want to speak plainly, he not only can do the work, but he has the plan 
to accomplish it. It gives me great pleasure to place in nomination the: 
name of Brother William E. Choate. 

Brother Choate, (6): It is a pleasure, I assure you, first as a son 
of the man from Camp 6 who has just been named, to stand on the floor’ 
and go through for his own dad. My dad is not only a son of a veteran 
but father of a veteran, and believe me everything I know about soldier- 
ing I have from my dad and my grandfather. Do you know anybody 
that you would want to work for more than you would your own father?” 
Believe me, if there is any man here that has worked harder for the organ- 
ization than my own dad, I would like to know who he is. We think 
all the other brothers are wonderful men. They are good men. My dad 
joined the organization in ’82, before I was born. I belong to Camp 6 
of Beverly. That is not the largest city in this Department, but it has 
the largest Camp and they are still doing things down there. Go into 
the Fire Station and ask them what time it is, and they will ask you if 
you belong to the Sons of Veterans. You talk about building up organi- 
zations. There are thirty-two men from Beverly (indicating Beverly 
delegation) all eligible to vote. I could go along and tell you about my 
dad. I want you to absolutely be with me for a minute on this proposi- 
tion. He is not a good politician. If he is defeated today, it is because 
he is not a good “pol”. Look their records up and vote for the man who 
is going to be the best man for the department. He is going to be elected 
today. (Applause.) 

Brother Curry, (x): We have waited until the last on account of our 
age. We have a representation of the younger element in the Order 
today. We feel as though they should have the opportunity to show 
what they can do. It seems to me from the current reports I have listened 
to that the peak of the organization has been reached and we are now 
receding. What seems to be wanting is the infusion of new blood, 
younger blood, blood that is charged with electricity. Sometimes the 
batteries need to be re-charged. I think today would be a good chance 
to re-charge our batteries, and see whether or not the reception could not 
come in a little clearer than it does. I believe that the older men have 
had their chance at running this division, and today I don’t see the results 
that justify you men in continuing along the line that you have been 
following. I think that this is the time, if it appeals to you, to greet a 
man of the younger generation. He has been Commander of his own 
Camp, he has been the Division Organizer, and the District Commander 
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of the South Metropolitan District; he was delegate to your National 
Encampment in ’24, not only the Sons of a Veteran, but a Veteran him- 
self, a man who held three Honorable Discharges from your Uncle Sam; 
serving the 26th Division. That means something to you boys around 
Boston. You all know the 26th. You know a man that could hold three 
Honorable Discharges, with 9 months of service continuously, certainly 
was worth something when he was “over there’, and has been worth 
‘something since he has been here. Last year he was elected to the office 
of President of the Essex County Association. Now I say you know him. 
He 1s a young man 31 years old, and that is youth. That is youth com- 
bined with experience, with intelligence, with everything that you want. 
Now let us see whether you talk one thing and vote another one. Do you 
want young blood, or don’t you want it? That is what I want to know 
to-day. If you mean business, vote for Charles M. Appleton from Camp 
30. That is the man I place in nomination. 

Commander: Before we proceed to the nomination of Senior Vice 
Commander, I am going to ask you to listen to a few remarks by our 
Commander-in-Chief who is compelled to attend another Convention 
immediately, It gives me great pleasure to present him. 

Commander-in-Chief Homan: Commander Moran, Brothers of 
‘of the Massachusetts Division: I feel very much as the visiting Com- 
mander-in-Chief do when they come here and are received by us in our 
Encampment. [ know now just how it feels, after what I have been 
through yesterday, last night and today. He feels pretty much all in, 
but he also has a great patriotic uplift. There is not a meeting that I 
have attended since yesterday morning when I started out with the 
Encampment of the Grand Army, there is not a meeting, I say, but what 
my emotions have been stirred. At every meeting something has been 
Said or done, that has aroused my emotions. I wonder if you men saw in 
the paper this morning that scare headline “500 Men Quit the Sons of 

eterans.” Did you see that? That doesn’t sound good. It doesn’t 
look good. It might not have sounded so bad when it was read by our 

tvision Commander, who knew all about it, but it did not look good to 
People on the outside. It made me have a funny feeling down in the pit 
of my stomach. 500 men quit the Sons! Anybody reading that article 
ey say, “What made them quit?” I didn’t see anything in 
ae as ve why they quit. But that headline was written by 
Sareaay, vee id not know the facts. I did not like it, neither did you. 

Yi © you going to do about it? 

Amn ae eaeuigon I was down in the Grand Army Encampment. 
Rr aw, a S ave belonged to this organization I never was privileged 

x end at Faneuil Hall and look down on those comrades of the Grand 
rie: Our Resolution that had been presented, had just been read and 

hey were in debate when the Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R. and 
his party were announced, One of the comrades had just been talking 
in favor of making the American Legion heirs to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, when our party arrived. It was my privilege to be called upon, 
etter) the Grand Army guests. I didn’t know what had happened. I 
-didn’t know what had taken place before we went in there. But somehow 
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or other as those old comrades stood up and gave three cheers and a tiger 
for their Commander-in-Chief my heart was stirred as it never has been 
before, I don’t know whether I was inspired or not by the act of the Grand 
Army, but I said something to them right from my heart. Perhaps in 
some small measure that helped in the passing of this measure although 
I believe the Grand Army would have passed that resolution without any 
word of mine. I want to tell you men, if you could go with those Grand 
Army men, if you could be with them and hear them talk, I believe you 
would be inspired too. Comrade Morton, the Assistant Adjutant General 
of Wisconsin, who sat beside me at the diner in Ford Hall said, “This has 
all been a revelation to me, Doctor, I never really knew what the Sons of 
Veterans were doing until I visited your Encampment, saw what you are 
doing for the Grand Army. Why in the State where I am from this 
organization is considered a kind of joke and is subject of ridicule.” 

I have been talking with him, I have visited some of these states and 
it is alas, too true some of these great Western States with only ten or 
eleven Camps in them are not shining lights, or examples of what our 
Order ought to be. It is an inspiration to those Grand Army men to come 
here to Massachusetts and see what our Organization really is. I told 
those men they could depend on the allegiance of this organization com- 
posed of the Sons and grandsons of the Veterans, and promised them that 
Memorial Day would be kept sacred and that we would preserve the 
relics of the G. A. R. I had no need to do it because I believe the Grand 
Army of Massachusetts are almost one hundred percent loyal to you men, 
and this is shown by their action in making us their Legal Heirs and 
Successors. Now what are you going to do about it? That is what I 
want to know. What are we going to do about it? You all remember 
a few years ago at one of the National Encampments, a comrade came in 
to our Encampment and said, “The Grand Army have just voted to open 
their meeting to the Sons.” And you remember we all stood up and 
cheered and that our Order was going forward by leaps and bounds. But 
did it? No, you all know what happened. The Order kept right on 
slipping. I’ve even heard members of the Grand Army urging and ask- 
ing you to attend their meetings. Fill up the seats made vacant by their 
Comrades. Show an interest in their work. How many of you attend 
their meetings of the Grand Army? Not many of you. If you realized 
your position, I believe you would avail yourself of the great privilege 
and attend and sit in with the Comrades of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public in their meetings. Later when they passed the Resolution chang- 
ing the name of our organization, making us the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War, again we stood up and cheered and cheered and said, 
“We are the Sons of the Union Veterans.’ How much difference didit 
make to our organization? Didn’t make any. You know that. A 
name doesn’t make you. Now the Grand Army here in M 
have passed a Resolution making their Sons their legal hei 
cessors, and we all stand up and cheer and cheer. Next year the Divi- 
sion Commander will get up and say ‘500 men have left the Order’. 
What is your answer? You can’t make the Order by Laws or names. 
It’s got to come from inside you. Ever since I have been Commander- 
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-in-Chief I have been getting letters from men asking me to tell them what 
the matter is with the Order. They say the Order has gone to Hell and 
nothing is left. You men know that is not so. There is nothing the 
matter with the Order. The trouble with our organization today is 
right in you first. You and I believe in the organization. Some of you 
have got to get out and tell the eligibles that we are going to come 
through, and we are going to come up to the job. Come out to the meet- 
ings. If you have any red blood in you, go back and hold the fort, and 
hold it until the Grand Army at least are gone. Don’t throw up your 
hands and let a Camp of the Sons disband now, when the Grand Army 
are holding out their hands and saying, “We are giving you the heritage 
-and we want you to carry on.” I have believed in this organization and I 
-still believe in it. I have not seen such a fine looking group of men in 
our Encampment in many years as I see before me today. I have faith 
in the order. The only way we can help our organization to do things 
is by believing in it. Don’t keep saying to the other fellow e are this 
and We are that” do something. The other night they organized Phila- 
delphia Camp No. 200. 530 men assembled from different Camps. They 
-are going to endow the Post Hall, and raise an endowment fund of $50,000 
that it may be preserved perpetually. They charge an initiation fee of 
$25.00. Some of you fellows say five dollars is too much and we can’t 
get any members. But when a man pays $25 and we give him an initia- 
wisn that is dignified and worthy of our Order, and when a man realizes 
he is perpetuating and keeping a Grand Army Hall as a Memorial of his 
Fathers, he is going to stay in the Order. He is not going to quit. There 
18 something for you to think about. Our organization is going through 
a transformation period of some kind. I don’t know just what it is. 
Out of all our efforts there is coming something fine, something beautiful, 
grand that will be worthy of the Grand Army of the Republic. Let us 
carry on. (Applause.) 

Delegation arrive from Army Nurses and 8. of V. Auxiliary. 

Past Commander Hunt: Before you sit two of the survivors of the 
Army Nurses of Massachusetts. I am going to ask, Mr. Chairman, 
that they be allowed to remain sitting 

Sister Smith: I am delighted to come here and bring the greetings 
of the Amy Nurses. We can’t stay but a minute. Just to say “how do 
aa do” and “Goodbye”, We have been around and had quiteastrenuous 

lay, but I would not attend an Encampment without coming to look at 
your faces, because you are all my grandsons. Every one of you. I 
wish you all the Success that you can have. (A pplause.) 

Past Division Chaplain Bronsdon: Brothers of the Convention and 
Angels of Mercy. The love of men has always been in the Heart of God. 
Across the years of life and the centuries that have come and gone, woman 
has laid her hand of love upon the brow of man and put her heart next 
to his heart, and her soul is bowed in reverence and love, and mankind 
today is noble, beautiful, pure because of woman’s love. For what you 
gaye our fathers we thank you, and in that Eternal Court of God their 
outstretched hands will meet yours. In it you will feel the press of thier 

love for you. (Applause.) 
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Commander: Last but not least of our greetings is from our Aux- 
iliary. I believe I have got the best Greetings Committee from the 
Auxiliary that has ever been received in our Convention. At this time 
it gives me the greatest of pleasure to present the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, Sister Mabel Ham, Past Division President. 

Sister Ham: —Brothersof theSonsof Union Veterans: Our Division 
President gave me the happy privilege of coming here today with this 
Committee to bring you the greetings from your Auxiliary. As we left 
our Encampment room we noticed a very peculiar shade of green that 
pervaded the atmosphere. At first we didn’t recognize it, but it grew 
deeper and deeper as we went along and we knew that it was the green 
or navy blue that our sisters in our Encampment showed because they 
were not privileged to accompany this committee. We knew it well 
because many times we have helped to create that green atmosphere. I 
think this is the second or third time I have had the happy privilege of 
coming to you, and you knoyw it is an inspiration to any one of us who has 
that privilege and I just wish every one of the sisters of your Auxiliary 
could have the inspiration that we have as we come here and look into 
your faces. There really is no new message I can bring to you or any new 
words in which to express the old message. Our aims and ambitions are 
so similar, our work is so closely interwoven; we are like one big organi- 
zation, pledged to perpetuate the principles for which our fathers, the 
heroes of ’61-'65 fought. We can only say to you that we love and appre- 
ciate this splendid organization, that we stand solidly back of you in all 
the things that you do and I want to say to our Division Commander: 
I haven’t said what I feel yet. We want to stand back of you in every- 
thing. And we want you to know there is nothing, nothing too small or 
too great that you can ask of us that we would not willingly do for you 
and we are so happy to have found a small part in helping you to keep 
your place among the finest organizations of the country. We trust 
that in the years to come you are going to be even more successful than 
in the years gone by. You can be successful if you have the loyal support 
and co-operation of every member. Whether you hold an office or 
whether you are just an ordinary member, there is something each one 
of you can do for the development of your organization, 

Now Charlie, for your many courtesies and kindnesses to our Division 
President and to our Auxiliary, we wish to give you a small tangible token 
of our appreciation of our esteem and love for you, and as you look at 
this pure gold, know it is bright and shiny always, it will never tarnish; 
remember that your auxiliary’s love and appreciation for you and your 
splendid organization will always be bright and never tarnish. (A pplause.) 

Commander: Sister Mabel, one of the finest things of my admin- 
istration was the occasion that it gave me to meet with and serve with 
the members of your organization. I have served with Sister Grace, 
visited with her on many occasions, also with many of your other officers 
and always found them mighty fine workers in behalf of our respective 
organizations. Will you convey back to the members of your Encamp- 
ment my appreciation for this gift. 

Commander: Brothers, out in the western part of the state we have 
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some mighty fine members of the Auxiliary, and none better known or 
who has done more work or has typified what the organization stands for 
better than the next speaker, and it is the greatest pleasure I have to 
introduce to you Sister Molly Peasley of Westfield. 

Sister Peasley: Commander-in-Chief, Division Commander, and 
Brothers: This is my first visit to the Encampment of the Sons, and it 
certainly is a great pleasure to come to Charlie’s Encampment. Our own 
Emma was supposed to come here today, but owing to illness for the last 
forty-one weeks she has been unable to be with you today and in behalf 
of Emma Loomis and the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, I would like to 
present to the Sons this small check, and I know if Sister Loomis had been 
able to be around that check would have been a great deal better. Brother 
Charlie, on behalf of Sister Loomis, I extend to you her love and best 
wishes. (Applause.) 

Commander: Brothers, this check is for $130.00 (Cheers). You 
don’t know Sister Loomis, perhaps as well as we in the western part of 
the state do. She has been one of the greatest friends I ever had in the 
organization. Even while she is confined to her bed, she has been planning 
things for the advancement of the Sons and the Auxiliary. While she 
is not here today she has been ably represented by the staunchest friend 
she ever had in Sister Molly Peasley, and Molly won’t you when you go 
back say to Emma that I will be over to Westfield to see her next Monday, 
and also tell her that her Brothers of the Massachusetts Division, appre- 
ciates the efforts she has made in securing from her associates and aides this 
large sum of money. 

Commander: Brothers, next I have the pleasure to present to you 
one who comes from the good state of Pennsylvania, the National President 
of our Auxiliary, Sister Keene. 

Mrs. Keene, National President of the Auxiliary: Division Com- 
mander, Commander-in-Chief Dr. Homan, and Brothers in Convention 
assembled: I am more than proud to be able to come to you this Con- 
vention, and bring to you the greetings of the National Organization of 
the Auxiliary of the Sons of Union Veterans, and best wishes for a most 
happy and harmonious convention. I want to tell you, one and all, how 
very proud we are of you, and pledge anew to you our loyalty, and that 
at any time we can be of service to you, we will be most happy to serve. 
Wishing you all continued success in your work,—I thank you. 
(Applause.) 

Commander: During the year now closing, it has been my great 
pleasure to meet with the Division President, always willing to work 
for the interests of our organization, never failing if it were possible for 
her to attend to anything which we asked her to do. I take pleasure in 
presenting Sister Grace Howland, Division President. 

President Howland: Brother Charles, Brother Doctor, Comrade 
Foster and all Brothers here: I have brought such a wonderful committee 
with me, and asked to be the last one to speak on that committee, that 
now I feel that I don’t need to tire you very much. Your time is precious 
and you can only give a small portion of it to your Encampment, and I 
know every minute is two minutes with you. We are about done because 
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you see I have been just over the hill from you working the same way. 
They say money and a woman talk. I am doing the talking now but I 
am not going to talk very long. I am going to present this check which 
will do some talking later. We are going to assume our part of the re- 
sponsibility of paying the way of the delegates of the Grand Army of the 
Republic to the National Encampment at Dayton, Ohio, next summer. 
I understand the expense of these delegates will be between 
$900 and $1000. We, as your Auxiliary, would like to help you raise that 
sum. $1000 is a lot of money. And we feel that we will be a true Auxiliary 
to this wonderful organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, and also to assist our beloved Grand Army if we present this check 
to assist you in paying that bill which you are about to assume. (A pplause.) 

Commander: A check for $420.00 more. (Cheers.) Sister Grace, I 
know the delegates who have been elected from the Grand Army will 
appreciate what you have done towards paying their expenses to the 
National Encampment, and I know that our members appreciate your 
assistance and cooperation in this work. 

My Brothers, the next whom I have the honor of presenting to you 
is the Comrade who presented to the Encampment of the Grand Army 
the resolution designating our order as their legal heirs, Comrade and 
Brother Foster, Senior Vice Department Commander. 

Comrade Foster, Senior Vice Commander G. A. R.: (And a member 
of our own organization): I see a few old comrades. I want to say: My 
dear old comrades, and then I want to get right back to my boys and say: 
my dear brothers, because I have thought at times I was growing old, 
but when I come into this Convention and sort of sit here and listening, 
hear the speakers, and what they have done for us boys, it makes me feel 
that I am going away younger tonight than I have ever been before in 
many years. We have all taken upon us new life. Iam proud to be a Son 
of a Veteran. (Applause.) Iam proud that I have got a son that is a Son 
of a Veteran, and I wish I had a half a dozen more. So we have got to 
get along my son and I, but I have been proud during the last year of 
my brothers. Well, I am going to tell you a couple of years ago I began 
to feel a little discouraged and feel around to find out what the trouble 
was. I came in a dual capacity, and realized one thing, that our boys 
needed more encouragement from us old men. (Applause.) I went out 
and tried to imbue into the feelings of my old comrades that that day 
what our boys needed was more encouragement. And you don’t know, 
Billy Anderson, brother, you don’t know how much good it did me when 
you sent me that copy of resolution and asked me if I would introduce it, 
and if I felt that I could not, if I would return it immediately to you. 
I am going to say, brothers, I didn’t return it to him, and it was the 
happiest moment that I have had in years, to have the opportunity of 
putting that motion through. I am now trying my best among their 
organizations, to get them to understand more about these boys, and 
to make them pledge themselves that when we, the old Vets. are gone, 
they will be good to us younger boys. Why? Because I have said to them 
these Sons of Veterans were not military men. I said: ‘Get this into your 
heads: When we leave this life we believe that the proper ones that we 
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can trust to see that our graves are cared for are our sons and our daughters 
who have the blood ties in them.” (Applause.) As I ‘said to General 
Foley a few weeks ago, in discussing this question with him, I said, ‘‘Gen- 
eral Foley, you have got two sons, one of them now I guess, is old enough 
to become a Son of a Veteran. Why don’t you organize a camp? 

There are but a few years more left for us old fellows. Some day you 
will be as old as we are. Our boys are not going to carry a musket on 
Memorial Day, they are not going to make any display with arms, but 
they are going to march for the purpose of which the Grand Army really 
has said they will march, and that is, to see that our graves are properly 
attended to when we are gone, to see that there is that thought that shall 
be encouraged and built up in the American people for right things. 
There never was a time in our history when we need it more than we do 
right now. We need the boys today to encourage patriotism, we need 
the boys today to teach Americanism. You know almost anybody can 
be an American citizen. It don’t make any difference, if they will permit 
you to sign a paper you can be an American citizen, but what you want 
to know is, what kind of American citizens are you going to be? I heard 
a story the other day, possibly you have heard it. If not, it will bear 
telling over again. There was a man from Italy came over; he must 
‘have been what you call an Italian. We have lots of good and bad ones. 
This particular “Tony” had gotten out his first papers, and been advised 
to come in for the last papers. The Judge looked him over and says, 
“Tony, who is Mayor of Boston?” “I don’t know”. ‘Well, who is the 
Governor of the State of Massachusetts?” “I don’t know.” ‘Well, who 
is the President of the United States?” “I don’t know.” ‘Tony, how do 
you expect me to do anything for you if you can’t answer any of these 
questions?” “Judge, can I ask you a question?” “Yes.” “Can you tell 
me how many bananas there are in a bunch?” “No, I don’t think I can.” 
“That’s right. You don’t know my business. I don’t know yours.” 

Now, Sons what you want to do is to teach patriotism so that they 
will know what Americanism means. Because it means much, and it is 
going to mean so much more. So boys, go home from this convention 
and make renewed efforts. The old boys have given to you encourage- 
ment now, and you know where you stand in the hearts of your fathers 
and grandfathers. Go home and fight out the battles after the old boys 
are gone, because we have left and dedicated to you the privilege which 
we insist upon carrying out and if you have the blood in you to have this 
inheritance, which you all have I know, that will show itself and in time 
to come this country and God will look down from on high and say, 
“Bless the Sons of Veterans.” (A pplause.) 

Arrival of delegation from Daughters of Veterans. 

Commander: It is indeed a pleasure to present to you the National 
President of our sister organization, Sister Agnes McCoy, one of our own 
Massachusetts sisters. 

Sister Agnes McCoy: Brother Moran, Commander-in-Chief and all 
Brothers of this Encampment: I know that you are extremely busy and 
I don’t want at this time to intrude upon you for any length of time, but 
T could not, or, at least, I did not want to let your Convention go until 
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I brought to you the greetings of our National organization. For many 
years the Sons and Daughters stood loyally together. When I was Depart- 
ment President the Sons and Daughters stool loyally together. I want 
at this time to thank Dr. Homan for all that he has done for me so far. 
I think I am free in telling you if it had not been for him we might be 
sleeping on some cot in the park in Dayton next September. I think 
this Division is to be complimented on having Dr. Homan as their repre- 
sentative in the Commandery-in-Chief. There are other things I might 
say to you, but will not take any more of your time. (A pplause.) 

Commander: I now introduce to you Sister Hooper of Illinois. 

Sister Hooper: Brothers of the Sons: I come as a sort of Aide to 
our National President this year. There was one time, good friends 
and fellow officers when I was in office some years ago. It is a great 
pleasure. Last time I addressed the Sons it was at a National Conven- 
tion, and they had just elected one of our Illinois boys as Commander- 
in-Chief. So now you know just how long it has been I have been trying 
to talk to the boys. I bring you the greetings of the Illinois Division. 
Last Saturday night I had dinner with Dr. Holbrook. I bid you God- 
speed in your work, and hope we may all meet at Dayton. (Applause.) 

Commander: Next we will hear from Sister Chapin. 

Sister Chapin: Department Commander and Brothers: I am not 
going to take up any of your time, because I know that Brother Moran 
has to go on with the business of the meeting. It certainly has been a 

pleasure to me to come in here to as Sister McCoy this afternoon. 
It is my first time for attending a Sons’ meeting, although I have been very 
much interested in the Sons and the work of the Sons for a great many 
years, as my father is a member of the Sons and a Past Commander of 
Camp 3. I certainly wish for every one of the brothers of the convention 
the very best of good wishes and good luck for the next year. Thank you. 

The ladies were escorted from the convention. 

Commander: Moved by Brother Weiler that James E. Knox be 
elected by viva voice vote. (So ordered) 

Brother J. Emery Coulter: It is a great pleasure for me to present 
for nomination for office of Junior Vice Commander, Brother Maxwell of 
Camp 16, Taunton. He is a worker and I am honored by naming a 
worker. It is a pleasure because I recall the fine things done with him 
working for the Order. Now that is the thing we must do is to work. 
We had some good remarks yesterday from the National Chaplain. He 
put confidence in you boys when he said that you would “carry on”. 
We will show our confidence in him by carrying on. How are you going 
to carry on? Just two ways. Keep your membership in the order and 
work. You must work. That is all there is to that. I want just to 


-illustrate what is means to keep you membership in the Order. For five 


years I have been out of the State, residing west of here. The first two 
years I was away from you on Memorial Day. I was in Quebec. One 
year I was in Vermont. There was an organization of the Woman’s 
Relief Corps there. There were eleven Sons living in the town, but they 
had left the Order. It was my pleasure to conduct:-the service and deliver 


the Memorial Day address. Next two days I was in Huntington, Vt. 
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There I carried on the work of the World War veterans. I gave a Mem- 
orial Day address there. Brother Beckman (75): I have the honor of 
presenting to you Brother George Stratton for Junior Vice. He is 48 
years of age. He organized eight Camps and six auxiliaries, Camp Com- 
mander four times, served one term as Assistant Division Organizer, also 
one term as Division Organizer, five years department Commander and 
Aide-de-Camp on the General Staff Sons of Veterans Reserve, built up 
Camp 70 in two years from 15 members to 78 members, and hung both 
of those banners on the walls of that Camp. Organized Barnstable County 
Association, Past President Barnstable County Association. Delegate 
to this Convention I present to you, sir, George B. Stratton of Bourne, 
Camp 70. 

A Brother, (69): I have known George B. Stratton for many years. 
Always looking forward to the advancement of this Order. I second the 
motion. 

A Brother, (26): I name Fred Haynes for Junior Vice. 

Commander: Brother Haynes has been instrumental in putting 
thirty members into the Order in the last three quarters. 

Brother Atwood: It gives me great pleasure to present to this body 
the name of a brother who has been in the organization since 1898. John 
D. Morrison of Duxbury, for the Division Council. 

Brother Coombs, of Camp (80): It gives me great pleasure to nom- 
inate for the Council Frank L. Johnson of Camp 61, Cambridge. 

Brother Devine (6): I nominate George R. Beckman of Camp 75. 

Commander, Camp 9: I would like to place before the body the 
youngest Commander in the Division, Brother Francis A. Murphy of 
Camp 150. 

Brother Ward, (17): I nominate H. V. B. Smith of Eastondale 
Camp 118. 

Nominated for any office the election be by viva voice vote. 

(Two nominated for G. A. R. Trust Fund Commission, Fred E. Bol- 
ton and E. F. Atwood. Nominations closed.) 


AWARDING OF MEMBERSHIP BANNERS 


Commander: It is a pleasure for me to present the membership 
banner to the Camps who have, by their efforts, during the past year made 
the largest net gain in members. 

The Red Banner is awarded to Camp 26 of Taunton, with a net gain 
of 30 members. 

The White Banner goes to Camp 49 of Natick, with a net gain of 14. 

There is a three corner tie for the Blue Banner, Camps 87, 90 and 48 
each having a net gain of 10 members, and these three camps will have 
possesion of the Banner for a period of four months each in the order 
mentioned. 

Brother Stone: JI want to bring to your attention one matter that 
has been neglected. You have been promising to do something for the 
Grand Army of the Republic. For years the Grand Army have been 

been carrying on a noble work in the John A. Andrew Home. In order 
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to show them that we are willing to take from their shoulders the respon- 
sibility they have contributed to that Home, the Daughters have contri- 
buted $6000 to that Home in the last few years. What have we done? 
We haven't raised $1000 here. I move you that incoming Division Com- 
mander shall appoint a committee of five to carry on the work of raising 
money for the John A. Andrew Home. I wish to addto this motion that, 
$209 shall be appropriated by this Encampment and paid to the John A. 
Andrew Home. (Applause.) 

Secretary: I would like to ask Brother Stone how much his Camp 
appropriated this r for the John A. Andrew Home. 

Brother Stone: That question does not have any bearing upon the 
the subject. I don’t believe in raising issues in order to side-track any 
thing. We have had that Home in our minds. We have worked and 
sacrificed for it. My Camp has not contributed one cent. I want to 
tell you now if it hadn't been for the work of two or three Past Commanders 
it is doubtful if Camp 54 would be left. We are today out of debt and 
safe for the future believing some of the help we are going to get from the 
brains of this Division will put Camp 54 where it should be. I say that 
the brothers of this Division, the majority of them, would like to do some- 
thing constructive and give $200 out of this treasury, which is little enough. 
Talk about memorials to the G. A. R. Where is the brother here that 
does not agree with me? Stand up like a man. 

Secretary: The brother just quoted that we are not doing anything 
for the G. A. R. We have appropriated between $900 and $1000 so far 
today. The Chairman of the Dormitory Commission at the Soldiers 
Home is putting in a request for $100 or $200 for the Soldiers’ Home in 
Chelsea. I believe that is doing something. Regarding the John A. 
Andrew Home, if the Camps want to contribute to the Home, let them do 
it. But why take the Division money when we are spending it, as we are, 
almost $1200 to date in this Convention? We had a Sons’ Day two weeks 
ago for the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea. Let me ask how much co-opera- 
tion your Camp did for the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea, when I report 
that we collected $87. The John A. Andrew Home was originally intended, 
and is today, to be a Home for Comrades and their wives, so that they 
won’t be separated in their last remaining days. We understand from 
several Past Department Commanders of the Grand Army that there are 
eighteen widows in the home. I have heard several Past Department 
Commanders say that they know for a fact that there are about seventy 
widows in this Commonwealth that are in need of a home. If you have 
to remain on a waiting list to get in the John A. Andrew Home, what 
good is it if it only takes care of eighteen? The Woman’s Relief Corps 
are proposing a bill whereby a Home will be provided for every Grand 
Army man’s widow throughout the State. When that comes about, 
then let us contribute our money to that proposition. (A pplause.) 

Commander: A motion was made that the incoming Division Com- 
mander appoint a Committee of five to continue the work of raising money 
for the John A. Andrew Home, and that the appropriation of money left 
to the descretion of the incoming Division Council 

Brother Lutz: It was my pleasure to be on the John A. Andrew 
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Home staff serving with Brother Stone, and I would like to call your 
attention to one fact that has been overlooked here; that is the charter 
of the Home which provides, I think for members of all the allied Orders 
and as in the former past few years you will contribute the sum of $200.. 
It is a constructive work and I believe ought to be carried on. 

Brother Wolff: This proposition may have merit and it may not,. 
but I believe, Commander and brothers, that the method by which this 
has been introduced is entirely improper. It is really a resolution and 
should have been introduced earlier at this convention. Therefore at 
this time I make the point of order that this is a matter that should be 
referred to the Committee on Resolutions for report at this Convention. 

(Duly seconded by Brother Lutz and it was so voted.) 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


At 4.30 p.m. balloting for Division Officers commenced. The report 
of the tellers showing no choice in the election of the Division Commander 
and the Junior Vice Division Commander was as follows: 

Division Commander:—R. L. Smith, 126; N. B. Austin, 53; W.E 
Choate, 89; J. P. Skehan, 74; C. M. Appleton, 53. 

Junior Vice Commander—F. C. Haynes, 84; C. F. Maxwell, 104; 
G. B. Stratton, 136. 

After the announcement of the vote, Brother C. M. Appleton with- 
drew his name and requested his friends to vote for J. P. Shekan. 

The result of the second ballot was as follows: 

Division Commander—R. L. Smith, 52; N. B. Austin, 28; W. E. 
Choate 49; J. P. Skehan, 60. 

Junior Vice Commander—F. C. Haynes, 28; C. F. Maxwell, 76; 
G. B. Stratton, 83. 

After the announcement of the second ballot the Division Commander 
announced that as Lorimer Hall was rented for the evening, it was neces- 
Sary for us to adjourn to one of the other halls in the building. 
off At 6 p.m. we reconvened in Gilbert Hall to continue the balloting for 

cers. } 

Before the third ballot was taken Brother Austin withdrew from the 
contest in favor of Brother Skehan, and Brother Smith withdrew in favor 
of Brother Choate. Brother Haynes withdrew from the contest for 
Junior Vice. 

While we were waiting for the report of the tellers on the third ballot 
48 voted that all presentations be made to save time. 

Division Secretary Anderson requested that Past Division Com- 
mander Moran of the New York Division present the Past Division Com- 
mander’s badge to the retiring Commander. 

h P. D. C. Moran of N. Y.: The duty that devolves upon me at this 
time is a most peculiar one. Never in the history of our Order has there 
been a father and a son presiding as Commander and Past Commander. 
You will never recollect a thing of that kind. But there are times in our 
lives when we feel most grateful for all ties. Possibly at this time there 
nothing that could be given to a Division Commander that he would 
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appreciate more than the Silver Cross. As ye sow ye shall reap and for 
nineteen years your Commander has been sowing, on fertile ground. 
He has worked long and faithfully. All that time he has worked for the 
G. A. R. He has worked faithfully for the Massachusetts Division and 
the honors that have come to him tonight are those that are warranted 
for good and faithful service. I am sure that when I received the silver 
cross from my Division I felt I had been fully repaid for the many sacrifices 
I had made. When a man accepts the office of Division Commander, 
it is not for self-aggrandisement. He has to make sacrifices. 

Have you ever thought of the sacrifices made by Past Commander- 
in-Chief Bolton, who toured this Division with his trooper composed 
mainly of Past Division Commanders, whose one thought was to make 
this leading Division of the order, and to this loyal body of men, Com- 
mander Moran you are about to join, where there are no shirkers. All 
are workers. No Division in the order should feel more grateful to its 
Past Division Commanders than Massachusetts. (Applause.) 

Commander: I assure you brothers to permit my father to pin this. 
badge on me is something I shall always remember. As he says, the 
Past Division Commanders of Massachusetts have always been a working. 
force, for our Order. They are not like some; those who are members. 
of the organization on Convention day only. We don’t have that kind 
of Past Division Commanders in Massachusetts, and I assure you brothers. 
it will be my earnest endeavor to show you by my work in the future that 
I was, worthy of being your Commander this year. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton: Brother Moran: Somebody 
said if there were any presents to be given, let them be given now. I 
have enjoyed your acquaintance for agoodmany years. I have enjoyed 
the acquaintance of your father before I ever knew anything about you. 
He comes from New York. It was said sometime in the convention 
“Money talks’. You have no doubt worn out several pairs of shoes and’ 
four or five suits of clothes during the year. We want to put this token in. 
your hand and wish you luck for all time. 

Commander: Brother Bolton and members of the Massachusetts 
Division: I am deeply grateful for this gift; but no gift that can be given 
to a member of the Massachusetts Division is half as great as being able 
to receive the Past Division Commander’s badge of the Order. Money is 
not to be despised, but the memento of receiving this badge; of the 
associations made and friendships formed is even greater to me than 
money. I wish to thank you brothers who have given this purse, for 
its contents. (Applause.) 

District Commander Ned. H. White on behalf of his District presented 
the Division Commander with a ten dollar gold piece. 

The result of the third ballot was announced as follows: 

*Elected. 


Division Commander 


*W. E. Choate—97 
J. P. Skehan—66 
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Junior Vice Commander 
C. F. Maxwell—74 
*G. B. Stratton—84 


The full report of the tellers was as follows: 
*Elected. 


For Commander 


I 
JR. The Shattdh (0), ons 126 
N. B. Austin (14). 53 


“Wo 1s Chenti@(@). ocd. Bose ee eee 89 
J. P. Skehan (16).. Si 74 
COMEPADpleton (30)... 2..- 6-22 e cece ee eee 53 


Senior Vice Commander 
*J. E. Knox (15) 


Junior Vice Commander 
HAC ipHaynes|(OG) eas. ..2- 4c ce-+s22s ee 84 
C. F. Maxwell (16) 
*G. B. Stratton (70) 


Division Council 
PAN Murphys (108) o)-c724 5s sas es sisee sees 
ae H. Johnson (58). . 
BL V. B. Smith (118) 

J. D. Morrison (115) 

F. F. Johnson (61).. 

*G. R. Beckman (75) 


Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission 
*F. V. Bell (79) 


G. A.R. Trust Fund 
“i ISS ian(C)), 2) wees LBA 
BB AtWO0d (69)... 4.00.0. .220ccee eee e ens 142 
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*W. H. Payne (84)... 

*F. P. Hawes (85)... 
*W. T. McDonald (67)... 
*C. H. Sherman (44)... 
*C. H. Richardson (52) 
*C. A. White (48)... 
*J. E. Knox (15).... 
*R. A. Hicks (14) 


2 3 
52 

28 

49 97 
60 66 
Unanimous 
28 

76 74 
83 84 
Unanimous 


PENG EL: WIRIEG! acex 50, svateve sient mtsanens oral sqslecstana oeimenes 190 
*G, E. Whitney (53). 
*A. J. Smith (78) 
*N. E, Giles (6)... 


*G. T. Fuller (150).. 183 
*W..O. Stockford. (80). 0... 0. ec ee cece cw ene nee 166 
#h A; Smith (6) os oe oe ae een tice meee 159 
J. E. Shine (15) me aD. 
BiG: Ross (B)ic sys ne sy gaat eee cae ene ete ie 135 
W. B. Scott (9) 108 
G. R. Beckman (75) a .. 142 
IB; Di Sayles: G150),. 2-5 stuce seucieiels reeset ae 1 
BS WS Davis (OQ) esic ach wise eiieiavsre sheareveevayeuetarere 5 
F. McCarthy (6).... am 48 
Choaten(Gjins wae Seeeeeecee 2 
W. P. Hanners (6) 3 


At 7.40 p.m, the convention adjourned to Division Headquarters for 
installation of officers, where the elected officers of the Division were 


installed by Past Division Commander W. L. Anderson. 


Division Commander W. E. Choate was not ready to announce any 


of the appointed officers. 
The Encampment finally closed at 8.20 p.m. 


Report of Credential Committee 


ENCAMPMENT ATTENDANCE 
Past Commanders-in-Chief 


J. B. Maceabe 
F. E. Bolton 
H. D. Sisson 


Past Division Commanders 


C. F. Sargent Guy Richardson 

L. C. Couch Rey. A. A. Bronsdon 
E. H. Lynds Dr. E. W. Homan 

J. H. Wentworth F. V. Bell 

J. T. Wellington F. E. Upham 

F, L. Kirchgassner W. L. Anderson 

H. H. Hale E. F. Atwood 

G. W. Knowlton H. F. Weiler 


Division Officers 
Commander, C. H. E. Moran, Jr. 
S. V. Commander, Arthur C. Drew 
J. V. Commander, Walter G. Burgess 
Charles M. Appleton 
Council, Edward H. Nutting 
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Patriotic instructor, Robert R. Stephenson 
Publicity Secretary, W. H. Libbey 


Organizer, G. B. Stratton 
Chaplain, Edgar Bruce Price 
Camp Commanders 
Camp Camp 
2 Clyde A. Elliott 48 Levi C. Dayton 
4 Charles E. Burt 50 Lewis L. Wade 
5 Gilbert E. Rich 51 Frederick P. Davis 
6 Hammond H. Homan 52 Harrison C. Richardson 
9 Edward D. Pike 58 W. J. O’Connell 
12 Henry S. Souther 60 Napoleon Allair 
14 Charles B, Carruth 61 Frank F. Johnson 
16 George Allen > 62 W. L. Greene 
24 Charles B. Corliss 72 Everett W. Lendall 
26 Frederick Haynes 75 Ralph Buck 
28 William F. Lawrence 77 Fred W. Donahue 
80 Charles W. Whittemore 78 Harry D. Hall 
35 Walter B. Smith 79 J. Ralph Hebblethwaite 
44 Clarence H. Sherman 81 Joseph A. Finn 
46 Fred D. Chaplin 84 George F. Sawyer 
86 W. C. Burgess 111 Charles G. Kibbee 
87 Albert Goodrow 113 William D. Grant 
88 George W. Duffey 116 Rev. Scott C. Seigle 
89 E. M. Richardson 121 Albert H. Irish 
95 F. H. Stoddard 127 Herbert W. West 
96 C. G. Kelley 129 George W. Lee 
98 A. A. Perkins 132 . Frank E. Barrows 
100 IL, Josselyn 133. Roy W. Inman 
101 W. 8S. Randall 142 Samuel Charleworth 
102 BE. F. Lawrence 145 J. H. Wilkinson 
103 Albert Elwell 150 A. C. Drew 
106 F. A. Murphy 156 J. A. Powell 
Past Commanders 
1 J. A. Metcalf 7 Lewis A. Coleman 
G. M. Colby John Buckley 
©. T. H. Woodall 9 W.F. More 
E. A. Cross W. B. Scott 
3 Fred E. Warren George A. Ray 
J. E. Wilcox C. E. Brown 
4 D.G. Brown 11 R. R. Stephenson 
H. E. Morrison 12 Arthur L. Whiton 
George F. Sampson 13 C.E. Taylor 
W. E. Finney 14 Newell B. Austin 
5 George A. Derby John A. Good 
W. L. Walcott 


C. A. Montgomery 
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28 
30 


46 


_E. 
. H. Crocker 
L. Merrill 


William E. Choate 
Noland E. Giles 
William P. Hanners 
Joseph P. Devine 
John A. Stone 
Harvey L. Silver 
Edward H. Dalton 
Alvah M. Levy 


W. H. Rice 

George T. Duckworth 
George H. Carpenter 
F. P. Hawes 

William H. Delano 
Ernest Smith 

L. A. Brown 

M. A. Hubbard 

E. E. Sawyer 

A. E. Bryant 

F. P. Waugh 

B. W. Ham 

Thomas O. D. Urquhart 
J. J. Hurley 

E. G. Goodman 

P. G. Bolster 

F.C. Way 
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Camp 


15 


16 


al 


72 


J. L. Hill 
J. E. Knox 
Albert A. Gove 
Lester W. Cox 
W. L. Burt 
John J. Lynch 
John G. Estey 
Charles L. Maxwell 
Joseph P. Skehan 
Howard L. Shaw 
William P. Larch 
William J. Prince 
Charles E. Story 
B. C. Cook 
Charles C. Hall 
A. Chester Dike 
W. T. Darling 
Frank I. Mullett 
W. W. Tillson 
W. B. Olcott 
M. Thomas Mullen 
George E. Richardson: 
William H. Johnson 
Fred B. Holder 
Frank N. Cox 

A. Moran 

. C. Leutz 


R. Atwood 
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Frank Whitcomb 
F. J. Proctor 

G. E. Proctor 
Aseph Higgins 
C. G. Plummer 
W. H. Hoffman 
J. B. Farrell 

E. E. Leavitt 
Charles Bradlee 
A. P. Snow 


Canp 


48 
50 


51 


52 


C. J. Bolster 
Chester A. White 
E. W. Howland 
A. B. Howland 
William F. Osborne 
F. G. Rhodes 
J. A. Phillips 
A. P. Stoddard 
E. H. Nutting 
Charles A. Nutting 
C. L. Houghton 
C. H. Richardson 

- H. Adams 


T. P. Prentice 
Charles Carter 
George Nickerson 
H. M. Litchfield 
Charles Carter 
George Nickerson 
H. M. Litchfield 
G. Parsons 
W. T. Tisdale 
J. G. Wolff 
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- H. Jewett 

- F. Smith 

- R. Crowther 
- M. Brigham 
. L. Parker 

- McGrath 
- Achorn 

- Estabrook 
Hatch 
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80 


81 


84 


106 
109 
118 
121 
127 
129 
132 
133 
139 
145 
145 
147 


148 
149 


156 


158 


A. B. Bowley 
F. P. Scott 

A. Kimball 

S. A. Pickering 
Loren Smith 
A. F. Adams 
Louis Finger 
L. H. Palmer 
5. J. Warren 
H. E. Haven 
G. H. Hill 

I. L. Corthell 
F. M. Bancroft 
C. L. Coombs 
L. Winchell, Sr. 
G. F. Brady 
R. L. Smith 

C. W. Payne 
W. L. Hickey 
W. H. Payne 
W. D. Barber 


. Bennett 
. H. Kimball 
. Weeks 
. Holmes 
7 W. Peckham 
. J. E. Coulter 
. Crocker 
. Crocker 
ee Parsons 
. E. Byrnes 
E. Clark 
. C. Staples 
L. Loring 
Maynard 
W. Floyd 
A. Foster 
W. Baker 
H. Pierce 
_H. Washington 
. F. Powell 
. R. Pratt 
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Camp 


115 
118 


J. D. Morrison 
T. H. A. Hewitt 


Camp 
1 Charles F. Curry 


3 
4 


25 


26 


28 
30 


31 


33 


34 


35 


36 


37 


44 


45 
46 


J. I. Wheeler 

D. E. Lincoln 

L. J. Houde 
Elmer Cook 
Harry Sampson 
F, A. Brown 

R. E. Nourse 

I. F. Benjamin 

IF. E. Chapman 
Oris Manuel 

John L. Hanners 
William Benjamin 
Florence McCarthy 
David Manuel 
Charles H. Homan 
Melvin G. Lamb 
W. E. Prouty 

I. H. Howlett 

E. O. Stone 

H. G. Sumner 
Frederick Lovely 
Leon Whipple 
Edgar Bruce Price 
R. L. Thomas 

J. A. Shelhamer 
H. B. Fowle 

A. F. A. G. Libby 
Arthur Commett 
A. H. Gould 

A. R. Bacon 

H. W. Pheland 
Perey Gay 

Alton R. Hunt 
Alfred W. Files 
H. S. Cummings 
F. E. Lewis 
Ashley E. Bryant 
Walter R. Furrowes 
Herbert E. Bryant 
R. Furrows 

F. L. Rhodes 


Delegates 
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Camp 


161 


J. E. Hooker 


Camp 


8 
9 


78 


Frank Gowdy 

L. 8. Whitcomb 

F. H. Crandall 

E. W. Bates 

F. G. Penniman 

R. E. Pooler 
Thomas F. O'Malley 
Joseph B. Doyle 
Robert A. Hicks 
Harold P. Shepardson 
Oliver B. Rohrbach 
Henry F. Munson 
Arthur Estey 

G. Makepiece 

J. A. Bartlett 

A. J. McGrath 
Fred Keith 

Lloyd Smith 
Phileas Dominghue 
J. Gage 

C. E. Cross 

A. H. Tracy 
George Beckman 
Horace Bartlett 
Rey. H. W. Kimball * 
George Gallagher 
George Boynton 
Alex Smith 

H. L. Bosworth 

C. W. Lewis 
Jeremiah Norris 

W. L. Delano 
Monroe Snow 
Edward Hyland 

E. Larrabee 

T. Libby 

Wilson Burleigh 

W. J. Monahan 
Stephen Andrews 
Wallace F. Jordon 
Eugene P. Lawrence 
W. E. Stoddard 


‘Camp 


66 


O. L. Ludwig 

F. M. Crittenden 
H. Stackpole 
Horace Langley 
George A. Smith 
George L. Cole 
Ernest Foley 
George W. Frye 

A. A. Upton 

Lester Wood 
Herbert H. Marshall 
E. W. Powell 
Osborne R. McKeraghan 
C. L. Reynolds 
Cameron Nercer 
Benjamin Hildreth 
William A. Sill 
Charles H. Prescott 
Alburn J. W. Smith 
Chester L. Fish 


‘Camp 


148 
150 


G. Viele 
H. D. Sayles 
J. William Webber 


‘Camp 


1 
6 


J. A. Harrison 
Lewis Fiske 

Roland Choate 
William H. Howard 
Howard A. Coolidge 
Peter P. Durnan 
John Shine 

T. F, Larkin 

P. F. Hatch 
Sherman. 
H. O. Kelley 

W. Wilson 

Allen B. Howland 
Joseph E. Locke 
J. E. Sutherland 
Joseph F. Cox 


Camp 


96 


H. W. Phillips 


101 Willard Gates 
Gordon Humphrey 
102 Ephari Davis 
105 Arthur .L Smith 
106 F. A. Brown, Jr. 
108 Willard Mosher 
Raymond Young 
109 George W. Richards 
John E. Thompson 
Fred M. Cobb 
113 Max Eninger 
115 Harvey Reynolds 
William Myrick 
118 Clinton D. Slocomb 
124 L. Leroy 
129 Spencer S. Hayes 
Ernest Lambert 
145 James Luby 
147 Stanley Bailey 
Camp 
150 Frank Parker 
158 C. A. Miller 
Alternates 
Camp 
67 Victor Rochefort 
69 William Jones, Jr. 
70 C. A. Eldredge 
74 A. E. Leavitt 
79 C.F. Barter 
81 A. W. Simington 
H. W. Herrick 
88 J. Morris 
113° «=F. A. Merrill 
115 J. W. Myrick 
116 Clement H. C. Gibson 
Rev. John E. Berry 
124 HE. Barrett 
129 Charles H. Morrill 
150 William Miller 
161 W. P. Wilbur 
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Special Encampment 


Massachusetts Division 
CHIPMAN HALL, BOSTON, MASS. 


September 18, 1926 


The Special Encampment was called to order at 2 p.m. by Division 
Commander C. H. E. Moran, Jr. 

Passwords were taken by Division Organizer G. B. Stratton and 
Assistant Division Organizer C. A. White. 

Roll Call of Officers by Division Secretary. 

Commander: The Division Chaplain will offer prayer. 

Rev. E. Bruce Price, Division Chaplain: ‘Almighty God, beneath 
whose guiding hand our fathers of old were directed to this land of infinite 
resources and vast hopes, whose wisdom and counsels have directed the 
conduct of all the succeeding generations down to this present time. We 
invoke Thy blessing upon us as we gather here in this special session today. 
We give Thee thanks for the preservation of our lives since we met together 
afew months ago. Today, as we gather here in this assembly, we cherish 
the holy memories of those who gave themselves with unconditional 
surrender to the propagation and perpetuation of those principles and 
virtues upon which our nation was founded and for which it has been 
standing through all its history. As our thoughts turn to those who gave 
themselves even to the supreme sacrifice, we think also of the Comrades 
who abide with us unto this day, especially those of the 60’s, whose numbers 
are rapidly being depleted with each setting sun. We pray for those who 
yet abide in the flesh, for their widows and for their families, and in our 
thought and in our prayer we gather up within the embrace of our love 
the widows of those who gave their lives. We pray also, our Father, 
for Thy blessing upon the Encampment which shall convene so soon 
in the distant city. We pray that Thy blessing may be upon all who go, 
especially the old soldiers and those men and women who may go as their 
friends and associates, and escorts. We pray for the comrades and 
brethren of our own Order that in all their deliberations they may be 
guided with wisdom from above, which is filled with mercy and all good 
virtues. We pray for our own State Division Commander and for the 
officers associated with him. May they all feel that Thou art around and 
about them, as they conduct the affairs of our Division and grant that 
the hearts of all wherever they may be today, may turn to Thee as the 
Source of all Good, as the Ever Present though Unseen Friend. May the 
benediction of Thy Presence be with us today and Thy Peace upon us as 
we shall take our way to our homes and to the tasks that await us. These 
things we ask in the name of Him who is our Lord and Master, even 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son,—Amen. 

Division Commander read the following statement: 

Brothers of the Massachusetts Division: 

To consider the condition of the Division, I called a meeting of the 

various Division Officers and Past Division Commanders to meet with 
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me at Headquarters early in August, and during the course of that meeting, 
a motion was made by Charles M. Appleton and seconded by R. L. 
Smith, both members of the Division Council, that the Division Comes 
mander be requested to call a.Special Division Encampment. Therefore, 
believing that an emergency exists, and with the concurrence of the 
D vision Council, as provided by our By-Laws, I have called this Encamp- 
ment for the following purposes: 

1—To consider the reason of, and the remedy for, recent losses in 

membership. 

2—To discuss and adopt a uniform and workable plan for building up 

membership. 

3—To act on recommendation of the Committee on Surveys, as 

offered in the August Banner. 

The loss in membership for some time past has been very discouraging. 
For both the March and June quarters we show a big loss, and unless 
something is done to eliminate this loss, and again build up the Division, 
the future does not appear bright. 

A campaign for new members is necessary; a campaign that will be 
different from the drives of previous years; one that will interest the 
class of eligibles who would make permanent members of this organization. 
I would therefore recommend a state wide membership drive. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SURVEY 


You have all no doubt read the report of the committee on survey, 
as published in the August Banner, its provisions should be familiar to 
you, as its recommendations are about the most radical ever presented 
mMour Order, Let me draw your attention to its most salient features. 

1—Its provision that the officers of- the commandery-in-chief shail 
consist of, Commander-in-chief, Vice Commander-in-Chief, National 
Secretary, National Treasurer, National Chaplain and National Counselor, 

2—Providing that the officers of a Division shall be, Division Com- 
Mander, Vice Division Commander, Division Secretary, Division Treasurer 
and Division Chaplain. 

3—Eliminating password and countersign, and making a receipt 
for dues the only qualification necessary to attend meetings. 
in _4—That the Camps pay to the Division $1.00 on each new member 
initiated, 50c to go to the Commandery-in-Chief. 

5—That the minimum charter membership of a new camp be 30, 
and the minimum charter fee be $5.00, also that the minimum initiation 
fee be $5.00, 

PERTAINING TO THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATIONS 

For some time past the officers of the Commandery-in-chief have 
been chosen, not because of service rendered to the order; not because 
their Divisions may have shown great activities in the interest of the 
organization, but simply because they were ‘rubber stamps” and would 
not interfere with the conditions that has kept the order in its present rut. 

What officers they eliminate in the National Body is of little concern 
to us, but we do object, most strenuously to the elimination of any of the 
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officers of our Division, we know that we do not have any office in th 
Massachusetts Division that is not essential. Why should we be told 
that there is no need of a Division Patriotic Instructor, Inspector, Organ- 
izer, Counselor, or Publicity Secretary. Do we not know the conditions 
in this Division, better than the members of the National Body, the 
majority of whom have dropped out of the active camp work of their 
respective camps. We should show the Commandery-in-chief by reso- 
lution or by other means that we do not look with favor to the elimination 
of any officer of this Division. 

Could there be anything more absurd than the cutting out of the 
password and countersign? We might as well leave the doors of our 
camp room open and permit anyone who would like to come in, do so 
whether members or not. It would be just as sensible as the dropping 
of the password and countersign. 

We read in their report that their recommendations are to cut down 
the expenses of the organization, if that is their purpose why do they 
want to penalize the camps that are active by assessing them $1.00 for 
every new member initiated? Why and for what purpose, does the 
commandery-in-chief require this additional revenue? We should cer- 
tainly oppose this recommendation. 

While in some cases a minimum charter list of thirty should be 
required, there are cases where such a restriction would work a detriment 
to the order. There are communities where such restrictions would not 
permit a camp to be organized owing to the size of the community. I 
believe that this question as well as that of minimum charter fee, and 
initiation fee should be left to the Division, as they are better able to 
understand the local conditions. 

We may as well at this time endeavor to figure of what use the Com- 
mander-in-chief is to the order. The coming National Encampment 
is the 45th annual; for 45 years this National talk fest has been held; 
for 45 years they have been experimenting, and after all their experiments 
they cannot show anything of a permanent nature. Nothing constructive 
has ever eminated from their meetings. This Division has paid in per 
capita tax during the past ten years over $30,000, and what have we 
received in return. True, we get the Banner, but that is all. 

Commander: The following committees are appointed: 

Credentials:—W. L. Anderson, P. D. C.; N. B. Austin (14); W. W. 
Peckham (133); G. E. Whitney (53); D. K. Colgate (66). 

Resolutions: F. V. Bell, P. D. C.; Albert Wolfe (89); J. E. Knox (15). 

Cc. R. & RJ. T. Wellington, P. D. C.; P. G. Bolster (46); Guy 
Richardson, P. D. C. 

Press: W. H. Libby (127); Harold M. Drown (30); W. L. Anderson, 
P.D.C. 

Rituals: C. A. White (48); W. P. Larch (17). 


Commander: Division Secretary, you will read whatever com- 
munications or resolutions you have received. 
The Division Secretary read the following: 
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Charles H. E. Moran, Jr. September 16, 1926 
Division Commander §. U. V. C. W. 

88 Tremont Street, Boston. 

Dear Commander: 

Owing to arrangements made previously to the announcement of 
the Special Division Encampment, I shall be unable to be present at the 
session on Saturday. 

Therefore I regret to have to ask you to name some other Brother 
to head the committee on C.R. & R. 

But I do want you to know that I am keenly interested in all matters 
pertaining to the welfare, present and future, of our Order. 

It strikes me that the future of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War will depend very much on the service our membership can 
render to the towns, cities and states in which we may be situated, and 
especially so when the Grand Army of the Republic has ceased to exist. 

And along that line, I beg to remind you that at the Division Encamp- 
ment of 1921, after conferring with certain leaders in the Order who 
seemed to entertain the same concern, I introduced a resolution which 
was unanimously adopted, calling for an investigation of the situation 
as to newly arrived immigrants and the efforts then being made to Ameri- 
eanize them. A committee was then appointed consisting of Brothers 
George E. Hunt, Rev. Edwin B. Dolan, Guy Richardson, Frederic V. 
Bell and myself, to conduct such an investigation. 

Further, let me remind you that at the 1922 Encampment this com- 
aittee reported, in substance that, Director Thayer of the Massachusetts 
Division of Immigration and Americanization had informed the committee 
that she desired our Order’s cooperation in the State’s efforts in certain 
cities and towns to introduce these prospective Americans into American 
life. This she stated, could be done by the Camps in these cities and 
towns, holding social gatherings which, besides entertaining the new- 
comers would acquaint them with the great facts of our history and 
impress them with the value of citizenship. Thus, she said, these strangers 
would be enabled to wear off their shyness and aloofness and would grow 
into good citizens. 

The Encampment last mentioned unanimously adopted the com- 
mittee’s report which contained two specific recommendations which it 
would suggest that you refer to for further information. 

Now despite this adoption without a dissenting vote I have failed 
to hear of any further progress having since been made along the line 
above outlined. 

Nevertheless I still believe the cause of Americanization is the biggest 
of the unfinished tasks of which Lincoln spoke in his immortal Gettysburg 
address. I firmly believe that in Americanization lies the one big chance 
our Order has to become a great patriotic force. 

b A high official of our State has told us that she would welcome our 
cooperation in this tremendously important service. . 
| Learnestly hope this Division will not overlook this greatly significant 
opportunity when considering at its Saturday session the ways and means 
.of its becoming stronger and greater. 

Cordially yours, H. HARDING HALE 
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Headquarters William F. Barry Camp No. 79, 
Division of Massachusetts, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil Wat 
Memorial Building, Melrose 
September 15, 1926 
Division Commander and Members of the Special Encampment of the 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War:— 


In view of the action proposed to be taken at the Special Division 
Encampment, upon the report of the Committee on Survey, we wish to 
offer the following for your consideration: 

Ist. We are opposed to the abolition of the password and counter- 
sign. We would, however, be favorable to the use of a password: only, 
and the right to attend meetings to be determined by the local Camp. 

2md. In the event that it should be decided that no password or 
countersign should be required, a member without a receipt for dues for 
the current quarter may remain in the meeting by permission of the Camp. 

3rd. The report of the Camp Chaplain should be made immediately 
after May 30th, as at present. 

4th. The Camp Patriotic Instructor should make a report annually, 
but the present blank should be revised. 

5th. Weare opposed to the membership fee, as proposed. 

6th. We believe that the amount of the initiation fee should be 
fixed solely by the Camp. 

PERCY G. TYLER, 
Attest: Commander 
HARTLEY L. BOSWORTH, 
Secretary 
To the Officers and Members of the Special Division Encampment, Massa- 
chusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A.:— 
A Resolution 

WHEREAS, the National Encampment at Grand Rapids, Mich., 
by a certain vote, presumed to change the name of the Order to the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and 
WHEREAS, our Constitution prescribes certain methods by which 
amendments to said Constitution may be made, none of which were 
complied with in bringing about the above vote, and 
WHEREAS, we realize that the new designation was the choice of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and 
WHEREAS the proposed change could have been brought about in a 
legal manner to the complete satisfaction of our Parent Order, and 
WHEREAS, the above action has resulted in chaos in the matter of 
records, bank accounts, etc., 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Massachusetts Division protest against 
the further use of the so-called new name for the Order, until such time as 
the change, or a change, is enacted in a legal manner and in accordance 
with the provisions of the Constitution. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ARTHUR C. DREW, S. V. Comm. Mass. Div. 

GEORGE B. STRATTON, Div. Organizer 

JAMES P. SKEEHAN, Past Commander 
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September 18, 1926 
To the Officers and Members of tye Special Encapmment of the Massachusetts 
Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 

A Resolution— 
WHEREAS, the Committee on Survey recommend, that in the interest 
of economy, certain officers in the Division be eliminated, and 
WHEREAS, we regard this as an unwarranted interference with the 
best interests of this Division, and 
WHEREAS, Officers of this Division, elected or appointed for merit 
alone, are not an expense, but an asset, therefore 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts Division is absolutely 
opposed to the recommended change, and be it further resolved, that a 
copy of this resolution be sent to the National Encampment at Des 
Moines, and that our delegates be instructed to vote against the proposed 
changes in Division Officers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ARTHUR C. DREW, 8. V. Comm. Mass. Div. 

GEORGE B. STRATTON, Division Organizer 

JAMES P. SKEEHAN, Past Commander 


September 18, 1926 
To the Officers and Memhers of the Special Encampment of the Massachusetts: 
Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
A Resolution— 
WHEREAS the Committee on Survey recommend that the minimum 
charter membership of new Camps be fixed at thirty, that a minimum 
charter fee be fixed at $5.00 and that a minimum initiation fee be fixed 
at $5.00 for new members in Camps, and 
WHEREAS we believe that the first provision would make it impossible 
M certain rural communities to have a Camp to carry on after the one or 
two or three remaining members of the G. A. R. have passed on and 
WHEREAS we believe that charter membership fees and initiation fees 
in most Camps have been too low, but that matters of this kind cannot 
be legislated by a National Organization, but must be governed by local 
conditions, and 
WHEREAS we believe that matters of this kind should be the subject of 
education by local and Division Officers, and 
WHEREAS a previous law of this kind in the Order, fixing initiation fees, 
Was not only openly flouted by the Camps, but proved to be an utter 
failure, 
BE IT RESOLVED that this Division is opposed to any National Legis- 
lation in these matters, believing them to be only a part of the general 
scheme to increase the income of the Commandery-in-Chief, and that our 
delegates be instructed to work and vote against any such patent holdup 
of this Division and its Camps. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent 
to the National Encampment at Des Moines. 
Respectfully submitted, 
‘ARTHUR C. DREW, S. V. Comm. Mass. Div. 
GEORGE B. STRATTON, Div. Organizer 
JAMES P. SKEEHAN, Past Commander 
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September 18, 1926 
To the Officers and Delegates, Special Encampment, Massachusetts Division, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War:— 

At the regular meeting of L. A. Tifft No. 15 held on September 8, 
1926, the following resolution was unanimously adopted with instructions 
that it be sent to the Special Division Encampment, to be held September 
18, 1926: 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that L. A. Tifft Camp No. 15 place 
itself on record as favoring the rejection of all the recommendations of 
the Committee on Survey as they appeared in the Banner for August 
1926 as we feel they would be detrimental to our Order. 

Signed for the Camp by 
GEORGE A. ADAMS, Secretary 
September 18, 1926 
To the Officers and Members of the Special Encampment of the Massachusetts 
Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A.: 
A Resolution— 
WHEREAS, the Committee on Survey recommend, that in the interests 
of economy, certain offices in the Commandery-in-Chief be discontinued, 
and 
WHEREAS, it is our belief that a wide distribution of offices, if only of 
an honorary character, makes for greater activity in the Order in localities 
so honored, 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts Division is opposed to such 
discontinuance of offices, but in the interests of economy, and in line with 
the recommendation in that respect, believe that beginning with the 
National Encampment of 1927, the payment of travelling and entertain- 
ment expense in connection with National Encampments, be limited to 
such expenses of the Commander-in-Chief and National Secretary- 
Treasurer, these being the only officers necessary to the proper conduct 
of such Encampments. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to the National Encampment of 1926 at Des Moines, Iowa. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ARTHUR C. DREW, S. V. Comm., Mass. Div. 

GEORGE B. STRATTON, Division Organizer 

JAMES P. SKEEHAN, Past Commander 


: September 18, 1926 

To the Officers and Members of the Special Encampment of the Massachusetts 
Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A.: 

A Resolution— 

WHEREAS, the Committee on Survey recommends that the Password 

and Countersign be discontinued, and 

WHEREAS, we believe that this medium of secrecy has a strong appeal 

in many Camps, and 

WHEREAS, the retention of elimination of the Password and Counter- 

sign has no bearing whatsoever on the future success or failure of the 
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Order, 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts Division is in favor of the 


retention of the Password and Countersign, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be for- 
warded to the National Encampment at Des Moines, and that our dele- 
gates be instructed to vote against the proposed change. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR C. DREW, S. V. Comm., Mass. Div. 
GEORGE B. STRATTON, Division Organizer 
JAMES P. SKEEHAN, Past Commander 


‘ September 18, 1926 
rere and [eee of the Special Division Encampment, Massa- 
ursion, Sons of Vi : 
ACR eecinenes 5 of Veterans, U.S. A.: 
W. 7 
eee the Committee on Survey have recommended certain 
WHEnGe | Order in the interests of economy, and 
Bees ra the Massachusetts Division is in favor of conserving the 
WHEREAS Order and in getting full value for money expended, and 
in Divisi , we believe that in comparison to salaries for similar services 
+e iene Offices, salaries paid in the Commandery-in-Chief are far 
ae poe yeD that this Special Division Encampment petition the 
are: lery-in-Chief at Des Moines to fix the salary of the National 
$150 at at $1500 per annum, and that of the National Treasurer at 
Meee Oren to become operative at the expiration of the present 
€ officers, and 
BE ven 
+ Ae nee RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent 
ee ‘ational Encampment at Des Moines, and that the delegates from. 
ivision be instructed to vote accordingly. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR C. DREW, S. V. Comm. Mass. Div: 
GEORGE B. STRATTON, Division Organizer 
JAMES P. SKEEHAN, Past Commander 


To the Offi 
fficers and Members of the Special Encampment of the Massachusetts 


Division, Sons 
A Weenies, Veterans, U.S. A.— 


WHEREAS, the C 
initiated after the 
new Camps, shall 
shall be paid to th 


ommittee on Survey recommends that for every person 

Eaopuion of their report, except Charter Membersjin: 

abd to the Division $100, and of this amount,50c¢ 

‘Ommandery-in-Chief, d 

WHEREAS we beli ned pe 

PN ee “ine MO that this is in effect, a direct penalty on Camps 

WHERDAS this = to work for an increased membership, and 

Sihateaone iheaneneeee Beye the effect of forcing live Camps to con- 

Just sl i ivisi 
auld Cominandae cree eee toward the maintenance of the Division 
7 RAS Hee 

ae ae ee of Massachusetts is not in need of assistance 

ind, but believes it an attempt to force a growing and prosperous: 
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Division to “carry the bag” for the Commandery-in-Chief, 
BE IT RESOLVED that this Division is vigorously opposed to this 
dangerous and unfair method of taxation, and that our delegates be 
instructed to vote and work against this measure at Des Moines. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That a copy of this resolution he for- 
warded to the National Encampment in session at Des Moines. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR C. DREW, S. V. Comm. Mass. Div. 
GEORGE B. STRATTON, Division Organizer 
JAMES P. SKEEHAN, Past Commander 


Headquarters Capt. J. A. Loomis Camp, No. 57, 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Easthampton, Mass., Sept. 16, 1926 
WHEREAS, it appears that the time has arrived when three separate 
organizations working for the same objective cannot successfully carry 
on their work with as good results as if combined into one organization ; 
therefore be it § 
RESOLVED, that the Sons, Daughters and Auxiliary be combined into 
one organization that they may better carry on their work. 
RESOLVED, that the representatives of this Division at the National 
Encampment at Des Moines be jnstructed to see to it that this resolution 
be presented there, a committee be appointed to at once begin conversation. 
with all interested to this end. 
RESOLVED, that this committee be instructed to report to the National 
Encampment of 1927. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ERNEST S. EMERY, Commander 

JESSE D. EMERY, Senior Vice Commander 

LOUIS P.. MOREY, Junior Vice Commander 

LAWRENCE J. GREENIA, Treasurer 

P. C. ELMER H. THORPE, Patriotic Instructor 


J. C. Wellington Camp 14 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 
291 Green St., Cambridge, Mass., Sept. 17, 1926 
To the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 
Greetings:— 

The following recommendation is respectfully submitted for your 
consideration as a means of building up the membership of our Order, and 
incidentally, as a possible remedy for loss of members: 

That a Second Degree Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War be 
instituted, to be a purely social side of our Order. Membership in this 
Degree to be composed of only members of our Order who are in good 
standing in their respective Camps. This Degree to be financed by the 
individual members of the Degree in the form of annual dues. The purpose 
of the Second Degree—To hold Entertainments, Banquets, Dances, 
Socials, etc., in different sections of each Division at regular intervals as 
stated from time to time by officers of the Degree. 
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It is believed that a move of this kind, which of course would be 
throughout our entire Order, would not only be a drawing card for NEW 
MEMBERS, but also would be an inducement for present, members to 
retain their membership, and to become active members in their Camps. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
CHARLES E. CARRUTH, 
Commander, Camp 14, S. U. V. C. W. 
Approved by this Camp at a regular meeting held September 9, 1926. 
f JOSEPH B. DOYLE, Secretary 


Headquarters C. B. Winn Camp No. 66, S. of U. V. 
f Woburn, Mass., Sept. 7, 1926 

Mr: Wm. L. Anderson, Div. Secry. Mass. Div. S. of U. Ve : 
Dear Sir and Brother: : 
, T he problem: To obtain new members, interest old members, provide 
a HANS to keep in good standing; has many angles and corners. 

‘here will be two (2) propositions presented for the consideration of the 
division of officers, 

Proposition No. 1 


ee alg employed, at a salary, to interest applicants for this 
a m4 e€ should be a member of our order in A-1 standing. He 
ees re a confident personality, aggressive and determined. His 
ae ie ‘ consist of interviewing eligibles and presenting arguments 
pate Pa bring: new members into our order. He would be assigned 
ae ain Camp who would furnish him with a list of eligibles in that 
'y or town. He should not be bound to any length of time. He would 
athe from one township to another adjoining. The expense of salary 
2 tees should be fixed at a fair figure and the amount taken care of 
aaa per capita tax. The solicitor should be paid on the basis of a 
amount for each new admitted member. 

In planning such a step, the Camps should cut out the deadwood 
eet to obtain a rock bottom organization. Members, who are in 
rs through misfortune, unsettled employment or other causes, and 


who would kee i i 
2p paid i ha 
Be congtiaeaal r up, after the old debt had been wiped off, should 


in o 


Remarks 


au sapere are not good solicitors, cannot present the merits of 
Such : ae proper manner, and therefore, obtain poor results. 
necena oe would probably mean that many Camps would find it 
Shaginaeneee “ts yearly dues, but the results obtained would be so large 
eeeaaes Bes s ime, the amount of dues could be lowered as there would 
mbers to bear burden. 


| Many of our members cannot or will not give their time to this 
important, most necessary task. 


Proposition No. 2—Insurance Feature 


At the death of a member of our Order, assess each living member 
three or five cents. Conduct same along a mutual protection policy so 
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that the organization will not be amenable to expensive insurance state 
laws. This money would be paid upon receipt of a proper affidavit signed 
by undertaker and by treasurer or secretary of Camp to which deceased 
was a member. To start the fund, a subscription could be made and 
enough realized to provide a tidy sum. 


Remarks 
It is absolutely necessary that there should be a material benefit 
attached to our Order to make an appeal inviting, to obtain new members 
and keep old ones interested. Such a benefit would place our Order at the 


~ top and would offer a very strong incentive. 


It would seem best to make either proposition as outlined a state or 
division affair rather than national until, it had atleast been tried out. 
Would it be considered quite right, should it be suggested that the 
coming Special Encampment be started punctually on time, as Saturday 
is a very busy day for the rural and suburban members. 
Iraternally yours in F., C. and L., 
CHESTER L. FISH 


September 18, 1926 
To Officers and Members Massachusetts Division S. of. of U. V.C. W.:— 
Dear Brothers: 

As a past commander of Ezra N. Fuller Camp 77, Needham, also 
charter member, I am not, owing to poor health, able to attend the con- 
vention which I think is a good idea as once a year does not keep up to 
the times. Iam in accord with anything that will strengthen our Order 
and not make it too wide open to everybody at meetings, also I think a 
book of eligibles should be kept at headquarters so organizers would 
have something to work on. 

As to the Banner, I think if the postal officials would have the paper 
properly delivered we, who cannot always attend meetings, would know 
more of the Orderas in my case, many copiesI don’t get but have received 
along with mine that which belong to other members as my paper 1S 
properly addressed I ought to get it. I have not for three months so far 
this year received it yet. 

Wishing the National Delegates success and a pleasant trip, 

T remain, 

Yours in F., C. and L., 
WALTER H. WILLIAMS 
74 School St., Roxbury, Mass. 
since 1873 


September 18, 1926 
William L. Anderson, Esq., 
Secretary Mass. Div. S. U. V. of the C. W. 
Boston, Mass. 
Dear Brother Anderson: 
I had expected to be present at the Encampment tomorrow, but 
business called me to New York and I cannot get back in season. 
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I note that I am on the Ritual Committee. As no advance meeting 
has been held I presume nothing can be done at this meeting. In view of 
the criticism aimed at the ritual by some, I wish to say that in the main 
it is good. In some plans it is too bombastic and grammatically there 
are errors. I would be glad to suggest constructive changes later if it is to 
be acted on next year. 

What the order needs most is a new motion or rather an adjustment 
of the old motion to new conditions. We still have two main jobs, one 
to look after the comfort of the G. A. R. for the next few years, the other 
to see that Memorial Day is kept sacred, primarily to the memory of the 
Grand Army. I believe two memorial days would do no harm, and I 
would gladly see the day for the G. A. R. changed to Sunday if we could 
get the attention and reverence the day deserves. We also need another 
motive or rather job. The organization is not military and I believe that 
there is need of all the military organizations who should devote itself to 
constructive Americanization and teaching of honest and unselfish citizen- 
ship in time of peace. One of the greatest constitutions of the G. A. R. 
was its patriotic citizenship in times of peace. 


_ Excuse this scrawl written on a moving train with remains of sta- 
tionery on hand, 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
CORNELIUS A. PARKER 
‘ Somerville, Mass., Thursday, Step. 16, 1926 
To the Mass. Division of Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil Wari— i 
BE IT RESOLVED that we, the undersigned members of John A. 
Cummings, Camp 3, request that the Mass. Division Delegates to the 
National Convention go on record as opposed to the disbandment of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. 
For the Camp: 
WILLIAM E. VALENTINE, Commander 
JOSEPH W. MESS, Secretary 
WALTER I. PALMER, Senior Vice Comm. 
JOHN E. WILCOX, Past Commander 
FREDERICK M. FRENCH, Past Commander 
DANA E. LINCOLN, Inner Guard 


Bee rie a While the Committees are considering the large 
wey Fat esolutions, it would not be out of place if the membership 
Pe eee iS noe to be considered. Most of us know the large loss we 
Hane sus' aining for some time. Last quarter showed a loss of one 

red members with 44 Camps not reporting at the time the Consoli- 
dated Report was sent to the National Secretary. Since that time the 
loss is just about in the same proportion. We are over the 100 mark for 
te quarter and the losses for the last few years have been considerable. 
Something must be done to recuperate the losses and get our membership 
back to where it ought to be. It is time to get the Division down on a 
firm basis, cut out spectacular increases that we have had and that later 
on cause an enormous loss. I am going to ask the Division Secretary to 
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show the losses we have sustained for the last few years. 
Secretary: We have been having a stead gain right along up to the- 
year just closed. 
Membership in good standing, March 31, 1925 
We gained for the June Quarter. ...........+ 
We dropped for the June Quarter........... 
For September Quarter 1925 we gained. 
Loss. . Meade. th 8a 
For the December Quarter 1925 we gained.................-5- 
WUOBE Saw atais aie oe vnrni ea nema ase 
For the March Quarter 1926, we gained. 


This is really the best quarter of the year with all the Division Com- 


manders. That gave us a total gain for the year for Division Commander’ 


Weiler of 615; but a loss of 842, making a net loss of 227 for the year just 
closed. 
For the first quarter of Division Commander Moran, which should 


be his best quarter, he has had a net loss of 100 men. For the past five- 


quarters we have had a steady loss, which means that you and I have 
got something to think about. That is what we are here for today to try 
and arrange and adopt plans whereby we can get these members back, 
or else get new members in to fill their places. 

Commander: Have any of the Brothers anything to offer on this: 
proposition? This continued loss is not in any way local, but it is in every 
section of the Division. The loss has been general. What the reason 
is in certain sections cannot be the same in others. No doubt it would’ 
be a good thing to find out what the reason of this loss is in certain sections 
of the Division and what plans we can make to overcome that. There 


" are enough of you here who know conditions in your locality and what the 


trouble has been so that we might be made familiar with it. 

Past Commander Watson, Camp 17: In organizations today, there: 
are three factors that we have to contend with: (1) The Automobile. 
(2) The Movies. (3) The Radio. I believe that they are the greatest 
factors today that mostly all organizations have to compete with. It 
would take many afternoons for us to try to solve the reasons of these: 
terrible losses. I cannot do it. I have tried to do it. It rests with the 
individual. We have an organization; we have no pledges to make. 
But Division Commander and Brothers: It is an awful question. We 
are here this afternoon because we are loyal Brothers. I cannot offer 
anything at an open meeting of this kind because the problem is too big; 
it takes longer than a few hours for us to deliberate. I might not speak 
again. I might be gone from the meeting, but, if I am permitted, and I 
hope I am not out of order, I am just going with your permission, to say 


that I heard quite a lot about economy. Economy at the Commandery-, 


in-Chief. I believe; if we want to economize, to cut out the Banner,, 
$8000 or $9000 a year. In July I read about an Installation. They 
can’t cut that out. I say, Brothers, the problem is too big. It hurts: 
me here (indicating his heart). A few years from now, those that have 
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that right, they will dig deep, and they will prove the family tree to see 
if a little branch will give them the permission, to see if they have the 
right to join the Order of the Sons of Veterans. I say the problem is too 
big for us to solve ina few hours. I hope whatever we do here that it will 
be carried out to Des Moines so that they will hear that the Old Bay State 
has said something. (A pplause.) : 
Brother Higgins of Somerville: One reason has come to my mind 
very forcibly for this loss recently. Previous to these losses men have 
been kept on the rolls 2 and 3 years, and I know of one, 4; and the per 
sapien tax paid on them for those periods. I don’t know; but it has been 
Saar ee knowledge, and the time has come when the Camp I belong 
sore a ao stop that thing and cut them off. Some of the loss has come 
Be ncak [ am aware of that. So much for the losses. I find in my own 
on fake ein orking among eligibles for the Order that they don’t seem 
pote ees h of it, even those that could join. There was a proposition 
Ope iz in some of those recommendatoins that I think was very fine. 
nae, xt sae it is going to cost something to do it. Yet, I think it 
Aes e x hat was in regard to employing some one to make it their 
Many a © talk and solicit and secure membership. I like the idea. 
raphe BOUT members cannot or will not do it. I have found that so. 
ather like that proposition if it can be carried out. 
ras vee of Lowell: We meei here today to accomplish some 
a ep ding up our Camps in the different cities and towns. I 
eae ses t at each and every member of the different Camps present 
ree ae are members of some other Order. Probably one of them, or 
fata ate a This means of going to an expenditure of getting members 
see on amp is foolish. When your Charter is opened each member 
cotta tose pre get a new member. I am a member in Lowell in a 
attaGMaeee aay ere there are nearly 3000 persons. When we opened 
ares ty Charter was open probably five months. Now then, if we 
ae Gina jours respective cities and suggest to the Camps, ‘“Let’s open 
@ pian es er’ and each one go out and get amembecr. There is no member 
goes Beene. a my opinion that could not get a new one. I was looking 
aon Gast Be phe Secretary for the last two or three years, I dare say, 
these a a powa be a safe bet if I should say out of these Camps 
Pl es ae - 0 that dropped by the wayside. If we boys get together 
of Beane naa ae one another, and let the Secretary give me a list 
that have fallen te Re? list: of che T will guarantee out of the 400 
igo Story toreaT i u yside we ought to get back at least 150. There 
ete aite ie ey know the story, and by reason of your contact, 
the Been e can bring back members, which is a safe way throughout 
s wns of the State. 


ae parce T would like to ask the question. Does the reported loss 
ude those who haye been lost through death? 
Secretary: Yes, 
Chaplain: Haye you any 
have been lost by death? 


Secretary: 124 for the year, and the total loss in membership was 


means of knowing approximately how many 
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one or two months, we called in all the ways from 400 to — 


842; which, taking out the deaths, leaves a total of 718. 

Chapiain: I represent a Camp that is not largely attended, I regret 
to say. Sometimes we have scarcely enough present to fill the offices on 
our meeting night. I suppose they have been somewhat remiss in the 
past in not identifying more closely with the interests of this organization, 
but I am one of the unfortunate fellows who has to work for a living. 
Most of you men look so prosperous I don’t suppose you know anything 
about that. (Laughter.) I have given myself up day and night to that 
work to which I committed my life some years ago. I think I have been 
awakened to the fact, however, that a man can be a good minister without 
giving 24 hours out of every day to the tasks of the church alone and that 
the true ministries of the church are sometimes best expressed in avenues 
that seem to be apart from the church and yet in reality that help the 
interests of the church and the people that are in it. Now before I knew 
the nature of the questions that would come before this meeting this 
afternoon I had talked with one of the loyal members of the Camp in 
Fitchburg quite intimately, and he suggested that at the opening of the 
Camp this Fall, we secure as many as would be willing to give some 
opinion to sit down together and in a fair, open and democratic way, go 
over the whole situation, and then divide up amongst the loyal members. 
of the Camp the entire membership, with a view to an intensive campaign. 
First of all, to re-interest, if possible, those whose names are upon our 
records, but who have been conspicuous by their absence. Now it is very 
difficult my brethren to interest those who are on the outside in some 
institution that those who are on the inside themselves are not interested 
in. So I suggested the idea of an intensive campaign in every Camp. 

Something has been said as to the reasons for this depletion in our 
membership. One of the reasons that has not been touched upon is the 
fact that in America most of us lead an exceedingly busy life. The 
fellow in America that is not busy is not an American. We live a life 
that is nervously restless day after day. So many things to occupy our 
time and attention. The Brother from Lowell speaks of another organ- 
ization he belonged to. You will pardon me if I tell this. I belong to 
the Royal Arcanum, Odd Fellows (most folks know I am odd), I belong 
to the Sons of Veterans, the First Baptist Church of Fitchburg, to my wife 
any my wife’s mother. (Applause.) But in most of these organizations 
I am a bit like the man about whom you have heard. A new minister 
was appointed to a certain church, and meeting a boy on the street he 
said: “My son, do you go to Sunday School?” The boy answered, “Yes 
sir.” “Where?” ‘Methodist Church’. The minister: “I am the new 
minister of that Methodist Chureh, is your father living?” The boy: 
“Yes sir.” The minister: “What church does he belong to?” The boy: 
“Well, I think he belongs to the Methodist Church, but he never works 
much at it.’’ 

There is the difficulty we meet in many instances. Beginning with the 
middle of September and running through to the middle of next May, 
there will be on an average about four nights in the week in which some 
of my church duties demand my attention, so I have to confess that I 
don’t work very much at some of these organizations. And yet, quite 
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‘frequently, I run from one engagement to another, sometimes meeting 
as many as three or four engagements between supper and bedtime, 
which for me is usually around twelve o’clock. I think that is one reason. 
“Then there is another that I believe we must reckon with today. I think 
the history of our country will reveal this to you; that almost always 
following any upheaval, whether it has been within the nation or has in 
any way involved the nation, there has been a reaction in the form of a 
revulsion about anything that savors of a military character. Now, 
we are not banded together as an army, expecting any moment to be 
thrust into the field, and yet the very term and title ‘Sons of Veterans” 
gives us something of a military character. There has been a very notice- 
-able and pronounced revulsion since the great cataclysm of a few years 
ago, towards anything that savors of militarism. Let us face that 
frankly. I believe one of the things we need to do is to try and convince 
those who may be members, but perhaps not very regular in their atten- 
dance, as well as those who have never yet joined the Order, but who 
are eligible, to try and convince all these brethren that our purpose is not 
militarist, but that we are banded together to perpetuate the principles 
for which the noblest army that ever fought on the soil of God’s earth 
went out to battle. (Applause.) We are not purely a social organization, 
but we are banded together (let me repeat it) to perpetuate those principles 
-and virtues for which your father and my father fought. Now patriotism 
is one of those words we love to roll under our tongues today as a sweet 
morsel and we have made it stand for almost anything and everything 
and some things that are despicable. 

Let us not lose sight of this fact; that we are being played upon 
todayin a subtle, adroit way by influences that are born, not on American 
soil, but in other countries, that are being injected into the very life-blood 

of the people of this country today, and the process of injection is so 
subile, so adroit, that we sometimes are unaware of it. I am not here 
today to play the part of an incendiary, but I think I could produce facts, 
if I were called upon to do so, that would reveal to you (perhaps you know 
them quite as well as I); but facts which would reveal to you that there 
are certain subtle influences at work in the cities of America today, with 
ultimate view of robbing the American home of its patriotic beauty, and 
to overthrow any organization ultimately that is seeking to propagate a 
nation such as we profess to have here in this country. You, of our own 
Order, are intelligent men. I need scarcely remind you that this is true, 
but if you doubt the assertion, I shall be glad to spend a week or a month 
Bee you, and think I could demonstrate to you the truthfulness of what 
say. 
“ Here is one thing more: If we are going to revive our organization, 
it will not be by dwelling upon our losses and our failures. I came home 
from vacation about a week ago, and vacations don’t mean so very much 
to me. TI go because my family thinks I need it. Do you regard me as 
a man who looks like a feeble, decrepit specimen of humanity that needs 
a long vacation? I would rather be home working; but my church 
grants me a vacation. I belong to my wife and her mother and go with 
them to avoid any trouble. When I came home I found that the hotel 
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fare,on which I had heen living for a few weeks (the table was fine.) 
A minister's home does not have too much to eat. Just enough to keep 
us alive. Well, in short, there was something wrong with my digestion. 
I went to the doctor. I did just what you fellows would do; started in 
to tell that doctor just what I thought had occasioned this. 

He listened and said, “I don’t care a hang what caused it. Iam going 
to try to get rid of it.” That is the thing we will have to do when we go 
back to our homes. Let us not worry about the things that have brought 
about the decimation of our ranks, but by whatever means we can, restore 
our ranks and build them up. (Loud and prolonged applause.) 

Junior Vice Division Commander Burgess: I have been a very 
interested listener during this talk about our Order losing membership, 
and what is the remedy. As I view you gentlemen from the rear, it is 
not a hard guess for me to say that most of you are over forty years old,— 
nearer fifty. Iam going to present to you a line of thought as a Son of a 
Veteran, an individual member. I believe I have that right at this 
meeting. I am going to start my subject; as you have all noticed, in 
the Press of our country, the items that have been published in regard 
to our National Encampment and that of the Grand Army at Des Moines 
next week, and you have also probably noticed the names of the Comrades 
who are serving on that Committee as to What would be the Effect? or 
Shall the Grand Army be dissolved? Far be it, so long as there is a man 
left! When we come to read the published statements as to what will be 
the answer after the Grand Army is gone, you don't find a single item 
mentioning the Sons of Veterans. The trouble with our organization 
is that we are an isolated organization. I think, gentlemen, seriously 
the time has come when we should be accepted or rejected. Iam here 
this afternoon, as your officer and servant, toexpress my honest views, 
and until the Sons of Veterans are legally recognized by our fathers, 
with all due regard to them, you are going to stay just where you are 
until you finish. And you are going to finish. I believe, in my estima- 
tion, as one member, not speaking for any member in this hall but myself, 
until my father says, “Boy, I accept you as my legal son.” Then, T have 
something to go out and say: “Come into our Order; we are the legal 
heirs to carry on this work”. You haven't got it now. You have a fine 
body of men here, but it is time for you to wake up. Instruct your dele- 
gates to wait on the Grand Army, and put that in its proper channel 
before the National Encampment, to either accept us or kick us out. 
If they accept us, our Order will grow. (Applause.) 

Brother James Wolff, Camp 89: I realize there are probably a great 
many of the members present who would like somiething to say. I will 
be brief. I feel that your Commander and all your ‘officers certainly 
should take courage at the outpouring of this Division at this emergency 
call. [I will confess it was far beyond my expectations, and also the seri- 
ousness and reasonableness with which these matters haye been discussed. 
I think we have all studied over them and pondered over them, but I feel 
that we have a nucleus, if we only know what to do we are able to do it. 
T have always had certain theories as to how this Order should operate. 
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I may be wrong but I wish to present them very briefly, to you especially, 
as the organization has not been operating just as I had hoped it sometimes 
hoped it would. You know, in the old days when this organization started, 
even before I was old enough to be 2 member, that we were humble sup-= 
pliants for the favor of the Grand Army, and it was a long while before 
we were able to persuade them that we were worth being given any con- 
sideration at all. But that time has passed and one of us after another 
has engaged in the work of the local organization of the Sons, to carry 
out as they see fit. Now to come right down to what I have in mind: 
What is our need today? I believe that one great fact is that we are never 
emphasizing the principles for which we stand Probably even a majority 
of the brothers present, if they had it put up to them, after all, what 
does this Order stand for? I think almost everybody would be stumped. 
You don’t know. It would take considerable thought. You know about 
Memorial Day, and the greeting of the Veterans, but when it comes to 
the greater activities, the perpetuation of the principles for all time for 
which our fathers fought, we could not for the life of us say just what the 
principles are that we are supposed to maintain. It seems to me that 
we should find out what those principles are, and talk about them and 
shape them, because as my brother at the right has indicated, there is 
certainly a lack in this country which no other organization is fulfilling. 
Also, if I speak to your Commander, and Brother, I am speaking to you 
as Commander, both with reference to you and your successors, who are 
to be placed in the commandership of this Division, when a matter came 
up which affected this Division and affected matters of patriotism, that 
I pick up the front page of the Boston Post or some other daily and see 
where Commander Charles H. E. Moran, who was interviewed by repre- 
sentatives of this paper, says his organization would not stand for that 
sort of propaganda, and that we are going to insist that this country be 
kept true to the principles for which the fathers fought. T want to see 
that on the first page, and state to the Commander and his successors 
and other men who are active in the work of the Massachusetts Division 
just as 10 or 15 years ago the leaders o the Massachusetts Department 
G. A. R. used todo. I want to see that done 

Then another lack that we have which ought to be corrected: That 
is on the question of publicity. Gentlemen, the publie scarcely knows 
that we are in existence. We ought to emphasize the duty and work 
that we are doing. I would be very much interested tomorrow or possibly 
tonight to see just how many lines are in the newspapers in reference to 
this Convention, which is a very important Convention. How much 
will be printed so that eligibles will be so interested in our Order that 
we called a special convention to consider the burden of our work. I shall 
watch to see, and hope the other members will watch to see. There is a 
way of getting things in the paper,—putting them in yourselves. There 
is a way to get them in I know, because I have done it myself. When 
I wanted to have something put in, it has been very seldom I have been 
unable to get what I wanted in some paper. 

There is only one other thing I shall mention, and this may be a 
minor matter. I would like to see some time, in some way, some perpetual, 
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tangible memorial of our work. This is where I speak with some diffidence, 
because it takes money. I have often wondered how it was that with all 
the able and successful and almost wealthy individuals that our ranks 
do contain now, nobody when he died has ever, to my knowledge, given 
even a little cash gift of $100 for the perpetuation of our work. Nobody 
has thought our work important enough, when he made his bequests, 
to give the slightest contribution to the cause I have mentioned. It 
seems to me the more we add members, the more members we shall get 
and the more prosperous we shall become. We have been organized, as 
the Division Secretary says, for forty-five years, and we have seen what 
other organizations have done and we, brothers, even though we haven’t 
the fraternal feature, are supposed to be enthusiastic. We ought to be 
as enthusiastic as the similar organization South of Mason & Dixon’s 
line We ought to have a building devoted to patriotic purposes, in the 
city of Boston which would be a center where we should be able to have 
men who are interested in our work at all times. I thank you for your 
attention. I have had these things on my mind and felt it was my duty 
to express them. (Applause.) 

Brother Barton, Camp 65: Some of the members here have been 
in the Order perhaps longer than I have. Mine is a continuous member- 
ship of over forty years. I joined when there was a great deal of enthu- 
siasm over our Sons of Veterans, and it seemed as though the prospects 
for the future were good. It secmed as though we were destined to 
make a great organization and haye a great enthusiasm in the making. 
I believe the trouble with our organization today is from within. There 
may be some obstacles outside, but it is within. There is where the 
trouble is. I think that the fact that we have existed for more than 
forty-five years is a tribute to this organization if we consider the hard 
knocks that we have had ever since it was formed. Our organization 
was started, as some of you know, by a Grand Army man, Major Davis, 
who looked into the future and predicted bright prospects for the Sons 
of the Civil War Veterans, and in fact it would be formed along similar 
lines to the Grand Army. We have had during our existence six or eight 
different Rituals. As soon as we get used to one we have got to have 
it changed, and have something different, and so on, and that is enough 
to kill any organization. We did have a good ritual previous to the 
one we are using today, that brought forth the principles of the organiza- 
tion in fine shape. It made an impression upon the candidates, and yet 
that wasn’t satisfactory, and we had to change because somebody wanted 
to change We have a Ritual, a large part of it, that has reference to 
the World War, and that is connected with others rather than with our 
fathers whom we are trying to memorialize. It seems to me there has 
been a paralysis and stripping all the way down through the years taking 
away one thing after another until there is little left to do,-and now we 
ought to begin to build up and do something in a constructive way rather 
than taking away what little we have. It seems to me that if this report: 
of the Committee on Survey is adopted, there won’t be anything left for- 


* us in just a little while. 


They would take from us most of the initiation ceremony. They 
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-want just to have somebody send in a name and make a vote on it, make 
our organization sort of an association rather than a lodge. You know 
the young men of America are mightily interested in the mysterious and 
impressive ceremonies of initiation, and the other impressive ceremonies 
connected therewith in conducting the business of a lodge. The recog- 
nition of members, the password, and so on, is an attractive feature to 
young Americans, but today they would take it all away from us. You 
well know organizations that have the most impressive ceremonies are 
the ones that don’t have to go begging for members. The young men 
are trying to join these organizations, and there is a continual incoming 
of members into those organizations in towns hereabouts. We have 
from time to time stripped of everything of that kind and what can you 
go to a prospective member and tell him that is attractive in the organ- 
ization? We haven’t anything to attract a young man, and various 
substitutes have been adopted to increase the membership, or, it was 
-thought it would. 

Some time ago the ladies were admitted to our Camps and our work 
was almost made public. I think I know where there was an initiation 
that was open to the public. Where could you get anything mysterious 
or attractive about that? If the whole public is going to know all about 
it, I say there is no interest there. Then we were confronted with losses 
and they said “We will change the age limit.” I am mighty glad the 
Massachusetts Division did not favor it. A little while ago we voted to 
admit children into the organization. Has it increased our membership 
in any way? Do yousee any here today? Has it been a means of adding 
to our numbers? I say, ‘No’. It has not. I believe that the age limit 
was all right before. Then too, it is proposed that we make it impossible 
for Camps to exist, or new camps to be organized in small communities 
where there is a great need of such, because it is practically impossible 
in many communities to get thirty charter members. Then too, they 
want to have us pay more for initiation fee than many Camps are paying. 
T believe that a Camp knows best its own condition and this matter ought 
to be regulated by the Camp itself rather than by the Commandery in- 
Chief or any other body. Then too, if we succeed in getting members at 
35.00 apiece, we are going to pay them $1.00 for every one that we get in. 
(Laughter.) : 

Tt seems to me, Brothers, that we ought to seriously consider these 
things and that we ought to take hold, the rank and file of this organiza- 
tion, to boost it, and not let these who would strip us of everything we 
have got go on any further. Let’s pull out. I believe we can do it if we 
carefully consider these questions. If that, Committee’s report is adopted 
we better say “Good-bye” to each other. (Applause.) 

(Commander calls for report of Committee on C. R. & R.) ; 

Brother Bolster, Camp 46: The Committee on C. R. & R. are unani- 
mously in favor of not taking action upon it at present. We all realize 
that there may be very good points in the suggestion. It may, and very 
likely will, afford to a good many Camps the inducement of a more active 
life and work, but it contains certain matters which will be novelties and 
-we think should be considered in a good deal more deliberate way than 
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ean possibly be done at a Convention of this kind. It should be referred 
to some Committee of size, and a deliberate report made upon it, stating 
the pros and cons. Of course this communication states only supposed 
advantages. The Committee therefore recommends that action be not 
taken on the communication at the present Convention. 

Commander: Brothers, you have heard the report of the Committee 
on C. R. and R. That refers to the communication from Camp 14, Cam- 
bridge. If there are no objections, the report of the Committee will be 
adopted. (It was so voted.) 

Commander: Is the Committee on Resolutions ready to report? 

Brother Bell, Chairman Resolutions Committee: There are quite 
a number of resolutions submitted. The Committee has considered each 
one and offer them for your action. 

1. Resolution from Camp 3 in which they resolve that the Massa- 
chusetts Division be requested to go on record at the National Encamp- 
ment in regard to the disbandment of the G. A. R. Your Committee is 
entirely in harmony with that. We feel the Camp has not gone quite 
far enough. We would suggest to the makers of this resolution, if it is 
acceptable to them, that our delegates to the National Encampment be 
instructed to offer a resolution to the National Encampment asking them 
to express their earnest wish to the .G A. R. that they do not consider 
disbandment. That will make the thing a little large and present it in 
a little bigger way than the way it is written in this resolution. We offer 
that suggestion for the Commander and hope that Camp 3 will accept it. 

Commander: Will the Commander of Camp 3 accept it? 

Brother Wilcox: It was stated at the meeting by one of the members 
that it would be a good thing if we could get a little more action. It may 
be a good thing for this Division to help matters along. 

Brother Bell: That matter was not included in this communication. 
We only proposed a set of resolutions to them that might be offered from 
the floor by some member of Camp 3. That can be attended to later. 

Past Division Commander Couch: This special meeting was called 
to deal with only three purposes. (Reads purposes.) I raise a point of 
order against any resolution which does not deal with the call for the 
special meeting. 

Commander: If Brother Couch insists on his point of order the Chair 
would have to rule that that resolution would be out of order. 

Brother Wilcox: This is a serious question. I attended two meetings 
of the Grand Army and one of the things is that there a quorum is two 
members. Each department may fall behind, but, whatever we do, the 
Grand Army will never disband. They will die the same as I am dying 
‘fn the harness’. I am in favor of that. It might do some good. I want 
this answered here. The G. A. R. when it was organized made no provision 
for any other organization. The first General Order says that when the 
last Comrade is done, that is the end. One half of the soldiers who served 
in the Civil War never joined the G. A. R. I am looking for information 
today. 

Past Division Commander Bell: I believe that the point raised by 
Brother Couch is technically correct, That is not a matter that can be 
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considered by this particular Encampment. I would suggest a resolution 
be offered from the floor that so many hundred brothers of the Massa- 
chusetts Division gathered in Special Encampment asking that we express 
our wishes to the Grand Army on the subject. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton. I might say that I have a sug- 
gestion which I hope will be adopted here. To the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, that before he starts 
the business of his Encampment that we may have commonsense enough 
to appoint a Committee to interview a Committee of the Grand Army 
of the Republic with some thought of having a conference on the subject 
before they render any report to vote themselves out of existence. At 
the proper time I propose to offer it. 

Past Division Commander Bell: It seems to me we are all so unani- 
mous in our opinion in regard to this particular thing that it would not be 
such a terrible thing to ignore the particular wording of the call for this 
encampment. It is something we ought to do in some way or other. You 
can do it as this resolution indicates. 

Past Division Commander Couch: I didn’t bring this point up in 
order to knock the Grand Army. The organization should be maintained 
until the last man lies down. In my father’s old regiment they had a 
meeting, and they voted to hold their meetings until the last one was: 
gone. Some of the Resolutions should be ruled out to save time. 

Brother Ralph Smith: This meeting was called in the interest of 
getting new members and retaining those we have. It seems to me 
that resolution would be very much in line with retaining the members 
and getting new ones. Certainly if the G. A. R. disbanded it would be: 
a terrible blow to the Sons of Veterans. I believe that could be introduced 
at this meeting. 

Commander: The Chair will have to sustain the point of order as: 
brought by Brother Couch. 

(On the recommendation of the Committee on Survey that 
certain offices be discontinued, the Resolutions Committee recommended 
ought not to pass. This report of Committee was adopted by the Encamp- 
ment.) 

(Recommendation that certain officers in the Division be eliminated. 
Regarded as an unwarranted interefrence with the Division. Resolved 
that the Massachusetts Division is opposed.—Report adopted.) 

(Password and Countersign.) 

Past Division Commander Bell: In the original resolution the words 
were added “With its use to be optional with the individual camps.” 
The Committee recommends the adoption of that resolution cutting out 
the words “With its use to be optional’ (Report adopted.) 

(Economy.—Mass. Division in favor of conserving the assets of the 
Order. Salaries of Commandery-in-Chief thought too high. Moved 
that the National Secretary’s salary be fixed at $1500 per annum, and the 
National Treasurer’s salary be fixed at $150 per annum, to become opera- 
tive at the expiration of the present terms of these officers. Recommended 
ought to pass.) 


(That every person initiated pay $1.00, of which 50 cents be for- 
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warded to the Commandery-in-Chief. This is a penalty on Camps who 
have life enough to show an increase in membership. Recommended, 
ought not to pass.) 

(Change of name of the Order. No legal measures taken. Resolved 
that the Massachusetts Division protest against further use of the so- 
called new name until such time as the change is enacted in a legal manner. 
Recommended ought to pass. Report of Committee adopted.) 

(Charter Fee $5.00. Initiation fee $5.00. The first provision would 
make it impossible for a Camp to carry on. Initiation fees in most Camps 
have been too low. But these matters cannot be legislated by National 
organization. Should be governed by local camps.) 

(Insurance feature. The Committee recommends leave to with- 
draw on both propositions. Report adopted.) 

(Relative to amending of the State Law allowing towns and cities 
to appropriate money to Veteran organizations. Recommend changes 
be referred to Legislative Committee. Recommend no action, believing 
the time is not ripe for a move of this kind. Report adopted.) 

(Brother Upham’s Resolution.) Your Committee assumes that 
this is a matter intended for Division action. If that is true, the only 
item here on which the Special Division Encampment would be likely 
to take action would be that providing for this work which Brother Upham 
proposes. As that necessitates the appropriation for the expense of the 
book, it is our impression that this special Division Encampment cannot 
act on this matter. We would recommend however, that the Division 
Commander appoint a committee to confer and act with Brother Upham 
in this matter and determine what can be done along the lines he sug- 
gests. (Report adopted.) 

Brother J. P. Skeehan, Camp 16: I have been instructed by my 
Camp to say a few words in regard to the loss of members. I wish to 
bring it before the Division in the way I have seen it in the past three 
years. We started out with a loss of 37 dead ones, anywhere from one 
and one-half to twelve years behind. Our Camp was paying per capita 
tax on those members. JI don’t think they missed one. The Camp Coun- 
cil had from time to time brought it before the Camp and before its Com- 
manders. Everybody seemed to be of the opinion to hold on. We had 
a live committee appointed. They went out and worked on these mem- 
bers until now we have simmered that thing down to about eighteen 
members and we see no way any inducement can be offered to hold those 
members. Those members have got to be dropped. That Camp has 
made up its mind they are not going to carry any more dead wood. Any 
man that has not interest enough to pay his dues is a detriment to the 
Camp. 

Now then, for the Division. We have in Brockton a city where 
there are over one thousand eligibles that don’t belong to the Order. 
There is something wrong with the Division. We want some live man to 
go out there and bring those fellows out. I find other organizations 
flourishing there. Why can’t we have four camps in Brockton? There 
is no reason I know of. I think it is time for this Order to appoint five 
good men in every section, in every County (I will put it that way.) 
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Let them be workers to go out and organize some of these fellows, and get 
up interest. Then you will not have so many members dropping off the 
list. Iam talking from experience. I don’t believe there is a man in this. 
hall that has worked harder to get members behind in their dues to come 
back into the order than I have. I have gained quite a few. I know my 
associates have done the same. The past three Commanders cannot be 
blamed for these members that are behind, because they certainly have: 
worked hard and faithfully. I want you as Commander to know that 
Camp 16, while you may be in the Chair, regrets that you have to stand 
the brunt of it. We are going to drop those members not because you 
are Commander. Now then, we have determined this Fall, before you 
g0 out of office, to get 16 men that are eligible to the Order who will make 
sticking members to make up for that loss. I want to say another word. 
Tt is in regard to the Banner. I think the State of Massachusetts ought 
to have a paper of its own. This Division is big enough to handle it. 
(Applause.) I have two sons who belong to the Order. They receive 
the Banner regularly. IfI did not open it and show it to them, they would 
never look at it. I tell you that is worth considering. We have some 
live boys. If you don’t believe it, you ought to have been down to Ply- 
mouth a week ago today. (Applause) It is just such work as that that 
willbring the Sons back to where they were forty years ago, and I am one 
of them. (4 pplause.) We went, from Salem, Lynn, Taunton, Fall River; 
and had a good time. We didn’t say it was too far to go. We didn’t 
go down to listen toalot of hot air, drink a cup of coffee, eat a doughnut 
and go home. I want to tell you when we got home in the morning it 
was nip and tuck to change our clothes and get to work. These men are 
the backbone of this Order. If you can beat that, you young fellows have 
ot to go like the devil. 

Brother C. A. White, Camp 48: There have been propositions put 
up here in a general way how to increase the membership of this organi- 
zation, but up to now there bas not been any proposition put up how to 
Stop this loss for the next quarter. Camp 48 is a camp that has had a 
great increase in membership in the last three years. We had a treasurer 
down there that used to take care of 36 members, but he is finding it quite 
ajob tolook after 180 to 185. I think that is the way with the most of these 
camps that have been depending on their treasurer to collect the money. 
They depend on sending bills out to the members, and have the members 
who do not attend the meetings write a check and send it back to the 
Treasurer. Itisa very easy matter for the Camp Council and Commander 
to get together and scratch off four or five names; but it is some job to get 
four or five members to replace those four or five names that you have 
scratched off. I think that those losses should be blamed to the officers 
of your camps, your Commander, your Secretary, your Treasurer and 
your Camp Council. Why? That applies to Camp 48. I have no large 
scope. I have just been in the little town of Northampton which has 
grown from 36 to 186 members. We had about 100 in arrears for dues 
the first of this year. We appointed the treasurer and secretary, I ap- 
pointed myself the Commander. I took the Camp Council and separated 
them into groups and took the ones farthest in arrears in dues, and sent 
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those men out with a certain number of names. They reported back, 
each night how they were coming on. We have brought back about 
70% of that 100 that we have worked on. We have five men dropped 
our last quarter. We initiated 3 members. We dropped two. Last 
night we took in nine. We are going to drop two or three more, which 
makes the entire five. We have during the last two quarters been able 
to increase our Camp 8 members and still drop deadwood. Now if some 
of these camps, instead of the officers of the camp taking a list and saying 
“This man is behind, scratch him off. He has not showed up at a meet- 
ing.” If you have two members to drop, go out and get three to take 
their places. Don’t drop 8, 10, 15 or 25; and get no one to come back. 
I asked our Commander at Northampton to give me permission to divide 
our Camp into 10 sections, which takes about 15 or 20 men in a section, 
and to appoint one man in each section to collect the dues at the end of 
every three months. That gives me 10 assistant treasurers in Camp 
I will bet you 99 out of 100 will pay 75 cents before they will pay 12 years 
in arrears for dues. That is one way of stopping this dropping off of 
membership I know as a fact, the heads of the camps, your Commanders, 
secretaries, treasurers, have dropped 25 and 30 out of a camp; you can’t 
make me feel thay have worked on that number of members for 10 or 12 
or 15 years and been unable to reinstate them. (Applause.) As 

Brother Upham: I would like to express a few of the ideas I have. 
I have listened closely to everything that has been said here this afternoon. 
Trealizeitisalltrue. Weare all in favor of the open charter, each member- 
getting a member, dividing up the membership for drives, and so on.. 
Nevertheless it is an absolute fact that we have dropped nearly 25,000° 
members since the late war, which is about one-half of the membership,. 
and replaced the most of them. If we are going to continue to drop: 
members and get no new members to take their places, where are we coming: 
out? Is it a fact that the new members that we are getting today stay 
in longer than the others? The members all over the Division are those 
who joined years and years ago in most cases. What is the reason !or 
joining the Sons of Veterans? When you ask an eligible to join, he com- 
pares your organization with every other organization; What can IT get 
out of it? What good is it to me? The Grand Army are nearly gone. In 
place of that, we have got, in some way to show to the eligible that we 
stand for something, and I name these five things: 

1. The upholding of the principles that our fathers fought for. 


2. Teaching of patriotism to take care of this insidious campaign 
that is going on, in and out, in every organization, schools, churches, and 
everywhere else known as the Red element, which we have got to contend 
with. 

3. Distortion of history. 

4. The perpetuation of the memory of these men, our fathers, who 
have fought in the war. 

5. Decoration of their graves. 

When you can go out and approach wealthy men in a way that they 
respond to eyery appeal from the Red Cross or any other charitable thing* 
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and say: “Your father was one of these veterans; these conditions exist your members and get them to pay their dues? They don’t pay by writing 
today. The organization of the Sons of Veterans is the one that is to carry letters. You have a proposition on your hands. Send out somebody to see 


on in these five ways. Will you have a part in it?” Then you have got to them personally. It isa job. And you have got to doit Tam talking about 
collect the money; get their membership the first year; get them inter- the Massachusetts Division; the one that I love. I am just as anxious 
ested in what is going on. The trouble with most of our Camps is that to see our present Division Commander succeed as I have been for anybody 
they have no money. $40 or $50 a year; what can that do? Nothing. that ever held the position. How are you going to interest them when 
If you had this financial backing of these other men, you have got some- the autos, the movies and the radio are in opposition to you? The School 
thing to work for. Something to give the rest of us heart to go to it. Department of this state is thinking of the same thing we are thinking of. 
In my communication, I mentioned the grandsons. I believe that is We must get our young people interested in the things our fathers were 
the thing that we have got to take up next. Most of us here will average interested in. 
pretty close to fifty years. We are so busy nowadays that we cannot What is my thought in selling goods? To sell to the little merchant 
give the time that we should to the Sons of Veterans. The younger men + out in the country in such a way that he will resell them himself. The 
haven’t any other organization to go into. As a rule they don’t go into merchants have got to be educated to sell those goods. There is not a 
the Masons or Odd Fellows until they are 25 to 30; but you have got fraternal organization in existence today that is getting any larger attend- 
to provide ritualistic work that will give real things of interest to them, ance at its regular meetings. The Sons will average about as good as any: 
and they will take care of this matter for you; but have the other man What is there when you go? Nothing except a few of you good fellows 
to pay the bills, who get together because it is your duty. My friends, we have got to 
Commander: Now we will have the report of the Credentials Com- fight this thing. And we have got to make people, not only those who are 
mittee, and a roll call so that we may know what Camps are represented eligibleto the Sons, but the public understand that we stand for a principle, 
here today. and that principle is loyalty; but we have got to doa lot of work (Applause 
Secretary (reads report of Credentials Committee): I suggest that and that principle is loyalty; but we have got to do a lot of work. 
we ask those who are visiting members here to stand so that they can be (Applause.) The fact that we have lost members since the war does not 
counted. (This was done.) worry me any. I don’t think the war changed conditions any more than 
Brother J. E. Wilcox: I have been listening to Brother Upham’s it changed business conditions. You have got to do things different. 
temarks, Does the Grand Army of the Republic really accept us? What How to do it is this: Every man that is interested has got to take off his 
are we supposed to perpetuate pertaining to the Grand Army if we are oat and go to work. We have to do everything we can, and can’t do it 
not recognized by the Grand Army and are not going to be recognized? by getting up and shouting while here. You have got to individually see 
What incentive have you to go out and get candidates? I have been a . the fellow that is eligible. I had a talk with Commander Brown. I wrote 
member of this order for 40 years, and ever since I have belonged I have him asking him to attend the Fortieth Anniversary of the Camp, of which 
found out that among the worst enemies we have are in the Grand Army. Tam a Charter Member, this month. I talked with him about the Sons. 
Most of them would not have the Sons join. That was 35 years ago. It And he said to me frankly, “In lots of places I say things the Sons don’t 
is the same thing at the present time. I think if you will look around the like. You have a lot that are no benefit to the Grand Army.” Don't 
Camps you will find the members who belong to thé Sons of Veterans, blame the Grand Army. We have been in existence forty years. 
the majority of their fathers never belonged to the Grand Army. How (Applause.) We aré going to celebrate next month. It has been the loyalty 
can we get out and get members when the Grand Army themselves get of those who started the Camp 40 years go. (Applause.) The reason that 
up and talk about their successors being, not the Sons, but point to the we can’t do all the things we should do is the reason every business house 
institution of the Legion and tell them what a glorious bunch they are, is up against today. Finances. We have made our Order too cheap to 
and “You, our successors.” I never heard them say that but once or have money to work with. That is the God’s truth. There is no Camp I 
twice to the Sons of Veterans. Some of these members of the Grand Army know of that can pay one hundred cents on the dollar every year and have 
will go to the Legion, and ask the Legion to take up the work of the Grand one or tio free blows. There are a lot of men who are eligible who would 
Army. The D. A. R. Posts are turning over their property in a good many join if they felt the organization was doing all that it should do. I don’t 
cases to the Legion. know whether the five principles Brother Upham enunciates would do it 
Past Commander G. E. Hunt: When you talk about collecting dues, or not. There is nothing in this world that cannot be accomplished if 
it interests me because I have to collect bills for the goods we sell. I am we'set out to doit; but most of us have given many years of service to this 
going to be perfectly frank with you. The Sons are in just the same con- organization and we don’t see it coming where it should. It don’t keep 
dition today that every other fraternal organization is. No difference up. Things look rotten and somebody slips a cog, ant we go down and 
whatever. Every fraternal organization (I belong to everything but the ‘start over again. I am not telling you what to do at the National Encamp- 
Mothers’ Club). (Laughter.) If I could go in that, I would. Every fra- ment. I am not saying anything about the National Encampment. 
ternal organization is facing the same thing we are facing. How to keep Massachusetts can run its own affairs, furnish its own money and run 
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its own business. If there is any trouble between us and the Grand Army, 
let’s straighten that out. It is true, brothers, all we are doing today is to 
turn out Memorial Day and assist in doing, not a duty, but something 
which is a pleasure to every one of us to do. Brother Skeehan suggested 
we get ten men in the District. You have got to get some interest up- 
That is what this meeting is for. I want to leave this thought with 
you. Don’t go back home discouraged. There never was a better oppor- 
tunity to succeed in anything than there is today. The young man that 
makes up his mind he is going to do something, if he has the stuff in him 
is going to accomplish it. The future is brighter than the past ever has 
been. If this body of boys right here in this room will get together there 
is not a thing that we here in Massachusetts cannot do to perpetuate the 
Sons of Veterans which we all love. (A pplause.) 


Past Commander H. V. B. Smith of Eastondale: This gathering * 


reminds me of a story. Two colored gentlemen walking along the road. 
Come up a thunder shower. Gathered under a tree. One says to the 
other: “We have to have some kind of service, brother, Can you sing” 
“No,” the other one says, “Can you pray?” “No.” “Well, let’s take up 
the collection.” We have to have some kind of religious service.” I 
don’t know what the idea is; I don’t think the Massachusetts Division 
has anything to worry about. I don’t think Brother Bolton, Hunt and a 
few more are going to let the Division die down. It is our own personal 
fault for the condition things are in today. I have been in this Order ever 
since Joe McCabe was Commander. I Have inspected a good many 
Camps. Some of the camps that I have gone into I had to instruct the 
Camp to go through its inspection in order to get the required marks. 
By alittle persuasion the Camp was brought up to good order. Our Camp 
has not dropped a member for three or four years; our members are all 
paid-up. We have a good pool-room. Up to the present time we have 
twice started to go out and get new members. I don’t think we have 
anythink to worry about at all. Before I went to Eastondale I belonged 
to a camp in Cambridge. I don’t take the interest that I should, but I 
have found the last few years that it takes a lot of personal work in order 
to get members into the Camp and hold them. I have seen a good many 
recently who went on the sidewalk and to private dwelling houses. The 
result is the Camp is in fine condition today. ‘here is a lack of interest 
In some individual Camps. My personal opinion is this organization has 
oe bright future before it. I don’t think we should be discouraged or that 
it is anything that we should worry about. 

Brother Kanz: How to create an increase of membership in our 
organization? We all know it is possible to do. Publicity is the means 
of success. I believe this Division ought to go on record today to take 
one month and call it a “drive month”. Get our public press to take it 
up. Let’s go out and divide the State in zones. Don’t invite the sons 
who are members of the Order, but invite those who are not members. 
Have them all come in to this great Rally same as these politicians do. 
They will hammer the man who is a Democrat and make him a Repub- 
lican. Our Division has been sending out little pamphlets and circulars, 
and I have given them out as secretary of ourCamp. I think a boy should. 
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pay some attention to a man at my age, but when I am all through with: 
them, they say, ‘What is there in it for me?” You can’t get them. You 
have to handcuff them and bring them in. The quarterly report will 
show a great drop. You get a few months dues out of them and they are 
dropped. I believe if we will divide this state into zones and get the 
local papers, like those in Springfield or Worcester to take it up, have a 
parade, and bring out your autos, and have red lights, get out and make 
a noise, we will accomplish something. I recall years ago we had a Trol- 
ley Club. We used to have parades in Chelsea. It pays. We want to 
get to some point where we know just what to do. Get somebody to get 
the thing going. (Applause.) I want to differ with Brother Wilcox. I 
think he is mistaken about the Grand Army. The Comrades are all right. 
Now and then they have a young fellow who wants to be master. We are 
the boys, and they idolize and worship us. We have one of our brothers 
Assistant Treasurer of the Post. We do all their work for Memorial 
Day. If you do that for them they won’t be bitter. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton: We have come here today I be- 
lieve to see if we can find out what is the matter with the Order. What 
have we done? Sat listening to one or two get up and tell about what 
what their Camp has been doing. One man got up here today and made 
a suggestion that I think ought to be acted upon and the quicker we do 
it the better for all of us. We didn’t come in to sit around and listen to 
one or two tell their own little things. We came in here for the Division; 
not for ourselves. I am going to tell you something about a Grand Army 
man. I was sent to a Camp a short while ago to find out what was the- 
matter with the Camp. They formed an Auxiliary. One member of the- 
Post said the Auxiliary could not meet in the Grand Army Hall. They 
went out and hired a hall. A little while later the Legion Auxiliary came 
in and asked this same Comrade if they could use the hall, and he said, 
“By all means meet in the hall.” After that, they asked the same Com- 
rade if they could meet there every week. He said, “Certainly you can. 
No objections at all.” It is about time that we got something from the 
Grand Army, about time that they put it down in black and white that 
we are their successors. I belong to several military organizations. 
Every one of them feel the same as one of the members said here today; 
they are going to be the successors of the Grand Army. It is about time 
the Grand Army told them that they are not; that we are. I would like 
to see some action taken on the suggestion. He is the only man that has 
made a decent suggestion that we can work on (Applause.) 

Past Commander Rosenberger, Chairman of Camp Council, Wor- 
cester: Brothers, your trouble lies right with your Division officers. They 
don’t visit your Camps. I am a member of 16 different Orders. When 
your officers call upon you and visit you and give you some encourage- 
ment, these losses will cease. We have a lot of members dropped from 
Camp 25 and we are going to drop more __I have been out week after week 
to see the members behind in their dues. I don’t get the cold cash. If 
your Division officers will go and visit your Camps and give them en- 
couragement, your Camps will prosper as other organizations do. I will 
agree w th the brother that said we are no worse than other organiza- 
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tions. Some of them are getting backon theirfeet merely because their 
head officers are making it a point to go out and visit their units. 

Past Division Commander Weiler: Some 0° you will remember I 
was Division Commander last year. Some of the discredit will probably 
fall upon me. I would advise the Division Commander not to visit all 
of the Camps. I think that I visited too many Camps last year. I 
visited the Worcester Camp, I think it was three times, and they re- 
warded me by dropping sixty members. The Camp Commander of 
last year says they are going to drop a lot more. I advise the Division 
Commander not to go there, but to write them a letter expressing his 
opinion, as I had to do. No Camp in my experience, and I have been 
Division Secretary fifteen years, and no Camp ever dropped sixty mem- 
bersin one quarter. That was _my reward for visiting Camp 25 in 
Worcester, and giving them the best service and co-operation I could 
T advise the Division Commander to be very sure no expense was incurred 
in visiting a Camp that could not co-operate with him. I have a lot of 
good friends in Worcesterin the Camp and Auxiliary, but there is some 
mismanagement inaCamp that will do that and the Division Commander 
cannot, by visiting that Camp, change that condition. If Brother Moran 
goes to the Worcester Camp every meeting, I don’t believe it will change 
that Camp until they have an inspiration and desire to change that 
spirit. Don’t put the blame on the Division Officers. I have visited 
Camp after Camp in certain districts of the State. They claim that the 
trouble is the Division Commander does not go often enough. I had to 
write to a camp, and tell them I was Division Commander and waited 
Ix months for an opportunity for an invitation to visit any camp in Essex 
County, and not an opportunity arose that I could visit an affair. Camps 
held meetings, but I usually didn’t know it, until it was all over. I 
gathered the news from the newspapers. If there is an opportunity, the 
Camps are losing it. If they want the Division Commander there to 
Brace the banquet table they ought to put his name in the paper Well 
and good if the Division Commander has the brains and time, but I have 
found there is a very small return. But for the Division Commander 
who will stay at Headquarters and use intelligence and thought in writ- 
ME Personal letters to the members who are working for the Order, who 
think that the Order is going this way (indicating upward) there is some 
Satisfaction. The Order is not going that way (indicating downwards). 
It is you that are going that way. I suggest to the Division Commander 
who is in the chair to take from the membership of the Division the same 
us) the Camp Commander may pick from his Camp those members that are 
willing to work and do all that he asks and more than he asks and take 
them into his confidence and ask them to help him and not to try to favor 
that vast majority that feel because the Division Commander does not 
‘come to their meetings the Camp cannot prosper. I belong to a good 
Camp it don’t make a particle of difference whether the Division Com- 
mander comes or not. We will hold our meetings and have just as much 
enthusiasm whether he comes or not. We would not advise him to come 
to most of our meetings because it would not warrant the time and ex- 
pense Many a time as Division Commander I have incurred expense 
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that somebody had to pay,(either the Division or me, usually evenly 
divided) to go and listen to their troubles, and felt that nothing had been 
accomplished They spent the evening in saying what one man said 
on Memorial Day that put the Camp “on the blink.” The Grand Army 
is not wrong. Their attitude toward us is all right. On many occasions 
they have spoken better for us than we will speak for ourselves. The 
trouble is with us. There are not enough of us who are broad visioned 
and look upward; too many of us look downward. Let’s shut up about 
our troubles, if we look like hoodlums when we parade the streets, and only 
have on parade those who can make a creditable appearance. I have 
confidence in our members to believe they are not hoodlums. We, as 
an organization have fallen far short of the ideals the Grand Army has 
set for us. Many of us say the Grand Army don’t want us on Memorial 
Day. We haven't asked them for any useful duty to perform. I wanted 
to answer the brother who spoke from the Worcester Camp. At the 
close of my administration I had to write them a stinging letter. I pre- 
sume it was the stingingest letter I wrote to any Camp. It was the 
keenest disappointment of my whole year to have a report show the camp 
had dropped 60 members in one quarter. I can’t understand it. I don’t 
today. When there are sixty members who suddenly have to be dropped 
right then, it is beyond my comprehension, as a member of the Sons of 
Veterans and a business man. There is a condition, a broken morale in 
that Camp. Thank goodness, that has not reached into the Division. 
I could name dozens of Camps where the morale has not broken down. 
The hope of the Division lies in having Division Officers of vision assisted 
by District Commanders of vision, ability and willingness to work. We 
have some Camp Commanders with a reasonable amount of ability and 
desire to do something for the Order and few members to help him. That 
completes the circuit of the chain. All great movements are done by a 
very few people In a Camp of 100 I don’t expect to find more than 10 
real workers. There are a few who are always at meetings, always willing 
to do what they can for the Camp. Give us those fellows and the rest 
are of smaller consequence in the great scheme of affairs. I think the 
attempt of the Committee on Survey to rob us of the secret work will 
tend to reduce the Order. I am a great believer in organization. If we 
have more Division Officers, it will make a greater opportunity for the 
young men, the men we most need and most want. We are spending a 
period now, like most other organizations such as the Knights of Pythias 


‘who have lost so many members that they are willing to spend hundreds 


of thousands of dollars to get themselves back. Brothers belonging to 
our organization will agree that the explaination is the same. In the 
cycle of time things will come around and be all right. One of the things 
we must not do is to keep the post-mortems up too long. Just listen to. 
those who can do something to remedy the condition. 

Brother Proctor, Camp 145: In speaking of Brother Weiler’s re- 
marks, I don’t believe the Division officers coming makes any differ- 
ence. Brother Weiler did not visit our Camp last year, and as a result. 
we gained one member. However, I believe in order to keep the members 
of the Camps interested, and get new members, we have got to spruce: 
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up the uniform if we are going to continue as a military organization, 
and have more ritual work and floor work. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton: We are trying to get back to 
the main question. 

Brother Peckham: In looking into the future of our organization 
I have made quite a little study of it the past year. One thing in partic- 
ular is; what is going to become of the donations by the cities and towns 
to the different organizations that carry on the work? I have had the 
pleasure of getting in communication with Major Pine who had 43 years 
active service, who has taken it up with the Commandery-in-Chief of 
the Grand Army, and has had a very favorable reply come back from 
them stating that would be taken up at the next National Encampment. 
I thought possibly it would be well to bring it before the Division. 
In lots of cases we men read in the papers where the halls of the Grand 
Army have been turned over to the different organizations. I think 
it about time we got it straight from the National Encampment or the 
Commander-in-Chief stating where they should go,—those Memorial 
Day funds. That is the way it is working out at the present time. I 
have had quite a little experience on diflerent work in lodges. If we had 
times coming off same as the District Meetings down there, where we had 
possibly 500 out, we could get it mentioned in the Boston Globe and other 
papers. 

Division Organizer Stratton: I am the ‘‘Same Ole Hoss’. I 
can’t stand it any longer. I want to say I am heartily in accord with 
Brother White. The greatest trouble in losing members and in keeping 
members lies in the Camp Officers I believe that myself. I believe 
that the Camp has got to have a live commander. I believe that the 
Camp Commander has got to have live officers. I believe also that no 
man in a camp should accept office unless he is willing to be alive. There 
is no use in lying down and blaming one or two for what is not done. 
It just makes me ache to see some of these old fellows like myself erying 
about hard times. I don’t know what hard times are. If I don’t have 
a nickle in my pocket, I tell them everything is flying high. I tell them 
the same thing about the Order. I don’t have any trouble in going out 
and getting them. I think I have proven that without any doubt. I 
don’t think you will question that. I went into Falmouth. They told 
me I could not start a Camp there. Show me the Camp in this Division 
that is any better today than that Camp is. It is the way you work it. 
If you don’t know how to do the work, buy a book on psychology and study 
it. You can’t talk to an Irish hod-carrier the way you can to a Quaker 
preacher. When you do it right, you will get them all on the paper. 
In Camp 70 I told them I would have a class every month. I did it. I 
told them also, “boys, we have got to so domething to get that red banner.” 
I says, “‘Whois there to go out and get a member?” I had two or three 
loyal ones and we went out and got them. I believe the treasurer should 
have enough assistants Every Camp should have the provilege of 
electing enough assistants to go out in the territory around. I think we 
ought to stop the discussion on that thing and take some action. 

Past Division Commander Bell: Some time ago Brother Moran 
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asked me if I would act as Chairman of the Membership Committee, 
and I agreed. Presumably he had in mind that from 1920 to 1923 we 
had a series of membership drives. Since that time I have tried to puzzle 
out some scheme for membership increases. It does not seem to me that 
the old method of running these membership drives is the proper one to 
use at the present time. During the War we lost members, not because 
they were losing interest in the Order, but because during that period 
it was almost impossible to initiate new members. Immediately after 
the War we wanted to turn the corner and get on the right track and 
instituted a series of membership drives. For that particular purpose 
and at that particular time the methods we used were warranted and 
sound, but today things have changed. We should not feel too discour- 
aged over the membership losses of the last four or five quarters, because 
having taken in some 2500 to 3000 members in three or four years it was 
absolutely certain that in the course of time a certain proportion of those 
would have to be dropped. I am not condoning the dropping of 50 or 
60 members at one time. It was inevitable that it should happen. I 
think Brother White has given us the best illustration of sound building 
of membership. They are building it up regularly, in classes of a size 
that allows them to assimilate thosenew members before another bunch 
comes along One of the great faults of large classes is the fact that a 
great many of them do not get the right idea 9f what they are going into. 
Consequently they feel more or less on the outside and don’t come to 
meetings I believe in every Camp if we just sit down and realize that 
at a certain time there were so many men in the Grand Army Posts in 
that town at the time the membership was at its peak, we would not be 
setting ourselves a great task if we set out to build our Camp at least to 
the membership the local Post had at the time of its greatest numbers. 
Taking in twos, threes, fives and sixes I believe you will build solidly. 
Of course the Division officers can help. As for running membership 
drives, under present conditions I think those drives better be run by the 
Camps. If we had some of this $3000 paid to the Commandery-in-Chief 
each year, we could do a great deal more in publicity, which is our crying 
need. Local newspapers are always open to our Order Even the great 
Boston papers have told me that they are always and without exception 
ready to accept news from the patriotic orders, but it must be news. 
We don’t make any use of the metropolitan dailies excepting our weekly 
notices in the Sunday Globe. 

Rather than to try to run a big membership drive on any particular 
plan, if we will each of us go back to our Camps and consider our stand- 
ing as compared to the Grand Army at the time if its greatest member- 
ship, and set that as our goal, I am sure we will have no difficulty in either 
gaining the members or in keeping their dues paid up. 

Brother Merrill, Camp 5: Most of the remarks here this afternoon 
seem to be in the nature of “passing the buck’. In my opinion you will 
never build up your organization by laying the failure to your Division 
officers and Camp officers. It is the membership in general that has got 
to get out and do the hustling for new members. No Commander can 
perform miracles. It is the men who elected the Commander who must 
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get behind him and give him candidates to work on. Jn the last few weeks 
Camp 5 has had as much publicity as any Camp could possibly haye. 
Last Saturday, Camp 5 staged a Clam bake. We had National officers 
and Division officers there. Weeklies and dailies had four columns de- 
voted to the affair. You will find the old war horses in every meeting. 
Most of the war horses are in this hall today as delegates. On the 30th 
of May we always turn out. We don’t feel discouraged if we don’t have 
big meetings up there. It is not the fault of the Commander of Division 
officers you are not taking in more members. 

Brother Flynn of Lowell: The time is getting rather late. We all 
feel that we would like to do something. If you will entertain a motion 
I am ready and willing to make it. We have listened to the arguments 
pro and con which would be the best way to swell our ranks. I won't 
call this a test. I would like to make a motion that every member present 
here and those that have gone out, will return and rise, and when they 
tise they will have it in their heads and promise that they will bringin one 
new member at least to their respective Camps, for the remainder of the 
month. I do now make that as a motion. I will make it 2 members 
for the quarter. We have got to go out, and dig and get them. | 

Brother Wilcox: I second that motion. 

R Commander: Moved and seconded that every member here pledge 
himself to get two new members during the next quarter. All that will 
Promise to get two new members during the next quarter, rise. (15 or 
18 rose.) " 

Brother Flynn: Why not the members take it into their heads to 
0 out and do something? I hope that those who didn’t vote on that 
question will do as good as the men that did vote. 

Brother Winchell, Camp 80: I am one of over two hundred who 
have listened to the arguments and stories. I am wondering if al sis 
thing is going to erystalize into something definite. I have been waiting 
for some of the high officers to bring forth something that we could vote 
on. Can’t we appoint a Committee to erystalize and place into printed 
form some of these arguments or stories, these ways of doing things that 
will help all of the Camps? I would like to see this stuff head up into 
ae definite. Another thing, the encampment is coming to Des 
pie A Is this Encampment going to take any definite step toward 
fe ieee Grand Amy go in record in favor of our organization? Or, 
thing eRe NE rene going to go into ancient history without having some- 

oe " © done? Most of us would like to have these points settled. 
senaben seperate Chiet Bolton: I have been in the Order about 
sea Hine, ody here, and my interest has not waned. I think there 
eal 8 we ought todo. First: The attitude of the Grand Army 

ential for us to find out about. Second; If there has been enough 
WE could get out of the story-telling to instruct the Secretary some con- 
erete idea which he can put over to the Camps. The general idea is to 
let everybody get up and tell all their troubles. I never hear anybody 
talk optimistically. I want every delegate who goes from here to the 


(160) 


National Encampment to convey this expression of the opinion of the 
Mass. Division; that there should be some sort of conference between 
the National officers of the G. A. R. and those of the Sons of Veterans. 
The things we read in the paper have no bearing at all. This is not the 
first time it has been discussed that the Grand Army might disintegrate. 
They are going to talk about it every once ina while. If the Grand Army 
leave a will as to whose shoulders the mantle of loyalty shall fall on, 
they are going to recommend that the Woman's Relief Corps succeed 
them. The only auxiliary recognized by the Grand Army has been the 
Woman's Retief Corps. They are expressing the hope that the Relief 
Corps will keep on as an organization even though the Grand Army dis- 
integrate. As soon as we commence to talk about them giving up their 
present form of providing » way that they may gather together as the 
ranks diminish, that leaves us pretty badly off particularly if the younger 
Veterans’ Associations claim they are going to do all this thing. 

About ninety percent of the Grand Army, I believe, would rather 
have their Sons do it than anybody else. We must not think that we can 
go up and approach the Grand Army with our fist in their Commander's 
face and tell them what they have got to do. You must bear this fact 
in mind. These men average about 85 years of age; I leave to to your 
judgment whether their minds are as clear as they were at sixty-five. 
There is a chance, and it would be fatal for our own organization to take 
that stand I don’t know just how to offer the suggestion, except it 
ought to be diplomatically broached. Iam going to make the suggestion 
that Harry Weiler, Doc. Homan, Billy Anderson and the Commander, 
who are all going to the Encampment, that they immediately take that 
proposition up with them The first thing for them to do is to have a 
Committee of substantiial size consult with the Grand Army and find out. 
It can be better done that way than by a set of resolutions. We hope 
they will conserve and maintain the Comrades because it is essential 
to our future. We want to know where we get off. I believe if they say 
they are going to turn it over to somebody else, we might as well quit: 
right now. Here is apt to be the trouble. We have been with the Grand 
Army so long. Uncle George A. Hoseler, whom I eall “George” because 
I have been associated with him in many things so long; he was talking 
to me about the organization about a year ago. I says, “George, we 
don’t do this and that, from the Grand Army standpoint.” I says, 
“How old do you think Iam? I am fifty-five. You are not talking to 
a kid, Ihave a mind of my own. That is just the way your organiza- 
tion has looked at our organization for so long. We have gone along 
with you.” If they have not recognized the fact that we have grown up 
then we never have accomplished anything at all. It seems to me they 
will recognize that when you put it to them in the right way. ‘Don’t 
leave us out of the picture. We have a right to carry on.’ We would 
be at a disadvantage if they pass that over to somebody else. I will 
figure about thirty-eight years of my life I have just been following a 
rainbow. 

The next thing we came here for was to get an expression of opinion 
of the recommendations made by the Committee on Survey. You con- 
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sider that you don’t like any of them. I agree with you. I think I 
served on that committee five years. I will let you into the inside of it. 
The Committee didn’t funtion for three encampments. At the fourth 
Encampment, the day of the banquet over in Philadelphia, they called 
it the “Lincoln Day Banquet.’? You know just about how much atten- 
tion you pay to a Committee matter when you are attending a banquet. 
The last time I reported, I wrote the report under the roof of the hotel 
down there. This is no particular discredit to those brothers but a fine 
compliment to me. There were a great many things in it not quite to 
their own interest; but they simply signed their names. What was the 
remedy for all the ills and troubles for the organization? The amend- 
ment brought forth, which was one that amused me said, “The only thing 
needed to make everything all right, was contained in onelittle word 
that had four letters——viz. WORK.” There is no better solution 
that we can still offer on the thing. That took four-fifths of the Com- 
mittee about five years to produce. I complimented them on their 
great interest in the organization. . 

I am getting a little bit off the National Organization. I don’t 
quite see where they help us very much. If we find out by this test, in 
the attitude of the Grand Army that a part of our organization does not 
function well enough to have their recognition, we will do the same thing 
we would if we had a “pile”; cut it out and get relief. I am almost 
thoroughly through with the National organization. When the Encamp- 
ment was held here in Boston I didn’t attend one of the sessions. You 
can imagine how I must feel about it. I was working on a Committee 
for the entertainment, etc. It either means somthing or nothing Let 
us say we get out of this meeting the idea our Brother from Northampton 
quoted; Camps to have assistant treasurers to collect their dues. That 
is the best thing I have heard about the coliection of dues. Any activity 
must come from the Camp itself. Another good brother who says it is 
the duty of the Division Officers to go around to every Camp there is and 
cure their headaches and feel their pulse and make a speech, without 
being shown something, makes a great mistake. 

Rufus A. Soule, when Division Commander, was a comparatively 
young man in the organization. When he was elected Division Com- 
mander it was doubtful, because he had been in the organization so short 
a time, whether he would be competent to go up against the situation. 
We were getting ready for a pretty big War then There wasn’t a single 
man among all the old timers but what had cold fect. This young man 
had a fine personality, and was elected Division Commander. They 
say, “We want you to come to our Camp.”’ He says, “Show me four or 
five new members, and I will come; otherwise I haven’t got time.;’ 

During the period of the Spanish American War our record showed 
a loss of between 600 and 700. The Division Commander has a right 
to say, “Show me something that makes it worth while.’ If the Camp 
does not produce that, if you cannot have that sort of interest in the 
thing, there is nothing that can cure you. Nothing but the undertaker. 
Let us, when we are sending word to the National organization tell them 
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that we don’t like a single thing that has been suggested in the Committee 
on Suryey’s Report. You are expressing the hope that they will stop 
tinkering with the affairs of the Division. You are in hopes that they 
will express something that you may take up in the standpoint of leader- 
ship. 

The suggestion by the brother from Northampton is worth while. 
We are going to face the right way and go the right way. .This thing 
you must remember: It can’t be done by sitting around here talking 
about it. The way to get new members is to go out and get them. 

Iam going to feel a lot more comfortable after this National Encamp- 
ment in Des Moines is over If that thing is only a little scare, all right. 
If we have a pretty good report from our members who go out there, all 
the better. Let us agree that we will carry on as long as we have any- 
thing to carry on for. If the Grand Army should make the mistake of 
indicating that they don’t think we are any use any more, I am satisfied 
to quit myself at that time. 

Brother Higgins, Camp 72: I want to say I see where something 
has got to be done to interest our members to get them out. We have 
already arranged for a meeting the Sth of next month and for a speaker. 
We will unite with the Auxiliary, the Grand Army, the Daughters and the 
Relief Corps, and have some one speak on the three words; “Fraternity, 
Charity, Loyalty’. I find in Salem the Sons are hardly known in the 
community. 

Brother Davis: I think the speaking this afternoon has good points. 
Let us sum up all these good points. Let us pull for our cause and go 
to work. 

Brother Wilcox: The second last resolution pertaining to the appro- 
priation given by the cities and towns: What has that got to do with 
the losses and gains of the Division? 

Brother Bell: No action was taken on the resolution. It was re- 
ferred to the Committee on legislative matters. I think we mentioned 
when that resolution was before the house that it could be offered by a 
gathering of members of the Massachusetts Division. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton: Your proposition is full of 
trouble. The Legion can put a $3.50 wreath on a flagpole, but a 15 cent 
wreath is good enough for a Grand Army man’s grave. That is a thing 
the Grand Army can take up in due time. Everybody will have to be 
treated alike. Just so much for a marker, a flag or a wreath. Bye and 
bye the question will come up. We might be in a position to have that 
money apportioned to us. 

Brother Wilcox: We are not talking about money matters. We 
hope the Grand Army will not take any action on disbanding. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton: I think, better thanall the reso- 
lutions is to have these fellows go out there and tell them about it. 

(After closing exercises the Encampment adjourned a 5.45 p.m.) 

Attendance at Special Division Encampment as reported by Cre- 
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